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Positively Mad
The Optic centre in St Asaph played host to our 
SEREN pupils who were entertained and enlightened 
by a Positively Mad learning experience.
First the musical soundtrack for the day greeted 
us with Guns and Roses’ Smoke on the Water and 
the presenter playing air guitar and head banging 
around the front of the room.
The scene was set. The pupils engaged and the 
learning began! A long page of script about the life 
of Marco Polo was shown on the screen.
The Question:
How long will it take you to learn this, six days, six 

hours, one day, six 
minutes or some other 
amount of time? The 
answers varied but 
none was less than six 
hours.
The Challenge:
You will learn it in six 
minutes, you will re-
member it and will 

be able to repeat it in 
two hours’ time with no 
notes. When you are 
asked about Marco 
Polo’s life in six months’ 
time, you will remember 
all of it.
I will show you how. You 
will learn to draw a mind 
map of the vital words 
and pictures that you need to know. If you can learn 
how to do this, you can learn how to make notes to 
remember any information and to revise for exams.
The Outcome:
Everybody in the room could recite the chronologi-
cal life story of Marco Polo within 5minutes and 49 
seconds. At the end of the day having only recited it 
once before every pupil was word perfect!
The pupils were shown a variety of techniques 
they could use to support their learning and they 
learned in a cheerful environment from an accredit-
ed musician and stage star. 
A good day was enjoyed by all.

Disgybl y Mis
Enw _________________________

Dosbarth Cofrestru _________

Dyddiad __________________

 Llofnod ______________________

Aiden Williams

9E

Chwefror 2019

Disgybl y Mis
Enw _________________________

Dosbarth Cofrestru _________

Dyddiad __________________

 Llofnod ______________________

Daniel Jones

7E

Ebrill 2019

Disgybl y Mis
Enw _________________________

Dosbarth Cofrestru _________

Dyddiad __________________

 Llofnod ______________________

Jessika Gilmore

9C

Mai 2019

Disgybl y Mis
Enw _________________________

Dosbarth Cofrestru _________

Dyddiad __________________

 Llofnod ______________________

Olivia Loasby

7C

Mawrth 2019

February:  Aiden Will iams 9E ;  March: Olivia Loasby 7C ;
 April :  Daniel Jones 7E ;  May: Jessika Gilmore 9C

Cymraeg  Pupils of the Month Year 10 geography 
students have been 
investigating processes 
acting on the beach 
in Llandudno. They 
measured aspects 
such as beach profiles, 
particle size and 
longshore drift as part 
of their non-examined 
assessment for GCSE.

BEACH 
INVESTIGATIONS

5x60 Tennis Festival
Our school was represented at the 
secondary school tennis festival by two 
groups of four year 8 boys. With a total 
of six teams entered in that their age 
group across all Denbighshire secondary 
schools, the competition was of a high 
standard and the players had perfect 
conditions at Llanfwrog Centre, Ruthin. In 
the standings, Denbigh ‘A’ came 4th and 
Denbigh ‘B’ came 5th, with each player 
giving their all throughout the day. A 
shout out to our players;
Jake Jones, Harry Martin, Harry Payne, 
Lewis Williams, Callum Lewis, Rio Slater, 
Matthew Davies & Alfie Jones - Well done 
boys!!  
Athletics
In all County athletics competitions this 
summer DHS has had over 60 pupils 
competing, which is by far the highest 
amount for a number of years. We have 
also had some excellent individual 
performances. As a result of finishing in 
the first two places in the yr 9/10 County 

competition, Jac Bowyer (100m, 200m) 
Cole Shone and Rhys Peters went on to 
represent Denbighshire in the NE Wales 
Championships in Wrexham. The three 
boys competed brilliantly, with Cole and 
Jac finishing second and Rhys smashing 
his personal best. In the yr 7/8 County 
athletics competition, Harry Martin (triple 
jump) and Lewis Williams (300m) also 
finished in second place with fantastic 
personal bests.
Football
In May our year 7 & 8 girls competed 
brilliantly against some very strong 
competition, in the 5 x 60 football festival. 
The team qualified for the semi-finals of 
the top-tier competition!  
Pupils of the Month
May
KS3- Jac Bowyer &
Lily-Rose Kowal
KS4- Dylan Baldwin & Chelsea Clabrough
June
KS3- Liam Williams & Holi Owen
Ks4- Bradley Roberts & Laila Carter

Charity Snowdon Walk On Tuesday 
25th June, Denbigh High School had 8 individuals 
representing the school for the charity walk which is 
raising money for both ‘Cancer Research UK’ & ‘MIND’ 
charities. These individuals throughout the school year 
have displayed a high participation rate in not only 
playing various sports and activities...but also leading 
and coaching others. As a result of their efforts, the 
following pupils/sport leaders were selected and 
participated in the Snowdon Walk;
Katie Vernon (Y10), Thomas Roberts (Y10), Eryn Groves-

Hilton (Y10), Freya Jones (Y10), Theo Halton (Y13), 
Ciaran Pimblett (work placement sport leader), Lottie 
Jones (work placement sport leader) & Harrison Evans 
(PE/5x60 technician). 

