
     

  

 



  



Calendar of Important Dates 

23 September 2021 

21 October 2021 

22 October 2021 

01 November 2021 

22 December 2021 

23 December 2021 

06 & 07 January 2022 

10 January 2022 

25 January 2022 

07 & 08 February 2022 

18 February 2022 

28 February 2022 

01 March 2022 

08 April 2022 

25 April 2022 

02 May 2022 

12 May 2022 

16 May 2022 

27 May 2022 

06 June 2022 

07 June 2022 

22 June 2022 

20 July 2022 

Yr 10 Parents Information Evening  

School closes for Half Term Holiday 

Staff Training Day 

School re-opens for all pupils 

Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday 

School closes for Christmas 

Holidays Staff Training Days 

School re-opens for all pupils 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  

Geography Fieldwork 

School closes for half term holiday  

Staff Training Day 

School re-opens to pupils 

School closes for Easter holiday 

School re-opens to pupils 

May Day Holiday 

Year 10 Geography Fieldwork 

Summer Series Exams begin 

School closes for half term holiday 

Staff Training Day 

School re-opens for all pupils 

Written examinations end 

School closes for pupils 
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Helping your child prepare for examinations 

The following guide is intended to help you support your child so that they 
can make the most effective use of the time that is available over this coming 
term and the vital year ahead. 

Examinations and controlled assessments occur at different times throughout 
the year and you should familiarise yourself with the calendar of important 
dates. Year 11 will receive guidance during the coming year on how best to 
prepare themselves for their final examinations but there are a number of 
things you can do to help them. 

Learners will be taught to develop their skills in: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

planning their time for controlled assessment 
planning their time for revision 
revision techniques 

approaching the GCSE oral/practical and written examinations 

detailed subject specific revision skills 

How you can help 

• Try and provide a suitable study area. It should be somewhere quiet with a 
table and chair. 

• Discuss how you can support them and what they would find helpful. 

• The simplest things often get in the way of starting revision – weeks can 
be lost while learners ‘are going to get some folders soon……’ Get around 
this by providing the folders, dividers, wall charts etc…. that will be needed 
for the revision period. 

• Encourage your child to organise files, handouts and information from 

lessons at the end of each day. 

• Support by providing one good revision guide for each subject. There are 
lots around so check with the teacher yourself if you are unsure which is 
best. 

• Help your child plan their revision timetable. It will take an investment of 
your time, but it is the single thing that will make the biggest difference to 
the effectiveness of the revision and therefore the outcome. Young people 
vary in the amount of support they need at each stage of the process. 

• Provide support by helping your child to stick to the revision plan. Praise 
them when they do it. Don’t make treats dependent on certain results – it 
will only add to their feelings of disappointment if they don’t do as well as 
expected. 
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• Whilst your child is working take them a healthy snack and something to 
drink. 

• Be flexible – if they want to go out to a party on a revision night, agree 
when they will make the time up. 

• Be sensitive to the pressure your child is feeling – let them know that if 
they are really not up to it on odd days, it isn’t the end of the world. It’s 
the big picture that will count in the end. 

• Keep up with regular ‘check-ins’ and don’t ‘nag’ in between times. Show 
an interest in how the revision is going, talk through any difficulties and be 
prepared to help them reschedule their planning as necessary. 

• Keep things in perspective – your child may not be doing things the way 
you would do them, or as often as you would like, but they are doing the 
best that they can in the way that works for them at the stage they are at. 

Dealing with stress 

Our pupils will receive guidance on stress management but, as parents, the 
following tips may be useful: 

• A degree of stress is normal and actually necessary for successfully 
tackling exams. If you or your child feel that they are becoming too 
stressed encourage him or her to talk about the underlying issues. 
Some symptoms of stress are listed below. However, you know your 
child best, so any marked changes in behaviour are worth checking 
out: 

• 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 

Difficulty getting to sleep or waking up 
Tiredness 
Poor Appetite 

Loss of interest in things they used to enjoy 
Headaches and other unexplained aches and pains 
Irritability and frequent angry episodes 

• If your child is stressed, try to encourage them to take time out away 
from work, doing something that they enjoy. Exercise promotes 
hormones that actively counter stress so try to encourage this. Ensure 
that he or she eats well and let them know that you are always there 
to listen. (Try not to offer immediate solutions to worries or to give 
advice, unless they ask for it; what stressed people most need is 
somebody to listen and empathise with the feelings they express.) 
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Revision Tips for the Examinations 

Please encourage your child to: 

1. Start revision in good time 
They will receive a timetable of all the Examinations in plenty of time. Your 
child should make sure that everyone at home is aware of the dates and 
display it on the wall downstairs, as well as in their study area. If they make 
copies, they should not throw away the original – it has been known for 
pupils to make an error and turn up for an examination on the wrong day or 
time! 

2. Plan a revision timetable 
It is vital that pupils start their revision as soon as possible in addition to 
usual homework. Nearer the time of the final examinations, subject teachers 
may start to revisit previous work and ask pupils to practice answering typical 
examinations questions. When planning the timetable, pupils should be 
realistic and heed the following advice: 

• On the copy of the timetable, highlight coursework deadlines and 
examination dates and times. 
Spread subjects out over time in order to cover each one several times. 
Plan for half-hour or, at most, one-hour slots. Any more of one subject 
and nothing extra sinks in. 
After school, plan one or two subjects only. Leave time for relaxation, 
sports and other commitments. 

At weekends pupils can increase the amount but shouldn’t be too 
ambitious early on – after Easter they can try to increase the time. 
Plan to revise specific topics or aspects of a subject, for example, 
percentages. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3. Know how he/she learns best 
Your child will be aware that everybody has a way of learning that best suits 
him or her. The Revision Guide includes a lot of different strategies for 
revision. Ask your child to seriously consider each of the strategies and use 
the most appropriate one for them. 

4. Being prepared for the examination 
Encourage your child to make sure that they are ready the night before. The 
following will be needed for each examination: 

• A couple of black pens and sharpened pencils, a rubber and a ruler 

• A watch (although the examination room will have a clock) 
They may sometimes need the following and must, therefore, check in 
advance with their subject teacher: 

• 

• 

A calculator 

A protractor 

A compass • 

Scrap paper will not be required as pupils can make notes or practise 
calculations on the question paper. 
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5. Tackling the examination 
Each subject teacher will give specific tips but try to discuss the following 
general tips with your child: 

• While waiting for the exam to start, read the front of the exam paper 
so that you know exactly what to do. 
Read each question carefully – twice is better than once. Check how • 

many marks are available for the answer. Write neither too much nor 
too little. 
Answer the question; don’t simply repeat it or make up a question of 
your own. 

Write your answer if you feel confident. If not, go on to the next 
question. Don’t spend time on questions you are unsure of until you 
have been through the whole paper once. 

Check all calculations. Does the answer make sense and have you 
included the units? 
Check information in graphs, tables and pictures. Did you read the 
scale correctly? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Check your spelling of specific words, but if you are not sure of the 
spelling write your answer anyway. You may get the mark. 
If you have to draw diagrams, charts or graphs, use a sharp pencil and 
draw accurately using a ruler where necessary. 

Once you have answered all the more straightforward questions, go 
through the paper again, tackling those questions which are more 
difficult. If, on the second reading, a question is still very difficult, 
move on to the next question. 

• 

• 
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Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Level 

 
Animal Care 

 

 
Pearson 

 

 
BTEC First Certificate 

 

 
Level 1 & Level 2 

 

Course overview: 

The BTEC First qualifications have core and optional specialist units. 
Core units 
The core units within this qualification ensure that all learners will develop: 

• Knowledge that underpins learning in other units in the qualification 

- Unit 1: Animal Health 

• Practical and vocational skills 

- Unit 2: Animal Handling 

Optional specialist units give the Centre flexibility to tailor the programme of study to the local area and give learners the opportunity to pursue more 
specialist interests. These units may be selected to: 

• Extend knowledge and understanding developed in the core units 

• Deepen and enhance practical application of vocational skills 

• Develop general work-related skills 

Learners have to study four units across the BTEC course. These units will include: 

• Two core units 

• Two optional units 
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Optional 

Units 
 

 
Learners need to complete two 

optional units from the choice below: 
 

 
Combination of internal and 

external assessment 
 

 
Dates: 

Continuous 
assessment 

 

  
Weighting: 
30 points 
per unit 

 

Optional Specialist Units: 

 
Unit 3: Animal Welfare 
Unit 4: Animal Housing and Accommodation 
Unit 5: Principles of Animal Behaviour 

 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Encourage your child to read through the course material supplied during lessons. They need to learn the factual content and also practice the exam style 
questions 

• Use the internet e.g.: YouTube clips 

• Test your child on the factual content 

 
Core Units 

 

 
Learners need to complete two 

core units as detailed below: 
 

 
Combination of internal and 

external assessment 
 

 
Dates: 

Continuous 
assessment 

  
Weighting: 
30 points 
per unit 

Core Units: 
 

Unit 1: Animal Health 
Unit 2: Animal Handling 

 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Encourage your child to read through the course material supplied during lessons. They need to learn the factual content and also practice the exam style 
questions 

• Use the internet e.g.: YouTube clips 

• Test your child on the factual content 
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W 1: 
 

Unit Title: 

COURSEWORK PORTFOLIO 
 

 

GCSE 
 

Dates: 
SEPT YR 10-DEC YR11 

 

 Weighting 

60% 
 

Unit overview: 

This GCSE specification in Art & Design reflects the learning outcomes in the Content (the assessment objectives). It requires integrated critical, practical and 

theoretical study in art, craft and design that encourages direct engagement with original work and practice. 
This specification additionally requires learners to develop knowledge, understanding and the capability to evaluate: 
• how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed and interpreted in images, artefacts and products; 

• how the knowledge and understanding of the work of others can develop and extend thinking and inform their own work; 

• a range of art, craft and design processes including two and/or three dimensions, traditional, new media and technologies; 
• how images, artefacts and products relate to social, historical, vocational and cultural contexts; 

• a variety of approaches, methods and intentions of contemporary and historical artists, craftspeople and designers from different cultures and their 
contribution to continuity and change in society. 
This specification requires learners to develop the skills to explore and create by: 

• recording experiences and observations in appropriate forms – undertaking research and gathering, selecting and organising visual, tactile and/or sensory 
materials and other relevant information 

• exploring relevant resources – analysing, discussing, evaluating images and their meanings, objects and products and making and recording independent 
judgements in visual and other forms 
• generating and exploring potential lines of enquiry using appropriate new media and techniques 

• applying knowledge and understanding in making images, artefacts and products – reviewing and modifying work, planning and developing ideas in the 

light of their own and others’ evaluations 

• organising, selecting and communicating ideas, solutions and responses, and presenting them in a range of appropriate visual, tactile and/or sensory forms 

including the use of new technologies 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 

ART (FINE ART) 
 

 

WJEC 
 

 

GCSE 
 

CW1 - Coursework Portfolio     60% 

TE1 - Terminal Examination    40% 
 

Course overview: 
 

Year 10: Study for, preparation and assessment of coursework portfolio (CW1). 
 

