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Denbigh High School will re-open on Monday 29th June for increased numbers of learners. The 

purpose of this guide is to provide you with as much information as possible about the way the 

school will operate for the rest of this term. For those parents who have not indicated that their 

child will return to school during w/b 29th June, this guide may help inform your decision around 

returning your child to Denbigh High from w/b 6th July. 

 

We have missed our learners and are really looking forward to 

seeing them again! 

 

Who can attend school? 

Parents were sent a questionnaire to complete to indicate their intention to send their child to 

school from 29th June.  A lot of planning and organisation has to take place in order to meet Health 

and Safety regulations relating to Covid-19. This means that for the first week, commencing 29th 

June, we can only accept those learners whose attendance was confirmed by the deadline for the 

initial parent questionnaire. These learners will be contacted individually by the school to provide 

information of arrival and departure times.  Parents/Carers of any learners who are not in that initial 

group but wish their child to attend school from w/b 6th July, will have an opportunity to book a 

place for their child a week before the designated day for their year group. This will be 

communicated via Parentmail and again, will have a short deadline for completion to facilitate 

adequate time for planning. 

 

How often will learners attend school? 

We have spent a lot of time preparing for learners to return to school within the Welsh Government 

guidelines for Health and Safety. It is our intention that our learners will attend school once a week 

until the summer holidays, according to the following timetable: 

Monday Year 10 

Tuesday Year 9 

Wednesday Year 12 

Thursday Year 8 

Friday Year 7 

 

When learners are not attending school, they are to continue with the 

distance learning programme. 
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What will our learners do at school? 

As outlined in the letter from the headteacher, over the next few weeks,  learners who attend school 

will be following a bespoke curriculum, designed around the Welsh Assembly Government’s 

principles of “Check in, catch up, prepare for summer and September”.  What does this mean? 

Check in and Catch Up: 

The “check in and catch up” elements refer to the need for learners to spend time in the building, 

meet members of staff and other students and to receive support with their wellbeing.  Learners will 

have the time and space to reflect on the period away from school and will take part in sessions 

designed to build key skills such as resilience and managing feelings. 

Prepare: 

We are also addressing the “prepare for summer and September” component through activities 

designed to improve learning fitness.  These sessions will develop, among other things, study skills, 

the ability to organise yourself, and how to manage time effectively as we prepare for the likelihood 

of blended learning (a combination of attending school sessions and working at home) in September. 

Physical Activity 

It is also important for learners to spend plenty of time in the fresh air and to remain active so time 

outdoors during breaks and in more structured physical activity sessions will be built into the 

timetable for each day. 

Learning Overview 

Learners in all years will follow the same three sessions on their first day in week 1:   

Session 1 outlines the procedures for being on site and goes over key health and safety information.  

Session 2 gives time for learners to consider their experience over the last three months            

Session 3 will allow learners and the pod staff member to build their “team”. 

All learners will also have a physical activity session outside for half an hour per day, in addition to 

break times. 

There are then specific sessions for each year group, outlined below: 

Year 7 

Learners in Year 7 will begin their time in school exploring a version of the “Be Awesome, Go Big” 

programme that we are also running with the Year 6 learners who are coming to us in September.  

This takes learners through sessions such as “bouncebackability”, “unlocking your mind” and 

“friendships and fallouts”.  Following this, learners will complete sessions on organisation, digital 

literacy and study skills to prepare them for blended learning from September. 

Year 8 

Learners in Year 8 will work through: five wellbeing sessions which include resilience and “healthy 

body, healthy mind”; five sessions on building relationships; and five sessions on organisation.  
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Following this, learners will complete sessions on digital literacy and study skills to prepare them for 

blended learning from September. 

Years 9 and 10 

Learners in Years 9 and 10 are following the same sessions over the next few weeks in order to 

prepare all learners for the requirements of Key Stage 4.  The first sessions will be on wellbeing 

including mental toughness, resilience and self-awareness.  They will then move onto a programme 

focusing on learner endurance, for example how flipped learning works, cognitive load theory, and 

strategies for independent learning. 

Year 12 

On the first day for Year 12 in week 1, learners will be following some of the same sessions for the 

KS4 learners in terms of wellbeing.  They will also undertake sessions to make sure that they are 

registered for UCAS and continue to work on personal statements.  As the weeks progress, we will 

also be looking to arrange more support with specific subjects as and where we can.  Learners will be 

given more detail about this when they come in to school. 

 

 

What if I am not sending my child to school? 

In order for those learners who are not able to attend school to access the same important 

information, a version of the sessions will be made available to students via their form tutor on 

Show My Homework. 

