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19th June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Arrangements for the opening of School on the 29th June 
 
Since I last communicated with you the school has been working on plans to ensure the safe opening of the 
building to pupils from the 29th June onwards.  A detailed ‘Guide to Parents’ together with a video message to 
pupils will be issued next week providing specific details on how the school will operate for the remaining weeks 
of this term. 
 
We are living through unprecedented times and the threat which faces all of us from the COVID 19 pandemic has 
necessitated major changes in how life in school will operate.  Moving forwards pupils will experience a package 
of ‘Blended Learning’, spending part of their week in school and the remaining time at home continuing with 
distance learning.  Until a vaccine is found that allows for a relaxation of social distancing measures, this is how 
schools will operate in the new academic year commencing in September. 
 
One of the purposes of opening up school from the 29th is to prepare pupils for this new type of schooling which 
will be the norm for the foreseeable future.  As pupils will have been away from school for over twelve weeks 
there will also be a heavy focus upon the mental health and wellbeing of our learners, and teaching them how to 
operate as independent learners in the ‘Blended Learning’ environment. 
 
While you will receive more detailed guidance next week, the purpose of this letter is to provide you with an 
outline of the plans which are being put in place to manage the reopening: 
 
• As parents/carers you have been given the opportunity to respond to the Denbighshire questionnaire asking 

you to state whether or not you intend to send your child to school during the week commencing 29th June.  
This decision is entirely yours to make and there is not compulsion for any child to attend. 

• For those parents who indicated yes in the questionnaire we have now booked a place for your child to 
attend and will be communicating exact details to you next week. 

• Following the reading of this letter, together with the more detailed guidance you will receive next week, 
there will undoubtedly be parents who either originally indicated no in the questionnaire or did not respond 
but who now wish to change their mind and allow their child to attend school.  We will be issuing a second 
questionnaire next week which will provide you with the opportunity to change your preference.  We will be 
operating a weekly booking system from the 29th June. 

• For health and safety reasons we can only accept those children into school during the week commencing 
29th June who indicated yes in the original questionnaire.  We have now planned a place for these pupils in 
learning pods.  Pupils must not turn up at the school door without having a place confirmed – to do so poses 
a health and safety risk both to the child and to the rest of the people in school.  We will only have staff 
available to deal with known numbers of pupils. 

• The school will be open each day for a specific year group as follows: 
Monday – Year 10 
Tuesday – Year 9 
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Wednesday – Year 12 
Thursday – Year 8 
Friday – Year 7 

• Pupils will have been booked into learning bubbles or pods.  Each pod will contain between 6-8 pupils, 
depending upon the social distancing space available in that classroom.  There will be up to nine pods 
operating each day and there will be absolutely no communication between those pods.  Pupils will only be 
mixing with the other pupils in their own pod and will not have the opportunity to see friends in other pods.  
This is to ensure minimal risk of contamination and should there be a requirement for track and trace and 
possible self-isolation, it can be undertaken with only minimal disruption to the daily functioning of the 
school. 

• The school day will operate from 9.00 am to 3.25 pm; however, within those times each pod will have a 
staggered start and finish to the school day, different break and lunch sessions.  Times will be communicated 
to parents. 

• Social distancing measures will be in operation at all times and there will be a one-way system in place 
throughout the whole school.  Each pod will have its own external entry and exit point to their classroom, 
thereby minimising the need for any internal movement around the corridors of the school. 

• Pupils who travel to school via school transport will remain together as a single pod to ensure minimal 
contamination.  Social distancing will be in force on the coaches, with each coach carrying between 6 to 8 
pupils, depending upon size. 

• Upon arrival in school pupils will be supervised to wash their hands before moving to their pod base.  There 
will be frequent washing of hands throughout the school day and especially before meal times. 

• While pupils will be encouraged to bring their own lunch to school, there will be an opportunity for them to 
select either a cold or hot meal from a limited menu provided by the canteen.  Food will be ordered first 
thing and will be delivered to the classroom at lunchtime.  Pupils will not go to the canteen.  To avoid the 
need to use the finger reader Denbighshire has decided to provide all meals free of charge to pupils. 

• As clothes need to be washed after each visit to school I have decided that pupils can attend school in their 
own clothes.  They will not be required to wear school uniform.  I do ask, however, for the co-operation and 
support of parents to ensure appropriate attire during this time – no cropped tops, very short shorts or 
skirts, nor low cut tops will be permitted. 

• No learner should consider coming to school if they feel unwell during this period.  An area will be 
specifically allocated to any learner who is taken ill during the school day.   

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) will be available to all staff who provide first aid. 
• The School’s procedures for pupil illness, fire emergency and pupil behaviour have been modified to reflect 

the new re-opening arrangements. 
 

The above points are just an outline of the provisions that we are making to ensure the health and safety of all 
individuals within the school building.  It is important that pupils understand that the school will operate in a very 
different way to what they have been used to.  For this reason, we will be releasing a video message next week 
showing them what the school will look like under social distancing measures.  As parents you will be receiving 
more detailed information. 
 
I would like to thank you for your support and patience during this period.  As a staff we are looking forward to 
seeing our learners again and reuniting as the family of DHS.  In the meantime, if you have any queries please 
contact us via our email address: ‘ourschool@denbighhighschool.co.uk’. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Dr. R. P. Evans 
Headteacher 
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