Year 11: Study for, preparation completion and assessment of coursework portfolio (CW1). 

             Study for, preparation completion and assessment of Terminal Examination (TE1) 
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Resources / equipment required for course: 

Sketchbooks, pencils, paint portfolio. 
 

Further subject specific information: 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/uploads/publications/7833.pdf 

artatdenbigh.co.uk 
 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

S Sherrington 
 

 

TE: 
 

Unit Title: 
TERMINAL EXAMINATION 

 

 

GCSE 
 

Dates: 

Dec/Jan YR 

11 
 

 Weighting 

40% 
 

 

Unit overview: 
 

This unit tests the candidates understanding of the subject assessment objectives and during an 8-week period they will be asked to produce a project of 

work that illustrates this understanding. 
 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/uploads/publications/7833.pdf
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Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Level 

 

Business 
 

 

Pearson 
 

 

BTEC First Certificate 
 

 

Level 1 & Level 2 
 

Course overview: 
The BTEC First qualifications have core and optional specialist units. 
Core units 
The core units in this qualification are: 

1. Introduction to Business – internal assessment 
2. Finance for Business – external assessment 
3. Enterprise in the Business World – internal assessment 

 
Optional Units – agreed according to preference and staff speciality 
Optional specialist units give the Centre flexibility to tailor the programme of study to the local area and give learners the opportunity to pursue more 
specialist interests. These units may be selected to: 

• Extend knowledge and understanding developed in the core units 

• Deepen and enhance practical application of vocational skills 

• Develop general work-related skills 

Learners have to complete all three core units and a choice of optional units to reach a total of 120 guided learning hours. 
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Optional 

Units 
 

 
Learners need to complete at least two 
optional units from the choice below: 

 

 
Combination of internal and 

external assessment 
 

 
Dates: 

 

 
Continuous 
assessment 

throughout the 
course 

 

 
Weighting: 
30 points 
per unit 

 

Optional Specialist Units: 
 

Unit 4: Promoting a Brand 
Unit 5: Principles of Customer Service 
Unit 6: Recruitment, Selection and Employment 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Encourage your child to read through the course material supplied during lessons. They need to learn the factual content and also practice the exam style 
questions 

• Use the internet e.g.: YouTube clips 

• Test your child on the factual content 

 
Core Units 

 

 
Learners need to complete all  
three core units as detailed 
below: 

 

 
Combination of internal and 

external assessment 
 

 
Dates: 

Continuous 
assessment 

  
Weighting: 
30 points 
per unit 

Core Units: 
 

1. Introduction to Business – internal assessment 
2. Finance for Business – external assessment 
3. Enterprise in the Business World – internal assessment 
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Area 

Construction 

(Rhyl College) 
 

 

Qualification Title 
 

Pearson BTEC Level 1 Introductory 

Certificate in Construction 
 

 

Assessment 
 

Written and practical assessment as 

well as On line formal assessment. 
 

 

Dates: 
 

 
 

Credits 
 

Qualification overview: 
 

There are 2 Core units: 
● Being Organised 

● Developing a Personal Progression Plan 

 

plus 3 Sector units: 
● Building a Simple Wall 
● Making Carpentry Joints 

● Fixing a Water Pipe 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
 

● Encourage pupils to attend college prepared to learn with pens, paper, files and PPE. 

● Encourage pupils to read through handouts and notes. 

● Ensure pupils complete all home learning tasks as they cover essential aspects of the course. 

● Encourage pupils to revise regularly throughout the course and in plenty of time for the formal assessments. 
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Unit 
1: 

ORACY 
 

Non – examination assessment 
 

Weighting 
 

TASK 1: Individual Researched Presentation: 

• You will prepare for and complete one individual presentation which will also include responses to questions and feedback following research based 
on a theme set by the examination board. 

Marked 
out of 40 

10% 

TASK 2: Responding and Interacting 

• You will take part in a group discussion in response to written and / or visual stimuli provided by the examination board. 
 

Marked 
out of 40 

10% 
Note: For both of the above tasks, half of the marks awarded will be for choice of appropriate language and half for content and organisation  

  

Unit 
2: 

READING AND WRITING 
DESCRIPTION, NARRATION AND EXPOSITION 

2 hour written examination 
(Final assessment at end of Year 11) 

Weighting 
 

Section A: READING: 
(i) You will read and study a range of texts that include description, narration and exposition, and then show understanding through responding to 

a range of structured questions. 
(ii) You will then complete an editing task focusing on understanding short text at word, sentence and text level. 

 
40 marks 

20% 
 

Section B: WRITING: ** 
(i) You will complete one writing task selected from a choice of two that could be either description, narration or exposition. 
(ii) A proof-reading task will focus on your ability to write accurately. 

40 marks 
20% 

  

Unit 
3: 

READING AND WRITING 
ARGUMENTATION, PERSUASION AND INSTRUCTIONAL 

2 hour written examination 
(Final assessment at end of Year 11) 

Weighting 
 

Section A: READING: 
(i) You will read and study a range of texts that include argumentation, persuasion and instructional, and then show understanding through 

responding to a range of structured questions. 
 

 
40 marks 

20% 
 

Section B: WRITING: ** 
(i) You will complete one compulsory argumentation writing task and then 
(ii) one compulsory persuasion writing task. 

40 marks 
20% 

** Half the marks for all writing tasks will be awarded for communication and organisation and half of the marks awarded for writing accurately.  
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How can I help my child? 

 
On the exam paper, students will be given a wide range of different texts to which they must respond. They need a good background knowledge of current 
affairs in order to give them the best chance of being able to put what they read into context. They will also have to reproduce some of these writing styles 
and will need to be able to form and articulate clear opinions. You can help them by: 

 

Encouraging them to read: 

• Good quality fiction – ideas can be found at http://www.teenreads.com/ 

• Newspapers e.g. the i, Guardian, Times etc. 

• News websites e.g. www.bbc.co.uk/news 

 

Encouraging debate: 

• Read the same articles as your children and challenge them about what they have read; 

• Ask them about what they are studying in English and get them to explain it to you. 
 

Encouraging technical accuracy: 

• When your child completes a homework task, help them to check their response for accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar; 

• If your child has handwriting which is difficult to read, they should be provided with a handwriting booklet. You could help them to set aside time 
to do this and work with them to make sure they complete it to the best of their ability; 

• Help your child to learn any spelling corrections by practising look/cover/write/check with them; 

• There are sections to help with writing on BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/ztjmv4j 
 

Ensure home learning is completed on time and to a high standard: 

• Every week, students will be set work which will be recorded on Show My Homework 

• This could be a proofreading or editing task, research or practise exam questions. 

• If home learning is unable to be completed, students must provide a note from home to explain the reason why it is delayed. 

 
Contact for further information: 

 
Curriculum Leader: Miss A Roberts 

 

http://www.teenreads.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/ztjmv4j


English Literature 

Most students are expected to study English Literature 
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Unit 
3: 

Shakespeare and Welsh Writing in English 
 

4 hours Controlled Assessment 
 

Weighting 
 

The controlled assessment for English Literature will be based on two assessments: 
Section A: Shakespeare 

• You will study the play ‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William Shakespeare and then prepare to answer a question based on the theme of Love or Conflict. 

• You will then have 2 hours to complete this controlled assessment. 

• The assignment should be around 1000 – 1500 words in length. 
Section B: Poetry 

• You will study 15 poems from the Library of Wales Anthology, Poetry 1900-2000: One Hundred Poets from Wales. 

• You will then have 2 hours to complete a question based on the theme of Loss and Love where you will be expected to make links and comparisons 
between the chosen poems for assessment. 

• The assignment should be around 1000 – 1500 words in length. 

25% 
 

Unit 1: 
 

Prose (different cultures) and poetry (contemporary) 
 

2 hour written examination 
 

Weighting 
 

Section A: Individual texts in context: ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck. 

• You will answer two questions about the novel. The first question requires close reading of an extract. The second question offers a choice of 
tasks relating to the text as a whole. 

21% 
 

Section B: Comparative study – Unseen contemporary poetry: 

• In the exam you will be provided with two unseen poems and be required to compare them. 
 

14% 
 

  

Unit 2: 
 

Unit 2a Literary heritage drama and contemporary prose or 
Unit 2b Contemporary drama and literary prose 

2 hour written examination 
(Students will sit this at the end of Year 10) 

Weighting 
 

Section A: Literary Heritage Drama: ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J B Priestley 
• This paper requires you to answer two questions on the play studied. The first question requires close reading of an extract. The second question 

offers a choice of tasks relating to the play as a whole. 

20% 
 

Section B: Contemporary Prose: ‘Heroes’ by Robert Cormier 

• This paper requires you to answer two questions on the novel studied. The first question requires close reading of an extract. The second question 
offers a choice of tasks relating to the novel as a whole. 

20% 
 

  

 

 

 

   



Entry Level English 

In Year 10, some students will be entered for an English Entry Level Qualification before moving on to full GCSE English Language in Year 11 
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How can I help my child? 