 

 

Uniform 

Dr Evans has already stated that learners do not have to wear uniform for the rest of this term. All 

learners will have 2 designated breaks and a session of outdoor activity during the day. These will 

take place outside, whatever the weather! It is advised that learners wear comfortable 

shoes/trainers and are equipped for the day’s weather, come rain or shine. Classrooms will have 

windows open to maintain ventilation so a removable indoor top is advisable. 

 

 

Arrival at school 

Parents and learners are requested to follow the protocol on page 5 to ensure arrival at school is 

safe for all. 
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How will classes be organised? 

Learners will be split up into a number of ‘learning pods’. Each pod will have a maximum of 8 

learners and have a designated teacher, classroom and entrance into and out of the building. A map 

of the learning pods and their individual entrances/exits can be seen below: 

 

 

Classrooms will be set up to ensure social distancing and upon their first arrival, learners will be 

designated a desk and provided with a pack that includes an exercise book, mini whiteboard and 

pen, essential stationery and coloured pencils for their own use. These individual packs will be 

stored in their own designated box within the classroom and only accessed by members of that pod 

and their teacher on the days they attend school. In order to limit opportunities for transmission of 

the virus, learners must not bring bags to school. 

What will the school day look like? 

Timetable 

A timetable has been devised to provide a mixture of wellbeing and learning skills provision. Sessions 

are split into 30 minute segments and include a break morning and afternoon, a lunch period and an 

outdoor activity session. Pods will stay together and not mix with learners in other pods.  Each 

learning pod will have its own timetable to allow for staggered break, lunch, outdoor activities and 

access to toilet facilities. An example of a timetable can be seen on page 7: 
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Example timetable (not including learning activities) 

 

 

 

 

 

After their initial arrival at school, learners will have 3 additional opportunities for handwashing 

during the day, prior to their breaks and lunch times. Please ensure your child is familiar with the 20 

second hand washing routine. Hand sanitisers will also be available in classrooms for use at other 

times.   

Breaks and Lunch times 

Break times will be held in a specific area of the school (as shown on the previous map) and be 

supervised by staff to ensure social distancing is maintained. It is intended that break times will also 

be the opportunity for learners to visit the toilet. Learners will enter one at a time and toilet facilities 

will be cleaned after each pod’s use. Learning pods will have individual times to use the facilities to 

facilitate this cleaning. No learners will be allowed to roam the school unattended to visit the toilet 

and a strict one-way system will be in place for when pods visit the facilities. Learners wishing to use 

the toilet facilities at any other time during the day will have to wait for an additional member of 

staff to arrive at their classroom and be escorted, one-to-one. It would be appreciated if parents 

could emphasise these arrangements. 

Learners will eat lunch in their classroom, supervised by a member of staff. They will have an 

opportunity to visit the toilets/handwashing facilities during this time also. Learners who wish to 

bring their own food to school must bring it in a disposable bag. Alternatively, learners will be able to 

choose from a limited menu of cold or hot meals provided by the canteen, which will be provided 

free of charge and delivered to the classroom at their designated lunch time.  

Specific details relating to an individual learner’s pod – arrival/departure times, room etc - will be 

sent out to individual learners prior to their return to school.  

 

End of day 

Learning pods will have staggered departure times to enable social distancing. Learners will be 

escorted by their teacher via their pod’s designated exit to the Clwyd Avenue gate. Parents who are 

picking up their child by car are asked to ensure they are on time to avoid pupils having to wait 

around when other groups are being dismissed. Pupils who walk home must proceed home 

immediately and not wait outside the school for other learners. Learners catching a bus must follow 

the path around the leisure centre to the bus bay, maintaining social distancing. 

 

 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 Session 6 Session 7 Session 8 Session 9 Session 10 Session 11 Session 12

9.15-9.45 9.45-10.15 10.15-10.45 10.45-11.15 11.15-11.45 11.45-12.15 12.15-12.45 12.45-1.15 1.15-1.45 1.45-2.15 2.15-2.45 2.45-3.15

Break Z1 

(toilets in 

maths 

corridor 

and by 

hall)

Outdoor 

activity/  

sport

3.05pm

Arrival 

Time

Departure 

Time

8.45am

Break Z1 

(toilets in 

maths 

corridor 

and by 

hall)

Lunch 

(toilets in 

maths 

corridor 

and by 

hall)
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Hub Provision 

Daily hub provision for the children of key workers will be transferred to Denbigh High from w/b 22nd 

June. Children of key workers are eligible for a place in the hub on each day their parent is working. 