Each individual took on the PygTrack up and down 
the mountain and succeeded in completing the whole 
journey. Although the total sum from all high schools 
has yet to be calculated, we hope that the total 
amount across all high schools will be significant and 
boost the chosen charities in their work A massive 
congratulations to all those who took part!!

Physical Education at Denbigh High School
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THEOn 4th July  50 students from year 7  +  8  v is i ted 
the Internat ional  Eisteddfod in L langol len to 
celebrate the Internat ional  Youth Day .  This  was a 
free rewards tr ip for  the students who had gained 
the most achievement points in  their  Welsh 
lessons s ince September.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the cultural 
experience.  According to Ethan Botter i l l  7A ,  “ i t 
was a great day out .  I t  was interest ing to meet 
people from dif ferent  countr ies .  I ’ l l  make sure I 

work hard in lessons next  year so that I  can go on 
a tr ip l ike this  again . ”
TJ Davies-Ward said ,  “ I t  was fun and I  had a real ly 
good t ime.  I  spent most  of  the t ime in the c ircus 
and I  saw a show.  I ’d  love to go again . ”
Osian Carter  said “  Mwynheuais  i  fynd i ’ r  s iopau. 
Gwelais  i  bobl  o wledydd gwahanol .  Roedd y 
syrcas yn ddoniol .  Roedd y diwrnod yn l lawn 
hwyl . ”

A  R E W A R D S  T R I P

Team of the Year Award
Team Quantum - F1 in Schools 
Welsh Champions

Winners of the Welsh Nation 
Champions title in the F1 in 
Schools National Final 2019, the 
inspirational team Quantum are 
preparing for their next challenge, 
the F1 in Schools World Champions.
Here, the talented year 9 Denbigh 
High students, Zara Addis, Tom 
Fishwick, Hollie Lloyd and Libby 
Chapman will compete against 
teams from across the globe for a 
chance to win the coveted trophy 
and prestigious engineering 
scholarships at London 
universities.
From designing and engineering 
three identical race cars to 
creating a new pit display, branding 
and uniform, the students must 
also secure further sponsorship for 

costs and travel expenses.  Go team 
Quantum!

School Support Staff of the Year 
Award – Fiona Todd
Fiona is the epitome of a ‘people 
person’.  With a zest for life, caring 
personality and determination to 
do the very best for all students, 
Fiona goes above and beyond her 
role of Learning Resource Support 
Assistant at Denbigh High School.
Her overarching ambition is to 
see people succeed, and she does 
all that she possibly can to make 
that happen.  Using her ever 
evolving network of contacts, Fiona 
secures work placements, mock 

interviews, support 
for competitions, 
sponsorship and 
much more.  She also 
organises numerous 
school events and 
supports students 
with applications to 
university or work.

Inspirational Teacher of the Year 
Award – 
Eirian Williams
A pioneer of new thinking, a force 
for change and passionate about 
supporting every student to 
become the best they can be, Eirian 
is an outstanding teacher whose 
door is always open for students.

Eirian has progressed from a part-
time music teacher at Denbigh 
High eight years ago, to Assistant 
Headteacher in charge of teaching 
and learning this year, in addition 
to her role of Curriculum Leader for 
Music and Performing Arts.
Dr Paul Evans, headteacher, said: 
“Eirian is a truly inspirational 
leader whose drive, enthusiasm 
and commitment to the well-being 
of students and staff alike is highly 
commendable. Eirian has opened 
windows to our learners which 
might otherwise have remained 
closed to them and has afforded 
them the opportunities to flourish.”

Daily Post Schools Awards 2019
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On the 2nd July or four finalist went head to head with Rhyl High School 
pupils to prepare a technical challenge.  They had no idea what they 
were making until the start of the competition, and this year the dish 
they had to make was a decorated carrot cake including the fondant 
carrots. 