 
See information for English Language 

Component 1: 
 

Entry Level English 
 

1-hour external written examination 
 

Weighting 
 

Section A: Non-literary Reading: 

• A mix of short answer questions, structured questions and multiple-choice questions in response to two or three short texts, including at least one 
non-continuous text. 

 

25% 
 

Section B: Functional Writing: 

• One short and one extended writing task based on every day uses of English 
  

Component 2: 
 

Entry Level English 
 

4 x 0.5-hour topic tests 
(taken throughout the year – externally set, internally marked) 

Weighting 
 

• Test 1: Response to twentieth/ twenty-first century literature 

• Test 2: Editing and sequencing 

• Test 3: Narrative writing 

• Test 4: Proofreading 

60% 
 

  

Component 
3: 

Entry Level English - Communication 
 

Practical assessment: 2 x 2 hours 
 

Weighting 
 

 

• Task 1: Presenting a point of view 

• Task 2: The World of Work 

15% 
 

 

 



Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening - September 2021 

2
7
 

 
Unit 1: 

 

 
Speaking 

 

 
Summer of year 11 

 

Dates: 
Summer of year 

11 
 

Number of 
questions: 

3 parts to the 
exam 

Weighting 

25% 

 Unit overview: 
This unit focuses on being able to speak the language with accuracy, confidence and fluency. Foundation Tier lasts 7-9 minutes. Higher Tier lasts 10-12 
minutes. 
Each tier of entry has three tasks: role play, a photocard discussion, conversation (2 parts) 
Not allowed to use a dictionary. 

 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Test your child regularly on key vocabulary which will be given in the course of lessons and will be available on Quizlet. There will be regular vocabulary 
homelearning tasks on Quizlet with the link available on Show My Homework. 

• Listen to your child saying work they have prepared. Even if you don’t understand what they are saying they will gain a lot from actually speaking aloud and you 
can guide them if they miss bits out. 

• Test your child on the theme-based questions given at the end of each topic. This will be set as a homelearning. 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

French 
 

WJEC 
 

GCSE 
 

Foundation tier and higher tier in all units. Tier of entry can be 
mixed depending on strengths. 

 

The topics covered fall under 3 themes: 

 
1. Identity and culture 

Youth Culture – self and relationships, technology and social media 
Lifestyle – health and fitness, entertainment and leisure 
Customs and traditions – food and drink, festivals and celebrations 

 
2. Wales and the world - areas of interest 

Home and locality – local areas of interest, travel and transport 
The wider world – local and regional features and characteristics of France and French speaking countries, holidays and tourism 
Global sustainability – environment, social issues 

 

3. Current and future study and employment 
Current study – school/college life, school, college studies 
Enterprise, employability and future plans – skills and personal qualities, post-16 study, career plans, employment 
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Unit 3: 

 

 
Reading 

 

 
Summer of year 11 

 

 
Dates: 

Summer of year 
11 

Number of 
questions: 

varies 
 

 
Weighting 

25% 
 

Unit overview: 
This unit assesses learners’ ability to read short pieces of written French and to respond to questions in English. The topics covered could be from any of those studied 
throughout the course. There are a range of non-verbal (tick box/match up) and written responses as well as a short translation from French into English. Dictionaries are 
not allowed. 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Test your child regularly on key vocabulary which will be given in the course of lessons and will be available on Quizlet. There will be regular vocabulary 
homelearning tasks on Quizlet with the link available on Show My Homework. 

• Ensure your child revises the grammar which is taught in lessons. Pupils will have a grammar booklet with all of the notes available allowing them to revise 
and learn the grammar rules regularly. 

• Ensure your child uses www.languagesonline.org.uk and www.language-gym.com to revise grammar 
 

 
Unit 2: 

 

 
Listening 

 

 
Summer of year 11 

 

Summer of year 
11 

 

Various question 
styles 

 

 
25% 

 

Unit overview: 

 
This unit focuses on being able to understand spoken French looking for key words as well as detail. The topics covered could be any of those covered throughout the 
course. Foundation Tier paper lasts 35 minutes and the Higher Tier paper lasts 45 minutes. There are a range of non-verbal (tick box/match up) and written responses. 
Dictionaries are not allowed. 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

 

• Ensure your son/daughter listens to simple French radio and TV programmes online. They do not need to be able to understand everything- simply tuning their 
ear into the sounds of the language will help. 

• Ensure your son/daughter revises key vocabulary 
 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.language-gym.com/
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Revision Classes: 

 
There will be revision sessions prior to the summer exams in year 11 at lunchtimes from Easter until the exam. 

 

Revision Guides available: 
WJEC GCSE Revision Guide French by Bethan McHugh available on www.amazon.co.uk at £7.99 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: these can be accessed via Moodle. 
www.language-gym.com 
www.wildfrench.co.uk 
www.s-cool.co.uk 
www.zut.org.uk 
www.frenchexams.org/gcse/index.htm 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.atantot-extra.co.uk 

www.tv5.org for an extra challenge 
Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 

 

Mrs C. Suarez 
 

 
Unit 4: 

 

 
Unit Title: 

Writing 
 

Summer of year 11 
 

Dates: 
Summer of year 

11 
 

 
Number of 
questions 

A variety of short 
written answers 

 
Weighting 

25% 

 Unit overview: 
This unit assesses learners’ ability to structure a written answer in French as well as a short translation from English to French. Dictionaries are not allowed. 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

 

• Test your child regularly on key vocabulary which will be given in the course of lessons and will be available on Quizlet. There will be regular vocabulary 
homelearning tasks on Quizlet with the link available on Show My Homework. 

• Ensure your child revises the grammar which is taught in lessons. Pupils will have a grammar booklet with all of the notes available allowing them to revise 
and learn the grammar rules regularly. 

• Ensure your child uses www.languagesonline.org.uk and www.language-gym.com to revise grammar 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.language-gym.com/
http://www.wildfrench.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.zut.org.uk/
http://www.frenchexams.org/gcse/index.htm
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.atantot-extra.co.uk/
http://www.tv5.org/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.language-gym.com/
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Unit 2 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Environmental and Development issues 
 

 

Assessed by Examination 
 

 

Dates: 

June of Year 

11 
 

 

Two structured, 
data response 
questions plus 
one structured 
question 

 

Weighting 
 

Unit overview: 
There are 2 core themes: 

• Weather, Climate and Ecosystems 

• Development and Resource Issues 
Plus 1 optional theme: 

• Environmental Challenges 

 

40% 
 

 

Unit 1 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Changing Physical and Human landscapes 
 

 

Assessed by Examination 
 

 

Dates: 

June of Year 
11 

 

 
Two structured, 

data response 
questions plus 
one structured 
question 

 

Weighting 
 

Unit overview 
There are 2 core themes: 

• Landscapes and Physical Processes: Rivers and coasts 

• Rural-urban Links 
plus 1 optional theme: 

• Tectonic landscapes and hazards 

 

40% 
 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Examination Units 

 

Geography 
 

 

WJEC (Spec A) 
 

 

GCSE 
 

Unit 1: Changing Physical and Human landscapes 

Unit 2: Environmental and Development issues 
Unit 3: Fieldwork Enquiry (non-examination assessment) 

Course overview: 

WJEC GCSE Geography adopts an enquiry approach to the study of geographical information, issues and concepts. It is based on the principle that 

geographical education should enable learners to become critical and reflective thinkers by engaging them actively in the enquiry process. Content is 

organised around key questions and learners will be encouraged to pose geographical questions of their own. 
 

Fieldwork is an essential aspect of geographical education and it is placed at the heart of this specification. Learners consolidate and extend their 

understanding of geographical concepts learned in the classroom by engaging with enquiries conducted outside of the classroom and school grounds. They 
will be challenged to apply what they have learned through specific fieldwork in local contexts, to the wider context of UK geography. By posing enquiry 

questions, learners develop the ability to relate these concepts to real world situations in order to make sense of wider spatial patterns. 
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Revision Classes: 

• Once the course has been completed, all lessons will be devoted to revision. 

• Revision classes will be provided at lunchtime/after school in the weeks leading up to the exams. 
 

 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 

• BBC Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ 

• S-Cool http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography 

• Internet Geography http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/gcse/revision.html 

 

Resources / equipment required for course: 

Basic writing equipment 

Coloured pencils 
 

Revision Guide: 

My Revision Notes: WJEC GCSE Geography Dirk Sykes, Rachel Crutcher ISBN: 9781471887406 

 

£9.99 approx. 

 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 

Mrs D. Howlett 
 

 

 

 

Unit 3 
 

 

Non-examination Assessment 
 

 

Externally marked assessment task 

completed in class 
 

 

November of 

Y11 
 

 

Written report 

in response to 
question set 

by WJEC 

 

Weighting 
 

Unit overview: 
Learners will be given the opportunity to develop their skills of geographical enquiry through fieldwork. They will undertake at least two 
fieldwork enquiries, each in a contrasting environment: 

• In one environment the focus of the fieldwork will be on a methodology identified by the WJEC 

• The second fieldwork experience will focus on a conceptual framework identified by WJEC 

Learners will use the skills and information developed through fieldwork to create their individual ‘fieldwork portfolio’. This will be used as a 
resource when completing the assessment task. 

 

 

20% 
 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
• Encourage pupils to read about the topics/issues from additional sources e.g. internet or quality newspapers to broaden their knowledge base 

and access the higher grades. 
• Ensure pupils complete all home learning tasks as they cover essential aspects of the course and develop essential exam skills. 

• Encourage pupils to revise regularly throughout the course and in plenty of time for the June exams. 