Attendance will need to be confirmed via the school’s booking system the week before, and 

evidence of the parent’s rota may be required, so that in the case of an emergency, we know how 

best to make contact. The children in the hub will form their own learning pod and not mix with 

any of the other pods, even on the day that their year group is attending school. Hub provision 

starts promptly at 8.00am and ends at 3.30pm. Learners attending the Hub must stick to these times 

or the health and safety of the rest of the school community will be placed at increased risk. 

Learners attending the hub provision will be provided with a meal at lunchtime only. 

Weekly Update of Intentions to Attend 

If we are to ensure the health and Safety of all members of the school community, we have to know 

exactly how many learners are intending to come to school each week. We will be asking all 

parents/carers to firmly indicate your intentions regarding sending your child to school on a weekly 

basis by completing the booking form sent via Parentmail.  Regretfully, we will not be able to fulfil 

requests to attend school after the closure of the booking form for that particular week, even if a 

learner has attended school the week before.  

 

Expectations 

The global pandemic has been a challenging time for all of us and it is understandable that all 

members of our community have some reservations, or may be feeling nervous about returning to 

school. We have taken every possible step as a school to reduce the risk to all members of our 

community. However, our safety depends on all members of the community following the protocols 

and guidelines we have set to the full. In deciding to send your child back to school, we are assuming 

that you are in agreement with, and supportive of, the following guidelines: 

 Parents will not send their child to school if they are experiencing any of the 

recognised Covid-19 symptoms (high temperature/fever, new continuous cough, loss 

of taste/smell). This will need to be checked on a daily basis before leaving for 

school 

 Parents will not send their child to school if someone in their household is self 

isolating due to Covid-19 symptoms, a positive Covid-19 test result, or someone their 

child has been in sustained contact with has received a positive Covid-19 test  

 Parents will confirm their booking of a place for their child on a weekly basis 

 Parents will not send their child to school unless they have received confirmation of 

their specific learning pod and arrival/departure times for that week 

 Learners will adhere to the 2m social distancing guidelines during transit to and from 

school, including when walking along pavements, waiting as bus stops, waiting to 

enter the school grounds or within the school grounds. 

 Parents/carers will not enter the school grounds at any time – please telephone the 

school if you have an issue/query 
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 Learners will maintain a 2m social distance at all times on the school site 

 Learners will not bring any bags or equipment to school 

 Learners will bring their own food in a disposable bag if not using school canteen 

 Learners will bring a re-fillable drinks bottle, filled with water 

 Learners will arrive and leave school at the allocated time for their designated 

learning pod 

 Learners will enter at the Clwyd Avenue gate and queue for entrance to school, 

maintaining 2m social distance with others 

 Learners will wash their hands for the required 20 seconds as directed by staff, upon 

entry onto school premises and other designated times within the school day 

 Learners will accompany their teacher via the designated doorway to their learning 

pod, maintaining social distancing at all times 

 Learners will remain seated at their allocated desk in the classroom at all times, 

unless directed by the teacher. 

 Learners will follow staff instructions at all times 

 Learners will be provided with breaks and opportunities to visit the toilets/ 

handwashing facilities every 60-90 minutes 

 Learners will wash their hands for the required 20 seconds every time their pod 

visits the handwashing/toilet facilities 

 Learners will take their break in the designated area and with their learning pod 

 During the school day, learners will not walk around the school building or site 

unless accompanied by a member of staff 

 Learners will follow the designated one-way system around the school building, as 

directed by staff 

 Learners will not meet, or attempt to meet, learners from other pods 

 Learners will not stray from the health and safety guidelines at any time. Any actions 

which contravene the health and safety guidelines, as outlined by Welsh 

Government will be dealt with severely. This includes not following the 2m social 

distancing rules, not adhering to the one-way system, anyone touching/coughing/ 

sneezing or breathing in the face of another person in school or whilst travelling 

to/from school, or any other behaviour which increases risk for other members of 

the school community. Should your child fail to follow these guidelines despite 

support and guidance, we will ask you to collect your child from school. 

Thank you for your support in ensuring our return to school 

is purposeful, supportive and safe. 

Please retain this information booklet for future reference and be mindful of the fact that our 

planning is based on the availability of staff and may be subject to change. We will continue to 

update procedures as and when we receive guidance from Welsh Government to do so. Should you 

wish to discuss anything with a member of staff prior to the school opening on 29th June, please 

email the school at ourschool@denbighhighschool.co.uk and a member of staff will get in touch with 

you.  Once the school has re-opened, you can continue to contact us via this email address or 

telephone the school on 01745 812485. 

mailto:ourschool@denbighhighschool.co.uk