GREAT

Early in the summer term, 8 eager chefs from Year 8 took part in the GDM competition where pupils were asked to 
prepare four perfect scotch eggs.  The standard of food preparation skills and food hygiene was very high and there 
were very little marks between all chefs. However we required a 1st, 2nd and 3rd to go through to the final round. 

1st  Joe Anderson and Matthew Davies 
2nd Jake jones

3rd Abi Farrugia

According to the judges all DHS 
pupils were fantastic but there 
had to be one winner. The Great 
Denbighshire menu 2019 winner 
is Matthew Davies who received 
a trophy and a hand mixer.  In 

addition to this Mathew and the 
other 3 finalist from DHS will 
spend the day at Carden park 
Hotel in Cheshire with Graham 
Tinsley the head chef who was 
one of the judges on the day. 



Yesterday team Quantum were invited to Parliament 
by Chris Ruane MP.  The lucky students were treated 
to an educational tour of parliament and had 
the opportunity to watch debates in the House of 
Commons and The House of Lords.  This was followed 
by Tea on the Terrace with Mr Ruane before attending 
an F1 in Schools event hosted in Westminster.  

The team had a wonderful experience, had the chance 
to promote our school and the work of the team.  
Quantum would like to thank Mr Ruane for providing 
this unique learning experience and the opportunity 
for the team to network at the event.

Rebecca Jones, 10Elwy had asked to complete a gardening 
project as part of her community challenge. With the 
support from the Youth Service letters were created and 
posted to local businesses in Denbigh, Ruthin and Rhyl.
Rebecca asked DR R.P. Evans for permission to work in the 
outside area. 

Rebecca had 
responses from 
Denbigh Morrison’s 
and Shorecliffe 
Training who both 
kindly donated £50 
vouchers. With the 
support from an 
additional youth 
group from the school, 

they decided to complete a Graffiti board which would 
be placed in the garden which encouraged team work, 

communication, and creativity. 
17 young people from Denbigh High School engaged in the 
project and supported Rebecca to transform an unused 
area into a space that can been used for year 11.
Both teachers and youth workers have noticed a huge 
improvement in the garden and it has been lovely to see 
Rebecca take ownership of the project and she should feel 
extremely proud of her hard work and achievements in the 

last couple of weeks.

Rebeca arranged for her parents to come and see 
all her hard work 
in the garden area 
and they were really 
proud of her. Rebeca 
expressed to them 
that she is keen to 
continue working 

on the garden area in year 
eleven.

Community Challenge

SPORTS DAY Winners

Yr 7 - boys- Marshall Tallant 
         girls - Hannah Jones
Yr 8 boys  - Harry Payne
       girls - Sophia Millington
Yr 9 boys - Cole Shone
       girls - Evie Winley Jones

Yr 10 boys - 
          Toby Langham Hughes
         girls - Bety Williams
Overall House winners- 
         Aled House
Yr 10 tug of war winners- 
         10 Brenig.

D e n b i g h  H i g h  S c h o o l
F 1  i n  S c h o o l s

On the 14th July two members of Team Quantum Zara 
Addis and Hollie Lloyd were accompanied by former 
member of Team Tachyon, Amy Martin 
to present live on air.

We had the 
opportunity to travel 
down to Wrexham to 
speak on BBC Radio 
Wales as part of 
the Claire Summers 
breakfast show.  The 
F1 students talked 
about their progress 
and ambitions in 
the F1 in Schools 
competition, the 

exciting opportunities they have accessed through 
the competition and its sponsors.  Amy had the 
chance to talk about what the future holds for her 
in the world of STEM and F1 and Quantum were keen 
to explain how they are introducing STEM into a new 

generation of primary school kids.                                       

This was a great experience for the Quantum to 
promote F1 in Schools and see first-hand how 
a working radio station actually functions.  It 
was inspirational discussing with Amy about her 
Williams F1 apprenticeship, which she secured in the 
Texas World Finals and how the skills learnt in the 
competition have helped her throughout school.
Zara Addis 9E
Resources Manager, Team Quantum
(Wales Champions - 2019)

Listen to the interview on the school website:
ht tp : //www.denbighhighschool .co .uk/news .html
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DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL UNIFORM 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Blazer (Boys) 

Dark Grey Eco Blazer David Luke brand 
with the Denbigh High School crest 

 

Blazer (Girls) 

Dark Grey Eco Blazer David Luke brand 
with the Denbigh High School crest 

 

Jumper (optional) 

Grey V neck Banner brand jumper with 
the Denbigh High School crest 

 