• Ensure pupils complete all sections of the NEA in preparation for the NEA examination (second half of Autumn Term in Year 11) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography
http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/gcse/revision.html
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Unit 1: 

 

 
Unit Title: 

The Elizabethan Age, 1558-1603 
 

 
Examination 

1 x 1-hour exam paper 
 

 
Dates: 

June 2019 
 

 
Number of 
questions: 

5 

 
Weighting 

 

Unit overview: 

This is a Study in Depth Unit and it is divided into seven key questions: Pupils will be required to answer questions from many of the key 

KQ 1: Elizabethan Government questions on the examination paper. 
KQ 2: Lifestyles of the Rich and Poor The examination paper tests specific historical skills: 
KQ3: Popular Entertainment 
KQ4: The Problem of Religion • source analysis and evaluation skills 
KQ5: The Catholic Threat 

• recall of factual knowledge and historical understanding 
KQ6: The Spanish Armada 

• essay writing skills KQ7: The Puritan Threat 
 

 
25% 

 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 
History 

 

 
WJEC 

 

 
GCSE 

 

 
No tiers – all pupils sit the same examination papers 

 

Course overview: 
Four Units have to be completed to qualify for an award in GCSE History: 

 
Year 10: Unit 2: The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910-1929 

Unit 1: The Elizabethan Age, 1558-1603 

 

Year 11: Unit 3: Changes in Crime and Punishment, c.1500 to the present day 
Unit 4: Controlled Assessment – the completion of two written tasks based on the Second World War 
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Unit 3: 

 

 
Unit Title: 

Changes in Crime and Punishment, 
c.1500 to the present day 

Examination 
1 x 1 hour 15 min exam paper 

 

 
Number of 
questions: 

7 

 
Weighting 

 

Unit overview: 
Pupils will be required to answer questions from many of the key 

This is a Thematic Study Unit and it is divided into seven key questions: 

KQ1: Causes of Crime questions on the examination paper. 

KQ2: Nature of Crime The examination paper tests specific historical skills: 

KQ3: Enforcing Law and Order 

KQ4: Methods of Combating Crime • recall of factual knowledge and historical understanding 

KQ5: Attitudes to Punishment • use of sources to denote cause/consequence, 
KQ6: Methods of Punishment  change/continuity, similarity/difference, 
KQ7: A study of an historic site connected with crime and punishment significance/importance 

• essay writing skills 
 

 
25% 

 

 
Unit 2: 

 

 
Unit Title: 

The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910-1929 
 

 
Examination: 

1 x 1-hour exam paper 

 
Number of 
questions: 

5 
 

 
Weighting: 

 

Unit overview: 

This is a Study in Depth Unit and it is divided into seven key questions: 
Pupils will be required to answer questions from many of the key 

KQ1: Immigration questions on the examination paper. 

KQ2: Race and Religion The examination paper tests specific historical skills: 

KQ3: Crime and Corruption 

KQ4: Economic Boom, • source analysis and evaluation skills 
KQ5: The End of Economic Prosperity • recall of factual knowledge and historical understanding 
KQ6: Popular Entertainment • essay writing skills 
KQ7: The Role of Women 

 

 
25% 
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Revision Classes: 

• Revision classes will be offered during lunchtimes and afterschool in the spring term 

• Revision classes will also be offered during the Easter holidays/May half-term break 
 

Revision Guides available: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My Revision Notes WJEC GCSE History by R. Paul Evans (Hodder Education, 2014). ISBN: 978-1-4718-3034-1 
WJEC GCSE History: Germany in Transition 1919-39 & The USA 1910-1929 by J. Wright, S. Waugh & R. Paul Evans, (Hodder Education, 2017) ISBN: 978-1-5104-0320-8 
WJEC GCSE History: The Elizabethan Age 1558-1603 & Depression, War and Recovery 1930-1951, R. Paul Evans & Steve May, (Hodder Education, 2017) ISBN: 978-1- 

 

 
Unit 4: 

 

 
Unit Title: 

Working as an historian 
 

 
Controlled Assessment 

(Two assignments completed in class) 
 

 
Dates: 

Oct/Dec in Yr 11 
 

 
Number of 
questions: 

2 
 

 
Weighting 

 

Unit overview: 
Pupils are required to complete two written assignments on aspects of British and/or European history: 

The theme of study will be based upon issues relating to the Second World War. 

 

 
25% 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Ensure that your child attends school regularly so that they do not miss any of the controlled assessment lessons – work can only be completed in the classroom 

• Encourage your child to undertake some background reading research prior to commencement of the tasks 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Encourage your child to read through the course booklets which the Department gives out to each pupil. They need to learn the factual 

content and also practice the exam style questions 
• Use the internet e.g.: BBC Bitesize; YouTube clips 
• Buy the WJEC Revision Guide for GCSE History which contains revision notes, revision exercises and exam practice questions. It also gives you internet access to 

model answers and on-line quizzes 
• Test your child on the factual content 
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5104-0318-5 
WJEC GCSE History: Changes in Health and Medicine, c1340 to the present day & Changes in Crime and Punishment, c.1500 to the present day, R. Paul Evans & A. 
Wilkinson, (Hodder Education, 2017) ISBN: 978-1510403192 

 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/tch_wjec/ 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/adolf_hitler.htm 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/ 

 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: Dr. R. P. Evans 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/tch_wjec/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/adolf_hitler.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/


  
Subject Examination Board Level of Award Tiers (Examination 

Units) 

Level 1/2 Hospitality and 
catering 

WJEC Level 1/Level 2  

Course overview: 
Unit 1 (Examination unit – 40% of final grade) The Hospitality and catering industry 
Unit 2 (Externally set and internally marked – 60% of final grade) Hospitality and catering in action 
 
Each of the units of the WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering have been designed so that knowledge, skills and 
understanding are developed through tasks that have many of the characteristics of real work in the sector. There are two mandatory units 
within this qualification. Each unit has what is referred to as an applied purpose, which acts as a focus for the learning in the unit. They have 
been devised around the concept of a ‘plan, do, review’ approach so that you take part in practical activities in different contexts in order to 
learn the related theories. This approach mirrors many work-related activities in the hospitality and catering sector and also provides for 
learning in a range of contexts. 
 

What will I study? 

Unit 1: Hospitality and catering industry: You will focus on learning about different types of providers, legislation, food safety and the roles 

and responsibilities within the sector.  

Unit 2: Hospitality and catering in action: You will develop practical skills for planning, preparing, cooking and presenting nutritional dishes to 

meet specific client’s needs. 

Resources/equipment required for the course: 
Arch lever folder and Dividers 

Ingredients for practical application (every other week) 

 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 

Ensure that pupils: 

• Collect necessary ingredients for practising the skills for UNIT 2 

• Support and encourage student to complete the Home Learning task set 
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Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: 

 

Information and 

Communications Technology 
 

 

WJEC 
 

 

GCSE 
 

 

GCSE (single award) & GCSE (Short award) 
 

Course overview: 

The specification encourages the investigation and study of Information and Communication Technology in a variety of contexts. In these contexts, the 
candidates are given opportunities to acquire competence, capability and critical skills through the creation, implementation, use and evaluation of a range of 

information and communication systems. 
• To obtain a GCSE (Single Award) in ICT, candidates are required to study Unit 1, Unit 2, Unit 3 and Unit 4. 

• To complete a GCSE (Short Course) in ICT, candidates are required to study Unit 1 and Unit 2. 

Candidates may take Unit 1 and Unit 2: 
• and cash-in for the short course specification 

• before Unit 3 and 4 and cash-in for a full GCSE qualification at the end of the course 

• in the same series as Unit 3 and Unit 4 and cash-in for a full GCSE qualification. 

 

Unit 1 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Understanding ICT 
 

 

Assessment: 

External assessment 1.5hrs 
 

 

Weighting 

Single Award 20%; Short Course 
40% 

Unit overview: 

WJEC will set a theory examination, each session with questions related to a home and school context. 
 

This examination paper will assess the requirements of the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study for Information and Communication Technology and the 

functional elements of ICT in a home and school context. 
 

 

Unit 2 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Solving problems in ICT 
 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 
Controlled Assessment: 22½ hours 

 

 

Weighting 

Single Award 30%; Short 

Course 60% 

Unit overview: 

WJEC will set a different assignment each year to be completed using a range of software to demonstrate ability in the practical application of ICT skills. 
 

This controlled assessment consists of a portfolio of work which shows candidates' attainment in obtaining and interpreting different types of information; 

using, developing and communicating information to meet the purpose of their studies and presenting the results of their work. This assignment will assess 
the practical aspects of the functional elements of ICT. 
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Unit 3 
 

 

Unit Title: 

ICT in Organisations 
 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 

External Assessment: 1½ hours 
 

 

Weighting 

Single Award only 20% 
 

Unit overview: 

WJEC will set a theory examination each session, with questions related to a business and industry context. 

This examination paper will assess the 'application' content of ICT in a business and industry context. 

  

Unit 4 
 

 

Unit Title: 
Developing Multimedia ICT Solutions 

 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 
Controlled assessment 22½ hours 

 

 

Weighting 
Single Award only 30% 

 

Unit overview: 
WJEC will set a different assignment each year to be completed using multimedia software. 

 

This controlled assessment will give candidates the opportunity to develop a piece of work using multimedia software following a single task brief issued by 
WJEC. 

 

 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
• Ensure pupils are using guidance booklets 

• Previous exam papers are available online via WJEC website 

• Support pupils to be organised and attend catch-up sessions and extra tuition outside of normal lesson time. 

• Ensure that home learning tasks are completed. 

• Arrange access to the Internet, whether this be at home or local library, so that pupils are able to access vle. 

• Help pupils access extra catch-up sessions and extra tuition outside of normal lesson time. 
 

