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13th January 2021 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
Re: Blended Learning changes at KS3 
 
Many thanks to those of you who have contacted us with feedback after the first few days of the new system.  It is 
clear that this is working really well for many who are finding that a more flexible system aids them with planning 
around parental work schedules and shared devices.  It also gives subject teachers the opportunity to set longer pieces 
of work, project-style, a system which lends itself well to developing learners’ knowledge and skills away from a 
school-based environment.  
 
One piece of feedback from a few parents is that some learners are finding it a challenge to organise their time under 
the new system.  Below are some suggestions that may help to increase students’ confidence with what they need to 
do, when.  This will also help them to develop self-regulation skills which will help them immensely with their studies 
as they move up the years. 
 
A way of organising time is by using a timetable template such as the one below. Students can record which subjects 
they have and how many hours they should spend on it per week.  They can identify when their normal lessons are for 
those subjects (i.e. where they can have teacher interaction) and then populate the rest of the time with their subject 
work. Generally (depending on which week of the fortnightly timetable it is), students would have 3 lessons of core 
and 1-2 lessons of non-core subjects per week.  Under the current system, students are being provided with the 
equivalent of 3 weeks’ worth of lessons per subject - but just for 4 subjects at a time. 
 

Example Year 7 timetable 
This week, I have: Core English (9 hours), Geography (4 hours), D&T (4 hours) 

ICT (4 hours) 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

P1 English lesson 
(teacher online) 

PE English Geography 
lesson (teacher 
online) 

D&T lesson 
(teacher online) 

P2 English ICT lesson 
(teacher online) 

English Geography D&T 

P3 ICT ICT English lesson 
(teacher online) 

PSE D&T 

P4 D&T Geography Extended 
project 

ICT English lesson 
(teacher online) 

P5 D&T Geography 
lesson (teacher 
online) 

Extended 
project 

English English 
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Some students have found this week that they are enjoying working on one piece of work at a time and want to spend 
longer on it, for example a magazine project in English, or Amazon project in Geography.  In this case, students may 
only want to drop in to the lessons with teachers if they have a specific question.  Otherwise, they can just keep 
working on the task in hand. A timetable in this case may look like this: 
 

Example Year 7 timetable 
This week, I have: Core English (9 hours), Geography (4 hours), D&T (4 hours) 

ICT (4 hours) 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

P1 English lesson 
(teacher online) 

PE English Geography 
lesson (teacher 
online) 

D&T (D&T 
teacher online) 

P2 English ICT (ICT teacher 
online) 

English Geography D&T 

P3 English ICT  English (English 
teacher online) 

Geography D&T 

P4 English ICT  English Geography D&T 

P5 English ICT (Geography 
teacher online) 

Extended 
Project 

Extended 
project 

PSE 

 
A couple of learners have been in touch to ask whether they can work longer hours Monday-Thursday so that they can 
have Friday afternoons spending more time being active outside.  As long as they are completing their work and 
aiming for 25 hours, the advantage of this system is that it enables this to happen. 
 
Attached with this letter is a blank timetable that students can use to organise their time. 
 
A few parents have also enquired about live lessons for our learners at KS3.  Guidance from Welsh Assembly 
Government changed last week which we hope will make live streaming more accessible.  However, please note the 
following points from the current guidance: 
 

● all video-conferencing or live-streamed lessons/sessions should be carried out via Hwb using Microsoft Teams 

or Google Meet, rather than an external provider 

● the practitioner needs to use a school/setting-issued device. School or setting staff should not use their own 

personal equipment under any circumstances (our teachers do not have school devices at the moment) 

● due regard should be given to the considerations outlined in this guidance to ensure learners and all 

practitioners are appropriately protected and safeguarded 

We will be sending out a live streaming agreement form soon which will begin to prepare the way for possible future 
lessons online.  The decision about whether to live stream is one that individual class teachers will need to make as 
the guidance also states that teachers must feel “safe” and not compelled to live stream if they do not feel 
comfortable to do so.  For some subjects, delivery of lesson content is not always appropriate or effective via a live 
stream format.  We also need to be mindful that, if all lessons are live streamed, this may present a real challenge for 
families who may have to monitor multiple children in lessons at the same time, all using the same bandwidth and 
perhaps only with one device.   
 
We know that there is no one system that suits everyone and so we are very grateful to everyone for your 
constructive feedback.  We are working really hard to find a way that suits the majority of learners, supporting those 
who need it and still challenging learners as they would be when they are learning in school. 



 
If you have any questions, at any time, please email ourschool@denbighhighschool.co.uk and your message will be 
passed to me or the relevant classroom teacher. 
 
Many thanks once again for your support at this challenging time 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Williams 
Assistant Headteacher 
Teaching and Learning 
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