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Dr.  R .P .  Evans Pennae th  /  Head teacher  

 
8th January 2021 
 
Dear parent/carer 
 
First of all, please can I extend my thanks to all of you as you have helped your children to adjust to the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves.  While we hope that we will be back to face-to-face teaching as soon 
as possible, it is also important to us that we maximise the learning opportunities as they stand currently.  
This, of course, must be balanced with the health and wellbeing of our learners and the realities of working 
from home. 
 
The Welsh Government have announced today that schools will remain closed until half term, unless cases of 
the virus fall significantly before their next review date of 29 January.  To this end, we are reviewing our 
provision for learners in Key Stage 3 to try to create a more flexible approach that still gives students direct 
access to their teachers and ensures that they continue to learn and develop. 
 
From next week, students in each year group will be set work by four subjects at a time, over a three-week 
cycle.  They will be set the same amount of work that they would normally receive from those subjects across 
three weeks (9 hours by core subjects and 4 hours by non-core subjects), totalling 21 hours, but they will only 
have to juggle four subjects at a time, instead of twelve.  There will also be PE and PSE activities for each 
week, taking the total to 23 hours.  The remaining time over the three weeks can be spent on an extended 
topic (totalling 6 hours over the three weeks).  This will be set on Satchel:One for all learners by myself and 
will show up as an English task, even though it is a cross-curricular project.  Therefore, in total, learners 
continue to receive 25 hours of work per week, as they would if they were in school.  The overview for which 
subjects are when is below: 
 

 
 
The advantage of this system is that more of the work can be done flexibly to suit home life, for example 
where learners are sharing devices with siblings or parents.  The class teachers for the four subjects set each 
week will still be available via the Satchel:One platform during your child’s usual lesson time for that subject so 
learners can still ask questions and seek clarification as needed. 
 
There will also therefore be a change to the way that students register each day.  They will need to log onto 
Satchel:One between 9:00 a.m. and 9:20 a.m. to register with their form tutor.  After this, they do not need to 
register again in individual lessons.  This again gives greater flexibility in terms of how and when learners 
complete their work.  At the end of each week, class teachers will report non-completion of work to Curriculum 
Leaders, as they would if we were at school in person, and this will be followed up to ensure that students are 
supported to keep up with school work. 
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If your child currently receives paper copies of work then this will continue.  As soon as we have more 
netbooks available, we will contact you.  If your child has an X-Box or PlayStation at home, we have USB 
keyboards that we can loan which will enable your child to use their games console as a computer.  Please also 
note that all students have free access to all Microsoft Office programmes e.g. Word and PowerPoint through 
their HWB accounts.  All students in KS3 have their HWB usernames and passwords as this is what they have 
been using to log into their Google Classroom in their ICT lessons.  If you have any problem accessing HWB, 
please email ICTSupport@denbighhighschool.co.uk. 
 
If you have any questions regarding any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
ourschool@denbighhighschool.co.uk. 
 
I would like to reiterate again how grateful we are for your continued support of your child’s education and 
also Denbigh High School.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs. R Williams 
Assistant Headteacher 
Teaching & Learning 
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