Further course information: Mrs. R Williams 
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Course 
 

 

GCSE Numeracy 
 

Examination 

Foundation Tier: 
Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes written Non- 

calculator 

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes written calculator 
 

Intermediate and higher: 

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes written Non- 

calculator 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes written calculator 

Dates: 

Unit 1 
May 2023 

(Non-calculator) 

 

Unit 2 

May 2023 

(Calculator) 

 

Weighting 

50% 

 

50% 
 

Course 
 

GCSE Mathematics 
 

Examination 

Foundation Tier: 
Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes written Non- 

calculator 

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes written calculator 
 

Intermediate and higher: 

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes written Non- 
calculator 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes written calculator 

Dates 
 

Unit 1 

May 2023 

(Non-calculator) 
 

Unit 2 

June 2023 
(Calculator) 

 

 

50% 

 

 

50% 
 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 

Mathematics 
 

 

WJEC 
 

 

GCSE Numeracy 

GCSE Mathematics 
 

Higher Tier: A* - C 

Intermediate Tier B - E 
Foundation Tier: D - G 

 

The course covers the following areas of mathematics: 

 
1. Using and applying mathematics – The use of knowledge, skills and understanding in practical tasks, in real life problems and investigations. 
2. Number – The understanding and use of number, including estimation and approximation, interpreting results and checking for accuracy. 
3. Algebra – The use of symbols and graphs in expressing relationships. 

4. Geometry and Measure – The properties of 2D and 3D shapes and use of measurement, location and transformation. 
5. Probability and Statistics – The collection, use and interpretation of data and the understanding of probability. 
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Revision Classes: 

Timetabled after school revision sessions in the run up to examinations 

Revision Guides available from the school: 

CGP GCSE Mathematics Revision Guide 

CGP GCSE Mathematics Workbook 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 

www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 

 

Resources / equipment required for course: 
 

Scientific Calculator 

Geometry Set 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: Mrs. K Flanagan 

 

All pupils in year 10 will take two qualifications in Mathematics, these will be GCSE Mathematics Numeracy and GCSE Mathematics. GCSE 

Mathematics Numeracy will focus on the mathematics that the pupils will need in their everyday lives, in the world of work, and in other 
general curriculum areas. Most questions will be given in a context in the numeracy exam. GCSE Mathematics will extend to aspects of 

mathematics needed for progression to scientific, technical or further mathematical study. The students will sit both papers in the summer of 

2020. Year 10 pupils will be given home learning from maths every week and this will often include practise exam questions. 
 

 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 

 
• Students will need to provide their own scientific calculator and geometry set for lessons and the examinations. 

• All students are expected to complete all pieces of home learning, as this extends on the skills and techniques learnt in the classroom. 

• Pupils will regularly be given exam questions during lessons and these need to be completed if they don’t have time to finish them in class 

• Topic lists will be shared for each revision topic and they will be expected to evaluate their understanding after the assessment of each topic. You 
can help your son/daughter to work through their areas of weakness on www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk. 

 

http://www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
http://www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
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Area – 

Motor Vehicle 

(Rhyl College) 
 

 

Qualification Title 
 

IMI Level 2 Certificate in Component 

Fitting. 600/6452/3 
 

 

Assessment 
 

Written and practical assessment as 

well as online formal assessment. 
 

 

Dates: 
 

2 Year programme 

(September onwards) 
 

 
 

Credits – 

 
A minimum of 28 credits must 

be achieved 

 

Qualification overview: 
 

There are 2 Mandatory units: 
 

● Skills and Knowledge in Health, Safety and Good House Keeping in the Automotive Environment. 

● Skills and Knowledge in Removing and Refitting Basic Light Vehicle Mechanical, Electrical and Trim (MET) Components and 

Non-Fixed Vehicle Body Panels. 
● 

plus 4 optional units: 
 

● Tools, Equipment and Materials for Vehicle Maintenance 
● Spark Ignition Engine Systems, Components and Operation 

● Skills and Knowledge in Inspection and Replacement of Light Vehicle Exhaust Components 

● Skills and Knowledge of Inspection, Adjustment and Replacement of Light Vehicle Braking Systems 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
 

● Encourage pupils to attend college prepared to learn with pens, paper, files and PPE. 

● Encourage pupils to read through handouts and notes. 

● Ensure pupils complete all home learning tasks as they cover essential aspects of the course. 

● Encourage pupils to revise regularly throughout the course and in plenty of time for the formal assessments. 
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Components 
1 and 2 

(internally 
assessed) 

 

Unit Title: 
Exploring the Performing Arts 

 
Developing Skills and Techniques in the 
Performing Arts 

 

Assessment: 
Log Books 
Workshop evidence (filmed) 
Performances 

 

Dates: 
Completed by 
the end of year 
10 

 

Number of 
assignments: 

 
2 

 

Weighting 

60% 

 Learners will focus on: 
• the development of core knowledge and understanding of a range of performance styles and disciplines, and the key features that contribute to 

these such as practitioners’ roles, responsibilities, skills and techniques 
• the development and application of skills such as: practical and interpretative, rehearsal and performance. in acting, dance and/or musical theatre, 
through workshops and classes 
• reflective practice through the development of skills and techniques that allow learners to respond to feedback and identify areas for improvement 
using relevant presentation techniques, for example a logbook. 

 
Internal assessment is through assignments that are subject to external standards verification. In order to be awarded a qualification, a learner must 
complete and achieve all three components with a grade Level 1 Pass or above and achieve the minimum number of points at a grade threshold. 
Learners who do not pass all components shown in the structure will not achieve a qualification, even if they have enough points at a grade threshold 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Encourage your child to develop their skills in drama, dance or music and to build up their confidence and self-esteem. 

• Encourage pupils to learn lines, dance routines, lyrics and music to create a successful performance. 

• Ensure that pupils are completing their log book. 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 
Performing Arts 

 

 
Pearson (Edexcel) 

 

 
BTEC Level 2 

 

No tiers. Grades of Pass, Merit and Distinction and Distinction* at 
Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE grades A*-C) available to all 
candidates. 
Level 1 Pass (GCSE grades D-G) can be awarded to candidates not 
achieving Level 2. 

Course overview: BTEC LEVEL 1/LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING) 

 

Unit 1 Exploring the Performing Arts  36 Guided learning Hours level 1 and 2 How assessed: Internal 
Unit 2 Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts   36 Guided learning Hours level 1 and 2 How assessed:  Internal 
Unit 3 Responding to a Brief  48 Guided learning Hours level 1 and 2 How assessed:  External 
The course qualification is equivalent to one GCSE. 



4
2
 

Revision Classes: 
There will be some after-school classes to help pupils’ complete units and develop their knowledge when needed for instance before a performance or an  externally 
assessed unit. 

 

Homework: 
Will be set on Satchel:One. 

 

Revision Guides available: 
There is no revision guide for this course. There are lots of resource links online – links will be given out to learners on Satchel and in class. 

Some useful Websites for the course: 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zbckjxs 
http://www.edexcel.com/btec 
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/ 

Contact for further information: 
Mrs L Williams 

Component 3 
 

Unit Title: 

Responding to a Brief 
 

Assessment: 
Synoptic and Externally Assessed 

 

Number of 
assignments: 

1 

Weighting 
60 Marks 

40% 

Task set and marked by Pearson completed under supervised conditions. 
 

• Twelve weeks before the supervised assessment period, learners will be provided with the set task in order to carry out the development of creative 
ideas and rehearsal for the Workshop Performance. 
• The set task will be completed in three hours within the period timetabled by Pearson. 
• 60 marks. 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Support pupils with homework and research tasks on roles and skills in the performing arts. 

• Check pupils’ homework tasks are being completed. 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zbckjxs
http://www.edexcel.com/btec
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/
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Unit 1: 

 

 
Unit Title: 

Written Exam 
 

 
Examination 

 

 
2-hour paper 

 

 
Weighting 

50% 
 

Unit overview: 
The examination is a two-hour paper. 
Learners will be assessed through a range of short and extended questions. 
The questions will be based on audio-visual stimuli and other sources. The modules covered will be examined in any part of the paper. The more challenging questions will 
be weighted more heavily and require the ability to explain key aspects with detail and analyse sources of information. 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
For each topic covered learners are given exam style questions on a regular basis. It is essential that all home learning is complete in order to develop exam technique. 
These will be available on the Show My Homework website. Parents can also utilise the BBC Bitesize WJEC GCSE PE page which is up to date and links with the new 
specification. 

 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 
Physical Education 

 

 
WJEC 

 

 
GCSE 

 

 
Unit 1 Written Exam 

Unit 2 Practical Controlled assessment 

Course overview: 

Module 1 – Health, Training and Fitness (components of fitness, testing, training methods, health, fitness diet & nutrition) 
Module 2 – Psychology of Sport and Physical Activity (skill, ability, information processing, stages of learning, training sessions, practice types, goal setting, motivation, 
skill continuum, guidance) 
Module 3 – Socio-Cultural issues in Sport (sport funding, participation, national lottery, government, sports councils) 
Module 4 – Exercise & Physiology (skeletal system, cardio vascular system, respiratory system) 
Module 5 – Movement Analysis (sports technology, muscle contractions, lever system, axes of movement) 
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Revision Classes: 
After the practical assessment revision classes will be held after school on a day that suits most learners. 
There will be the opportunity for learners to take part in additional practical sessions that take place on the extra-curricular time table and representing school for 
various teams in competitions. 

Revision Guides available: 
https://delta.hoddereducation.co.uk/EInspection/9781510429406/files/index.html?x=8f674edc66464ab785a6558e5a9a3d2c 

 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zqfysg8 
www.wjec.co.uk 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/get-inspired 
Further subject specific information: 

 

If parents require any further information please contact any member of the PE 
department. 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

Mr E Fenlon 
 

 
Unit 2: 

 

 
Unit Title: 

Practical Controlled Assessment 
 

 
Controlled Assessment 

 

 
100 marks 
available 

 

 
Weighting 

50% 
 

Unit overview: 
The practical assessment requires learners to complete 4 elements of assessment. They must take part as a performer in one individual sport, one team sport and one 
other sport of their choice. Linked to the main sport learners must complete a personal fitness programme. 
Each sport is worth a maximum of 28 marks and the personal fitness programme worth 16 marks. 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
Ensure that learners are organised with appropriate kit for all lessons including Core PE lessons which will support their GCSE lessons. 
Encourage learners to be active in their own time and take part in their chosen sport. 
Any off-site activities/sports e.g. skiing, horse riding, dance etc. are required by the WJEC exam board to provide supporting video evidence for their practical assessment. 