Tie 

Maroon/Sky/White striped school tie 
Years 7-11 
Sky with maroon/white stripe - 6th 
Form  
 

Grey Tartan Skirt 

Trutex brand, multi grey stitch down 
pleat skirt 

 

Trousers 

Boys/Girls grey school trousers, 
regular/slim leg NOT SKINNY 

 

 

Shirts/Blouses 

Sky blue, long or short sleeved school 
shirt/blouse years 7-11 

White, long or short sleeved school 
shirt/blouse years 12-13 
Years 12-13 
 
 

From £31.99 

 

 

 

From £31.99 

 

 

 

From £18.99 

 

 

 

 £5.99 

 

 

 

From £ 20.99 

 

 

 

From £13.99-£21.99 

 

 

 

From £14.99 2 pack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Threads, Back Row, Denbigh LL16 3TE  Telephone : 01745 813357 

17-18 Sundorne Trade Park, Featherbed Lane, Shrewsbury, SY1 4NS 
Telephone: 01743 440449 

E-mail: info@schoolshopdirect.co.uk 
www.schoolshopdirect.co.uk 

PE T Shirt 

Navy/Sky Falcon brand Performance PE 
T Shirt with the Denbigh High School 
crest 

 

 

PE Sweatshirt 

Navy PE Sweatshirt with the Denbigh 
High School crest 

 

Shorts 

Navy PE Shorts Falcon brand with the 
Denbigh High School crest 

 

 

PE Socks 

Navy/Sky PE Socks with the Denbigh 
High School crest 

 

 

PE Leggings (optional) 

Navy/Sky Falcon brand Denbigh High 
School PE Leggings 

 

 

Training Pants (optional) 

Navy/Sky Falcon brand Denbigh High 
School training pants 

From £12.99 

 

 

 

 

From £12.99 

 

 

 

From £8.99 

 

 

 

From £5.50 

 

 

 

 

From £15.99 

 

 

 

 

From £19.99 

MORE BRIEF NEWS
Ashleigh Grady 9A is the first pupil 
in a number of years that has been 
awarded exceptional performance 
in Art. If you see her please offer 
her your congratulations (SSh)

Lauren Snaith 12B and Elle Baker 
12C have both been accepted into 
Summer Study School, Lauren at 
John Moores University and Elle at 
Edgehill University. 

Jenny Turner 12C has been offered 
an extended study placement over 
the Summer holidays at Edgehill 
University studying Health & Social, 
something which is incredibly 
difficult to secure. 
Jenny has also been successful in 
the Rotary Youth Leaders Awards 
and will be going to Arthog in the 
Summer following a presentation 
to them.
Jack Morris 13A has had all five 
of his offers from University and 
has also been offered a special 
apprenticeship at Esgob Morgan 

to complete his teacher training on 
the job
Alan Turner 13E got through to 
the final stages of the Airbus 
Apprenticeship.

The Urdd
Year 7 pupils have been very 
fortunate this year to take part in 
lunchtime activities with members of 
the Urdd. The club has been very well 
attended and we hope to continue 
with these lunchtime activities next 
year.

Last week 18 pupils in year 
11 completed their assessed 
expedition for their Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. They 
navigated from Loggerheads to 
Llangynhafal on day one and 
from Llangynhafal to Aberwheeler 
on day two. Thank you to the 
staff at the Golden Lion for 
always being so accommodating 
of our camping groups. 

This week we saw 42 pupils from 
year 9 and 10 taking part in their 
first Duke of Edinburgh training 
day around the Alwen Reservoir. 
They had to work together in 
small groups to pitch tents, 
using cooking stoves and solve 
scenarios while navigating 
around the Alwen. Mrs Durno also 
celebrated her special birthday 
in style.

This year we are very 
grateful to have received 
funding from the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award scheme 
which has allowed us to 
purchase new tents, stoves 
and rucksacks for our pupils 
to use. 

We are trying to build our 
equipment store at Denbigh 
High so if anyone has any 
equipment they would like 
to donate in good working 
order i.e. tents, rucksacks 
or walking boots, please 
contact the school. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD
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H E A D T E A C H E R ’ S  M E S S A G E
I am pleased to report that the 
recent visit to the school by the Estyn 
Inspectorate Team has concluded that 
the school is continuing to progress 
well in delivering its Improvement Plan.  
It was recognised that attendance was 
up by 1.6% upon this time last year 
and that behaviour had significantly 
improved.  The Estyn team concluded 
that the new Senior Management 
Team which has been in place since 
January 2019 is having an impact on 
securing strategic direction, working 
collaboratively with the middle leaders 
to facilitate the implementation of the 
Improvement Plan.