 

https://delta.hoddereducation.co.uk/EInspection/9781510429406/files/index.html?x=8f674edc66464ab785a6558e5a9a3d2c
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zqfysg8
http://www.wjec.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/get-inspired
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Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

Product Design 
 

WJEC 
 

GCSE 
 

Single tiered assessment covering grades A*–G to cater for 

students of all abilities. 
 

Course overview: 

This WJEC GCSE in Design and Technology offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for learners to identify and solve real problems by designing and 

making products or systems. Through studying GCSE Design and Technology, learners will be prepared to participate confidently and successfully in an 

increasingly technological world; and be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and technology, including historical, social/cultural, 
environmental and economic factors. 

 

The specification enables learners to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise, in order to: 

         develop an appreciation of the importance of creativity and innovation to good design practice 

actively engage in the processes of design and technology to develop as effective and independent learners 

understand the key principles of designing and making 

use their knowledge, skills and understanding to make design decisions in order to make a quality prototype 
analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to meet needs, wants and opportunities, recognising their impact on quality of life 
critically analyse links between the principles of good design, existing solutions and technological knowledge 
understand the underlying technical principles within design and technology within their chosen endorsed area, with emphasis on emerging technologies, 

materials and practices. 
 

This specification also gives learners an opportunity to produce extended written responses and demonstrate the quality of their written communication, 
including appropriate use of punctuation and grammar. 

 

Year 10: 

In year 10 pupils will develop the necessary skills through the completion of project-based work and home learning tasks. Pupils will work through learning 

plans set out in an A4 booklet and a supplementary informal sketchbook. The learning plans detail the outcomes of each section of work in addition to 

assessment tasks and learning objectives. These are a useful resource for learners and parents, providing information about what should be achieved within 
a given timeframe. 

 
The learning plans outline project work and topic focus for each half term: 

Half term 1: Core Skills - The impact of new and emerging technologies 
Half term 2: Graphics Skills 

Half term 3: Core Skills -This section is designed to develop understanding, application and skills when designing and making prototypes. Pupils will design 

and manufacture a key fob 

Half term 4: In-depth knowledge and understanding of Product Design Materials Properties 

Half term 5: 3D CAD Skills 
Half term 6: Core Skills - How energy is generated and stored in order to choose and use appropriate sources to make products 
Year 11: 

Pupils will spend the majority of lesson time preparing for and completing the two externally assessed units. 
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Unit 1: 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Unit 1: Design and Technology in 

the 21st Century 
Written examination: 2 hours 

50% of qualification 

 

Written Paper 

(examination) 
 

 

Dates: 

Summer Yr 11 
 

 

Weighting 

50% 
 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Pupils will need a revision guide. (the type to be used will be confirmed at a later date) 

• Pupils will need to consistently complete the home learning tasks set. These are all based on the written paper and designed to improve 

performance in the examination. Spare home learning task sheets are available in school. 

• Pupils are to maintain a design folder and a detailed sketchbook to show the development of their designing skills. Parents can help by encouraging 
and monitoring pupils’ independent work in the sketchbook. 

 

 

Unit 2: 

Unit Title: 
Unit 2: Design and make task 

Non-exam assessment 
 

Dates: 

Summer Yr 11 

Weighting 

50% 

Unit 2: Design and make task 
Non-exam assessment: approximately 35 hours and 50% of qualification 
A sustained design and make task, based on a contextual challenge set by WJEC, assessing candidates' ability to: 

• identify, investigate, analyse and outline design possibilities 

• design and make prototypes and evaluate their fitness for purpose 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
• Encourage pupils to attend the DT club at lunchtimes (these are on every day per week), or after school on Thursdays. 

• Assist pupils in sourcing specific materials required to make individual designs. 

Revision Classes: 
Every lunchtime, with access to computers and the opportunity to do practical work. Thursday after school until 5pm. 

 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
www.technologystudent.com 

Resources / equipment required for course: 
Revision guide. 

A3 folder (for formal design work) and A4 informal design sketchbook 

A4 workbook (for revision and home learning tasks) 
Some specific materials/resources may be required depending upon the candidates own designs. 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further 

information: 
Mr G W Jones 

 

Unit overview: 

Unit 1: Design and Technology in the 21st Century 
Written examination: 2 hours 

A mix of short answer, structured and extended writing questions assessing candidates' knowledge and understanding of one area 
selected from Product Design 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
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Unit 2: 
 

Unit Title: 
Islam 

Examination 
WJEC 

 Number of 
questions: 4 

Weighting 
30 marks 

Unit 2 overview: 
Beliefs about God – Allah Sources of Authority in Islam, The Mosque, prayer, rules about food. 

. Obligatory acts 1: Shahadah, Zakat, Saddaqah and Sawm. 
 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
Encourage students to research topics at home, use GCSE bite size. RE on line, you tube 

YR 10 
Religion and 
philosophical 

themes 

 
Unit Title: 
Christianity 

 

 
Examination 

WJEC 
 

 
No of 

questions 4 
 

Weighting 
50% 

30 marks per unit 
 

Unit 1 overview: 
Beliefs about God, Beliefs about Creation, Beliefs about Jesus, Christian morals, Christian groups working for social justice, The 

Catholic and Protestant Churches, Church buildings, Christian prayer, Interfaith dialogue Persecution of Christians in the modern 

world. 

 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

 
Encourage students to research topics at home, use GCSE bite size and RE on line, you tube 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

Religious Studies 
 

WJEC 
 

GCSE 
 

4 units covered in YR 10 with Examination 
4 units covered in YR 11 with examination 

 

Course overview: 
Year 10: 4 units. Religion and philosophical themes 
Year 11: 4 units, Religion and ethical themes 
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Revision Classes: After school on Thursday  

 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: RE online, GCSE bitesize 
 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

Mrs D Pierce 
 

Unit 4: 
 

Unit Title: 
Good and Evil 

  Number of 
questions: 4 

Weighting 
30 marks 

Unit overview: 

Crime and punishment, prison reformers, the death penalty, peace conflict and reconciliation, what is evil. 
. 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
Encourage students to research topics at home, GCSE bite size, RE online, you tube 

Unit 3: 
 

Unit Title: 
Issues of life and death 

  Number of 
questions: 4 

Weighting 
30 marks 

Unit overview: 
Creation: science and religious beliefs, Stewardship of the planet, Humans and animals, Origin and value of human life, Life after 

death, Funeral rites 

 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
Encourage students to research topics at home, GCSE bite size, RE-online, you tube 
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Area 
 

Salon 

Services 

(Rhyl College) 
 

Qualification Title - 
 

Yr 10 - VTCT Level 1 Certificate in 

Hair and Beauty Skills (VRQ) 

601/5785/9 

Yr 11 - VTCT Level 2 Certificate in 

Hair and Beauty Skills (VRQ) 

601/5790/2 
 

Assessment 
 

Learners are required to produce a 

portfolio of evidence, covering 

practical assessments and written 

assessments. 
 

Dates: 
 

This is a 2 Year 

programme, following 

the school years for 

year 10 and year 11 
 

Credits 

 
A minimum of 15 credits 

must be achieved at each 

level 

 

Qualification overview: 
 

The main purpose of the VTCT qualifications in Hair and Beauty Skills (VRQ) are to enable learners to develop hair and beauty skills, techniques and 

knowledge, which will prepare learners to progress to the next level of vocational learning. All the units in this qualification directly prepare learners 

for further study in the hair and beauty sector. 
 

All units in this qualification have been designed as a foundation for further study both in the hair and beauty sector and more broadly. Learners will 
develop knowledge of the hair and beauty sector and use this as a basis for further learning, as a full time or part time learner. 

 
These qualifications will enable learners to develop the practical hair and beauty skills and techniques required to create a total look using colour; via 
the mandatory unit: 
- Create a hair and beauty image using colour 

 
Learners will also study a range of technical optional units including: hand and nail care, make-up application, skin care, blow-drying hair, winding skills, 
shampooing and conditioning hair, plaiting hair, colouring hair using temporary colour. 

 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
 

● Encourage pupils to attend college prepared to learn with pens, paper, files and PPE. 

● Encourage pupils to read through handouts and notes. 

● Encourage pupils to complete all written homework tasks. 
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Yr. 10 Unit 1: 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Biology 1 
 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 

Both 
 

 

Number of 

questions 

About 8 

 

Weighting 

15% 
 

Unit overview 

This unit looks at: 1. Cells and movement across membranes 
2. Respiration and the respiratory system in humans 
3. Digestion and the digestive system in humans 
4. Circulatory system in humans 

5. Plants and photosynthesis 

6. Ecosystems and human impact on the environment 
Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 

• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 

• Ensure they actively engage in improving their numeracy skills in order to successfully complete the exam questions centred around application of 

number. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 

• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 
written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 

 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 

Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 

Year 10: Year 1 of Science 

(Double Award) 
 

 

WJEC 
 

 

GCSE A* - G 
 

 

Higher and Foundation (Each of the six units can be F or H 

and students can have a mixed entry) 
 

Course overview: 
Year 10 Sets 1, 2 and 3 follow this two-year course. 

 

Science (Double Award) comprises of six units; Biology 1, Chemistry 1, and Physics 1 in year 10 and Biology 2, Chemistry 2, and Physics 2 in year 11. 
There is a practical assessment, worth 10%, which will take place in the first half of the spring term of year 11. 
All exams will be sat in the summer exam series only. 
Each of the six examined units are worth 15% each of the total, with the practical assessment making up the final 10%. 
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Yr. 10 Unit 2: 
 

 

Unit Title: 
Chemistry 1 

 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 
Both 

 

Number of 

questions 
About 8 

 

 

Weighting 
15% 

 

Unit overview 

This unit looks at: 1. The nature of substances and chemical reactions 
2. Atomic structure and the Periodic Table 
3. Water 
4. The ever-changing Earth 
5. Rate of chemical change 

Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 

• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 

• Ensure they actively engage in improving their numeracy skills in order to successfully complete the exam questions centred around application of 
number. 

• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 

• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 

Encourage pupils to make use of Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 

 

Yr 10 Unit 3: 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Physics 1 
 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 

Both 
 

 

Number of 

questions 
About 8 

 

Weighting 

15% 
 

Unit overview 

This unit looks at: 1. Electric circuits 

2. Generating electricity 
3. Making use of energy 
4. Domestic electricity 

5. Features of waves 
 
Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 

• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 

• Ensure they actively engage in improving their numeracy skills in order to successfully complete the exam questions centred around application of 

number. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 



Yr. 11 Unit 4: 

 
 

Unit overview 

Unit Title:
 Exa

m Biology 2 

mination or Controlled A 
Both 

ssessment Exam. Date Number of Weighting 
Summer  questions  15% 

2019 About 8 

This unit looks at: 1. Classification and biodiversity 
2. Cell division and stem cells 
3. DNA and inheritance 
4. Variation and evolution 
5. Response and regulation 
6. Disease, defence and treatment 
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Subject: Examination Board:  Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 

Year 11: Year 2 of Science 

(Double Award) 
 

 

WJEC 
 

  

Foundation (Each of the six units can be F or H 

and students can have a mixed entry) 
 

Course overview: 
 

Science (Double Award) comprises of six units; Biology 1, Chemistry 1, and Physics 1 in year 10 and Biology 2, Chemistry 2, and Physics 2 in year 11. 

There is a practical assessment, worth 10%, which will take place in the first half of the spring term of year 11. 
All exams will be sat in the summer exam series only. 
Each of the six examined units are worth 15% each of the total, with the practical assessment making up the final 10%. 

 

Candidates should: 
• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 

• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 

• Complete all online home learning tasks on time and to the best of their ability. 

• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 

• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 

Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 

Promote the attendance of after school science revision clubs as early as possible. 

Level of Award: 

 

GCSE A* - G Higher and 
 

• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 
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Yr. 11 Unit 

5: 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Chemistry 2 
 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 

Both 
 

Number of 

questions 

About 8 
 

 

Weighting 

15% 
 

Unit overview 
This unit looks at: 1. Bonding, structure and properties 

2. Acids, bases and salts 

3. Metals and their extraction 

4. Chemical reactions and energy 

5. Crude oil, fuels and carbon compounds 

Candidates should: 
• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 

• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 

• Complete all online home learning tasks on time and to the best of their ability. 

• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 

• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 
written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 

 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 

Encourage pupils to make use of Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 
Promote the attendance of after school science revision clubs as early as possible. 

 

 

Yr 11 Unit 6: 
 

 

Unit Title: 

Physics 2 
 

 

Examination or Controlled Assessment 

Both 
 

 

Number of 

questions 
About 8 

 

Weighting 

15% 
 

Unit overview 

This unit looks at: 1. Distance, speed and acceleration 

2. Newton's laws 

3. Work and energy 

4. Stars and planets 

5. Types of radiation 

6. Half-life 

Candidates should: 
• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 

• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 

• Complete all online home learning tasks on time and to the best of their ability. 

• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 

• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
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Yr 11 Unit 7: 
 

 

Unit Title: 
(Double Award) Practical Assessment 

 

 

Weighting 

10% 
 

Unit overview 

This assessment gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to work scientifically. This will include experimental skills and 
strategies and skills in analysis and evaluation. 

 

The practical assessment is un-tiered and will take place in the first half of the spring term (January – February). It is recommended that this should 
be in the final year of study (i.e. year 11). 

 

Each year, WJEC will provide three tasks based on the content of GCSE Science (Double Award). This will include one task from each of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. Learners are only required to submit two tasks so centres can select which two they wish to use with their learners. 

• The tasks will be externally marked by WJEC and will change on an annual basis. 
 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 

Encourage pupils to make use of Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 

Promote the attendance of after school science revision clubs as early as possible. 



Subject Examination Board Level of Award Tiers (Examination Units) 

GCSE Applied Science (Double 

Award) 

WJEC GCSE Higher and Foundation 

Course overview: 
GCSE Applied Science (Double Award) utilises a context-led approach to science learning and assessment. The qualification combines all three elements of 

Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and applies them to the modern world. You will develop your practical and problem-solving skills and understand 
the important role that science has in society. 

Year 10 

Unit 1 is an exam which makes up 22.5% of the qualification. This exam can be sat at either foundation tier or at higher tier.  
Unit 2 is an exam which makes up 22.5% of the qualification. This exam can be sat at either foundation tier or at higher tier.  

 
Year 11 

Unit 3 is an exam which makes up 25% of the qualification. This exam can be sat at either foundation tier or at higher tier.  
Unit 4 is a task-based assessment which makes up 20% of the qualification. This assessment can be sat at either foundation tier or at higher tier.  

Unit 5 is a practical assessment which makes up 10% of the qualification. This assessment is un-tiered 

 

What will I study? 

Year 10 -Unit 1 
Energy and life  

All living things are made of cells which work together to perform a particular function. You will learn how substances move into and out of cells and how 
respiration occurs. You will learn about breathing and digestion and the role of enzymes.  

Modern living and energy  

Electricity is essential to modern-day living. You will learn about the different methods to generate electricity and will find out how we get the electricity 
from where it is produced, to our home. You will study electrical circuits, and how components are arranged. You will also learn how we can we keep our 

homes warm and yet keep heating bills down, how we can improve the energy efficiency of cars, and how our carbon footprint can be reduced. 
Obtaining resources from our planet  

Water is a need of every living thing. You will find out what water is made up of and how we obtain clean water for household use. You will also consider 
the benefits and environmental impacts of obtaining raw materials. You will learn about classification of elements in the Periodic Table and the idea of 

chemical change.  

 
Year 10 - Unit 2 

Our planet  
Transfer and recycling of nutrients is essential to keep ecosystems in balance. You will learn how energy and nutrients pass through food chains and how 

nutrients are recycled in nature. You will consider how ecosystems are in balance and how living organisms are dependent on their environment and each 

other for survival. You will also learn about the electromagnetic spectrum and how it helps us to learn about objects far from Earth and what they are made 
of. 

Protecting our environment  
Human activities are affecting the other living things on our planet. You will learn about how we can monitor our effect on other living things, how we can 

maintain biodiversity and how we can treat our waste products to improve safety.  

Health, fitness and sport 



NB All information was correct at the time of editing in preparation for the parents’ information evening but is subject to change 

without prior notice, although appropriate correspondence will be organised in order to update parents and carers of any changes. 

 

 

  

Treatment of infection and disease is extremely important, and as our life expectancy increases, new diseases will arise. You will learn about why we catch 

some diseases but not others, and how our bodies resist infection. Drugs are also used to treat disease and you will learn about how drug companies make 

sure a new drug is as safe as possible. You will find out what techniques are used to image human tissue and how these techniques are used in diagnosis. 

Year 11 – Unit 3 

Materials for a purpose  
Choosing the right materials can have a major effect on the success and performance of an object. What material should we use to build objects such as 

tennis rackets, artificial hips, or safety helmets? This topic helps you understand why a material is selected for a purpose.  
Food for the future 

 The production and processing of food require a number of scientific skills and techniques. You will learn about producing high quality food for the future, 

maximising food output, and the cost to the environment as a result of changes in agricultural practises. 
Scientific detection 

 Analytical scientists work in a wide range of different industries where scientific detection is important. Concepts such as how clean and free from pollution 
is the local river, how much flavouring is present in a particular brand of chewing gum and how DNA evidence is used to connect a suspect to a crime scene 

are considered.  

Controlling processes  
The chemical industry today is developing new processes for manufacturing chemicals more efficiently and with less impact on the environment. You will 

study how we can control a chemical process so that it remains safe and yet produce what we want in a reasonable time, and for a reasonable cost. 
Nuclear reactions are used to generate electricity. You will learn how we can control a nuclear reaction so that we can generate electricity. 
 

What skills will I develop?  

• knowledge and understanding of key areas of science and its application  

• competence and confidence in a variety of practical and problem-solving skills  

• scientific enquiry and modelling skills and understanding in laboratory, and work-related contexts  

• understanding of the relationships between data, evidence and explanations 

• understanding of how society makes decisions about scientific issues 

• communication, mathematical and technological skills in scientific contexts 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 

Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 

Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. Promote the attendance of 

after school science revision clubs as early as possible. 
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Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

TGAU Welsh Second 

Language 

 

WJEC 
 

GCSE 
 

This is a unitised specification which allows for an element of staged 

assessments 

 

Course overview: 

The course provides experiences which give all students the opportunity to reach their full potential in Welsh in line with their needs and abilities. The aim is to develop a positive 

attitude towards Wales, the Welsh language and Welsh cultures. The course also promotes effective use of Welsh. Unit 1 is assessed in Year 10. Unit 2, 3 and 4 will be assessed in 

March and April. The qualification has two external assessment units which are weighted equally and two internal assessment units. The two external assessment units test reading and 

writing while the two internal assessment units test oral and listening skills. 

Units 1 and 2 
 

Non-examination assessment 
 

 Weighting 

25% each 

Unit overview: 

Speaking and listening assessments. Tasks for pairs/groups of three based on visual stimuli and triggers provided by WJEC. 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

GCSE Second Language students will benefit from purchasing the Collins Revision WJEC GCSE Welsh Second Language Essentials book by Jo Knell and the new GCSE revision guide from 

WJEC. Encourage students to revise using the GCSE Bitesize Welsh Second Language site. All essential vocabulary is on Quizlet. 

 

Units 3 and 4 
 

Written examinations 1 hour 30 minutes 

each 

  Weighting 

25% each 

Unit 3 is a narrative, specific and instructional written examination. Reading tasks will include a translation task from English to Welsh, one proof reading task and writing tasks. Unit 4 is 

a descriptive, creative and imaginative written examination. Learners are not permitted to use any dictionaries or any other resources in any part of the assessments. 

 

How can parents/carers help at home? 

• Ensure that students realise the importance of setting aside plenty of time to thoroughly master the work. 
 

Revision Classes: Available on request and by prior arrangement. 
 