Since our last newsletter in April our 
pupils have continued to be involved 
in a good range of extra-curricular 
activities.  The 5x60 clubs remain 
very popular at lunchtimes and after 
school and individual pupils have 
achieved success representing the 
school in various sporting events.  This 
newsletter highlights our many sporting 
successes, and outside of school the 
showjumpers Iwan Carpenter (Year 10) 
and his younger brother Owen (Year 
8) have both qualified to compete in 
the Horse of Year Show in the NEC 
later this year.   Mr Chris Ruane, MP, 
visited school in June to meet with 
Team Quantum and he reciprocated 
by inviting the Team to the Houses 
of Parliament to attend a reception 
with Professor Steve Griggs, one of 
the founders of ‘F1 in Schools’.  Most 
recently as a reward for excellent 
behaviour and learning in Cymraeg, a 
group of year 7 and year 8 pupils were 
taken to the Llangollen International 
Eisteddfod’s Youth Day celebration.  
The school has also hosted the ‘Great 
Denbighshire Menu’, the secondary 
competition being won by our own 
Year 8 pupil, Matthew Davies.  As a 
reward he, and his fellow Denbigh High 
competitors, will spend the day at 
Carden Park hotel.   Our Year 11 pupils 
rounded off their school year with a 

Record of Achievement Ceremony in 
Denbigh Town Hall, followed by their 
Prom Ball in the Vale Country Club in 
Ruthin.  In the recent Daily Post School’s 
Awards, the school was successful 
in two categories, ‘Team Quantum’ 
securing the Team of the Year award 
and Mrs. Eirian Williams was recognised 
as Inspirational Teacher of the Year.

As the school year draws to a close we 
shall be saying goodbye to a number 
of colleagues as well as welcoming 
new members of staff.  In May we 
welcomed Mrs Katrina Flanagan who 
took up her post as the new Curriculum 
Leader for Mathematics, and two 
weeks ago Mrs Rebecca Williams was 
appointed Assistant Headteacher 
with responsibility for Teaching and 
Learning.  She will be replacing Mrs 
Eirian Williams who is leaving us to 
join the Senior Leadership Team at 
Ysgol Glan Clwyd.  Mrs Williams joined 
Denbigh High in 2010 as Teacher 
of Music and Performing Arts and 
within the year had been appointed 
Curriculum Leader. Over the years she 
has been responsible for overseeing 
many school productions, the most 
recent being Annie.  Since November 
2017 Mrs Williams has also served on 
the Senior Leadership Team, helping 
to drive forward improvements in 
teaching and learning.   Also leaving 
the Performance Arts Department 
is Mrs Claire Tranmer who will be 
commencing a new job as Co-ordinator 
and Project Manager with New Dance.  
Another long-serving member of staff 
who will be leaving is Mrs Sheila Jones, 
the HLTA, who has provided the school 
with 18 years of dedicated service in 
the Supportive Education Department.  
We wish Mrs Jones a happy retirement.  
Leaving the English Department is Ms 
Sammy Lewis who, upon the successful 
completion of her Graduate Trainee 
Programme at Denbigh High, she will be 
taking up a new post at Christ the Word 
School in Rhyl.  Another member of staff 

departing is the Science Technician, Ms 
Helen Roberts who is leaving to take 
up a post in a neighbouring school.  
She will be replaced by Dr Owen Parry.  
Supporting the PE Department, Mr 
Harrison Evans has just completed his 
apprenticeship and is departing to 
take up a new strand to his career.  To 
all those who are leaving I would like to 
express our sincere thanks for all the 
hard work, dedication and commitment 
they have displayed towards the school 
and together they have inspired and 
touched the lives of the many pupils 
who have passed through Denbigh 
High.  We wish them every success with 
the next stage of their career path. 

Can I conclude by providing you with 
some important dates for your diary:

• A/AS Level Results Day – Thursday,   
15th August

• GCSE Results Day – Thursday, 22nd 
August

• Registration for Sixth Form –  Friday, 
23rd August

• Staff Training Days – Monday & 
Tuesday, 2nd and 3rd September

• School reopens to pupils on 
Wednesday, 4th September

Finally, I wish you all a happy and 
enjoyable summer break and I look 
forward to the start of the new 
academic year in September with many 
of our pupils wearing the new school 
uniform.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. Paul Evans