Revision Guides available: 

Collins Revision WJEC GCSE Welsh Second Language Essentials book by Jo Knell. Collins WJEC Revision Welsh second Language. 
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Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 

GCSE Bitesize Second Language Welsh. Quizlet. Say Something Welsh. 
 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

Mrs. L Evans 
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Subject: Examination Board: Level of Award: Tiers: (Examination Units) 

 

Welsh Baccalaureate 
 

 

WJEC 
 

 

GCSE Skills Challenge 

Certificate 

 

Foundation/National 
 

Course overview: 

 

The central focus of the Welsh Baccalaureate at Key Stage 4 is to provide a vehicle for 14-16 year olds to consolidate and develop essential and 
employability skills. The qualification will help learners to prepare for their future by developing skills, attributes and behaviours valued by post-16 

educators and potential employers. The emphasis in the Welsh Baccalaureate is on applied learning i.e. acquiring and applying a range of transferable 
skills. Learners will develop skills in the context of purposeful tasks and appropriate knowledge and understanding. The Welsh Baccalaureate will 

encourage the learner to value skills development as a key aspect of education and life-long learning. Offering a learning experience relevant to the 

needs and demands of the workplace will develop learners’ confidence, drive and initiative, preparing them to enter, succeed and progress in the world 
of work. 

 

Through the Welsh Baccalaureate learners will raise their skills levels and confidence, enabling and empowering them to take their place as responsible 
and active citizens within a diverse society. Alongside and through the development of skills, the Welsh Baccalaureate provides learners with the 

opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of society, the community in which they live and an awareness of global issues, events and 

perspectives. 

 

The Welsh Baccalaureate is based on: 

 

1. GCSE Skills Challenge Certificate (National is graded A*-C, Foundation as Pass* or Pass). This is also a stand-alone GCSE. 

2. Supporting Qualifications (English or Welsh language, Maths or numeracy plus 3 other GCSE’s). 

 
The requirements of both the Skills Challenge Certificate and Supporting Qualifications must be met in order to achieve the overarching Welsh 
Baccalaureate, which will be graded as Level 2 Pass if supporting qualifications are C or above. A Level 1 Pass is awarded otherwise. 

 
Students may attain the GCSE Skills Challenge certificate but will not be awarded the Welsh Baccalaureate unless they have 

attained the required supporting qualifications. 
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Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: Mrs D. Howlett 

 

2 
 

 

Supporting Qualifications 
 

 

Assessed by Examination 
 

 

Dates: 

June of Year 11 
 

 

The Supporting Qualifications include two mandatory GCSEs of English Language or Welsh Language, together with Mathematics-Numeracy or 

Mathematics. A further three GCSEs are also required, of which two may be of equivalent qualifications. To meet the National Welsh Baccalaureate 
requirements all five of the Supporting Qualifications must be achieved at grades A*-C. Similarly, for the Foundation Welsh Baccalaureate the Supporting 

Qualifications must be achieved at grades A*-G 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
 

• Encourage students to maximise their success in their Level 2 courses in order to gain grade C or above in their subjects 
 

 

1 
 

 

GCSE Skills Challenge Certificate 
 

 

Assessed by completion of 4 Controlled 

Assessment Tasks 
 

 

Dates: Throughout Year 10/11 
 

The Skills Challenge Certificate consists of four components which are followed by all learners: 

• Individual Project 

• Enterprise and Employability Challenge 

• Global Citizenship Challenge 

• Community Challenge 

The combined outcomes of the four components will determine whether the Skills Challenge Certificate is awarded at National or 
Foundation level. 

 

 

How can parents/ carers help at home? 
• Ensure students attend all lessons in order to complete the controlled assessment tasks 

 



Appendices 



 
 

This notice has been produced on behalf of: 

AQA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC 

Information for candidates: non-examination assessments 

This document tells you about some things that you must and must not do when you are 

completing your work. 

When you submit your work for marking, the awarding body will normally require you to 

sign an authentication statement confirming that you have read and followed these 
regulations. 

If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher or lecturer. 

In some subjects you will have an opportunity to do some independent research into a topic. 

The research you do may involve looking for information in published sources such as textbooks, 

encyclopaedias, journals, TV, radio and on the internet. 

Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your assignment is a 

good way to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a subject. You must take care how you 

use this material though - you cannot copy it and claim it as your own work. 

When producing a piece of work, if you use the same wording as a published source you must place 

quotation marks around the passage and state where it came from. This is called “referencing”. 

You must make sure that you give detailed references for everything in your work which is not in your 

own words. A reference from a printed book or journal should show the name of the author, the year of 

publication and the page number, for example: Morrison, 2000, pg.29. 

For material taken from the internet, your reference should show the date when the material was 

downloaded and must show the precise web page, not the search engine used to locate it. This can be 
copied from the address line. For example: http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm downloaded 5 

February 2019. 

You may be required to include a bibliography at the end of your piece of written work. Your teacher or 

lecturer will tell you whether a bibliography is necessary. Where required, your bibliography must list the 
full details of publications you have used in your research, even where these are not directly referred to, 
for example: Morrison, A. (2000) ‘Mary, Queen of Scots’, London: Weston Press. 

If you copy the words or ideas of others and do not show your sources in 
references and a bibliography, this will be considered as cheating. 
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The regulations state that: 

the work which you submit for assessment must be your own; 

you must not copy from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from you. 

http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm


Preparing your work – good practice 

If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher 

who will then record the nature of the assistance given to you. 

If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example undertaking field research, you must 

each write up your own account of the assignment. Even if the data you have is the same, you must 
describe in your own words how that data was obtained and you must independently draw your 
own conclusions from the data. 

You must meet the deadlines that your teacher gives you. Remember - your teachers are there to guide 

you. Although they cannot give you direct assistance, they can help you to sort out any problems before 

it is too late. 

Take care of your work and keep it safe. Do not leave it lying around where your classmates can find it. 

You must always keep your work secure and confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it with 
your classmates. If it is stored on the computer network, keep your password secure. Collect all copies 
from the printer and destroy those you do not need. 

Do not be tempted to use essays from on-line essay banks — this is cheating. Electronic tools used by 

awarding bodies can detect this sort of copying. 

You must not write inappropriate, offensive or obscene material. 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your 
own. It is a form of cheating which is taken very seriously. 

Do not think you will not be caught; there are many ways to detect plagiarism. 

▪ Markers can spot changes in the style of writing and use of language. 

▪ Markers are highly experienced subject specialists who are very familiar with work on the topic 

concerned — they may have read or seen the source you are using (or even marked the essay you 
have copied from!). 

▪ Internet search engines and specialised computer software can be used to match phrases or pieces 
of text with original sources and to detect changes in the grammar and style of writing or 

punctuation. 

Penalties for breaking the regulations 

If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the 

following penalties will be applied: 

▪ the piece of work will be awarded zero marks; 

▪ you will be disqualified from that component for the examination series in question; 

▪ you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series; 

▪ you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time. 

The awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate. 

REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK 

©2021 – Effective from 1 September 2021 
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Information for candidates 

Using social media and examinations/assessments 

Image by Patrice Jones 

This document has been written to help you stay 
within examination regulations. 

Please read it carefully. 

We all like to share our experiences when taking examinations. However, it 

is important to consider what you say and to think about what information is 

being shared. 

Sharing ideas with others online could be helpful when you’re studying or revising. 

However, there are limits to the amount of information you can share and you need 

to be careful not to break the rules. We’d like to ask you to act responsibly when 

discussing online. If you’re in doubt about what you can and can’t discuss online 

regarding your exams, it’s always best to check with your teacher. 

If you receive what is or what looks to be assessment related information through 

social media, or any other means, you must tell your teacher or another member of 

staff. You must show them what you have received. They will then report the matter 

to the awarding body and it will be investigated. 

Where candidates breach the rules for examinations, controlled assessments, 

coursework or non-examination assessments, awarding bodies have an obligation to 

investigate and may apply penalties. 
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Image by Ben Wight 

You should be aware that the following might constitute malpractice: 

• copying or allowing work to be copied – i.e. posting written work on social 

networking sites prior to an examination/assessment; 

collusion: working collaboratively with other candidates beyond what is permitted; 

allowing others to help produce your work or helping others with theirs; 

being in possession of confidential assessment related information in advance of 

the examination; 

exchanging, obtaining, receiving or passing on assessment related information by 

any means of communication (even if just attempting to); 

failing to report to your centre assessment related information being shared 

online; or 

passing on rumours of exam content. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Penalties that awarding bodies apply include: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

a written warning; 

the loss of marks for a section, component or unit; 

disqualification from a unit, all units or qualifications; or 

a ban from taking assessments or exams for a set period of time. 

 

64 

Please take the time to familiarise yourself with the JCQ rules: 

http://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents 

JCQ 2017 – Effective from 1 September 2017 
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Information, advice, and guidance to help you make 
choices about jobs, courses and training at every stage of 
your career. 

Lisa Arman is the Careers Wales Adviser- In school most 
Mondays and Wednesdays (subject to change) 

Careers Adviser Role 
• 

• 

• 

Discuss your ideas and plans. 
Listen to concerns about future career ideas. 
Support in developing the skills you need to reach your 
career goals. 
Explore the different options available. 
Information about job trends in your local area. 
Support with setting career related actions/goals. 
Support with increasing knowledge regarding future 
career ideas. 
Work in partnership with related agencies. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Ways of accessing Careers Wales support in school 
One- to- one appointments available. 
Group work sessions and assemblies. 
Short drop in sessions during lunch and break times. 
Drop in sessions during school options evenings. 
Contact by phone or email: Telephone: School ext. 
39. Rhyl office 0800 0284 844 ext. 6412. Email: 
lisa.arman@careerswales.com 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Other ways of connecting with Careers Wales: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Webchat on www.careerswales.com 
Phone- 0800 028 48 44 Mobile- 029 2090 6800 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
http://www.youtube.com/c/careerswales 

mailto:lisa.arman@careerswales.com
http://www.careerswales.com/
http://www.youtube.com/c/careerswales


  



 
 

 


