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Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award
Upcoming Expeditions
Tue 3rd and Wed 4th July is 
the Year 11 Bronze Assessed 
Expedition.
Thur 12th and Fri 13th July is 
the Year 10 Bronze Practice 
Expedition.
Tue 17th, Wed 18th and Thur 
19th July is the 6th Form 
Silver Assessed Expedition.

Zara Briody-Hughes (below) 
year 11, has been accepted at 
one of the top performing arts 
schools in London -  Urdang 
Academy for a 3 year professional 
diploma in performing arts. 
There were approximately 3000 
applicants and only 100 accepted. 
Zara’s dream is to be a lead in the 
West End.

Following a careers based visit 
to Henllan Bread which was 
organised by The National Skills 
Academy for Food & Drink (Wales), 
Denbigh High School was invited 
to participate in the Invest in 
Skills: Invest in Growth conference 
at Venue Cymru. This was an 
opportunity for delegates to hear 
about plans which will help attract 
and retain the best talent to their 
business or industry.

Our pupils along with Mrs Todd were asked 
to deliver a presentation to the conference 
explaining the impact that the visit had had 
on their careers awareness.
Following their presentation they would 
meet the Welsh Cabinet Secretary for 
Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs ,Leslie 
Griffiths AM,to share their views.
The event was hosted by the BBC Wales’ 
Economics Correspondent, Sarah Dickins 
who was extremely impressed by the input 
to the day from DHS.
The stage presentation delivered by Mrs 

Todd was extremely well received by the au-
dience but it was Kieran Miller, a year 10 
pupil, who stole the show with his dynamic 
and entertaining responses to any questions 
asked of him.
Politicians, Business Directors, BBC/ITV 
presenters all wanted to interview him and 
he took it all in his stride. 
Congratulations to Kieran, who was also 
offered an Apprenticeship when he finishes 
his studies….not bad for one day!!

KIERAN STEALS 
THE SHOW FRENCH TALK

Local entrepreneur, 
Tim Penn visits 9S
Thanks to local business man, 
Tim Penn who came in to speak 
to 9S about the importance of 
languages. Tim draws on much 
of his own experience as he 
sells to customers in French and 
German speaking countries as 
well as English speaking. His 
enthusiasm for languages as a 
vital means of communication 
in today’s world comes across 
clearly and he inspires pupils to 
reach out and access the world 
which is waiting for them.

Matthew Davies was randomly 
selected from those pupils wh had read the 
most words during the Autumn Term in the 
school Accelerated Reader Programme. He 
was presented with  his prize by Mrs Todd 
who helps co-ordinate the programme.

Parent Governor Elected
It gives me great pleasure in confirming 
that our new Parent Governor is Mrs Julie 
Williams.
I am sure you will all join me in 
congratulating Mrs Williams on her 
success and I wish her well in her new 
role. 
Dr. R. P.  Evans Headteacher
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Y11 OPTIONS EVENING
It was a busy evening on 21st February, at Denbigh Town hall when the Dyffryn Clwyd partnership launched the courses for sixth 
formers at an options evening event. Students were able to speak to members of staff and gain information ready to select their choices 
for the next stage of their learning pathway. Join us at Denbigh High School !
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Your best  Post  16 
OPPORTUNITIES

The Dyffryn Clwyd Dinbych Sixth Form Partnership brings together 

Denbigh High School, St Brigid’s School, Coleg Llandrillo Denbigh 

and Coleg Cambria Llysfasi who, by working together, have 

designed a common timetable to offer a fantastic choice of post-16 

study for learners in and around Denbigh.

as part of the Dyffryn Clwyd Dinbych Partnership
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‘Reach Out and Read’ ‘ROAR’

N E W Y D D I O N  C Y M R A E G

DYDD 
GŴYL 
DEWI
Unfortunately, due 
to the snow, the St 
David’s Day Parade was 
cancelled on March 1st. 
However, a group of year 
7 pupils personally deliv-
ered their handmade St David’s 
Day cards to the residents of 
Dolwen.

Clwb Cymraeg
The lunchtime club is growing every week 
and is very popular with year 7 pupils. Iso-
bell Lloyd and Rachel Roberts from year 12 
have been helping and delivering sessions. 
If you would like to join us on a Friday 
lunchtime during the Glas week, you are 
more than welcome.

Tocynnau iaith
Year 7 are collecting tokens for speaking 
Welsh around the school. Harry Martin 7C 
won the prize draw last term and decided to 
spend his voucher in JD Sports.

Cymraeg Bob Dydd
Hannah Wright and Tudur Parry from the 
Urdd came to speak to year 10 pupils on 
the 14th of March. A trip will be organised 
in June, hopefully to Glan-llyn so that the 
pupils can practice their Welsh outside the 
classroom. ( see photo attached)

Pupil of the month
 Congratulations to the following pupils for 
being awarded pupil of the month:
Finn McCoole – January
Daniel Williams – February

Siaradodd
......................................
Gymraeg efo fi heddiw.
Da iawn a dal ati!

Wednesday 14 March 2018
Following the Chair’s successful visits to Denbighshire schools at the 
end of the Autumn Term 2017 to celebrate the achievements of some 
of our young readers, Councillor Pete Prendergast, Chair of Denbigh-
shire County Council, said that he would like to pay a return visit to 
the schools participating in this year’s Denbighshire Reading Mentoring 
Initiative in the Spring term and share his love of reading with them.  

Having looked at a fun way of celebrating the reading achievements 
of some of our young readers in our schools, Denbighshire Curriculum 
Enrichment initiative came up with a series of ‘Reach Out and Read’ 

‘ROAR’ school visits, where the Chair took time out his busy schedule 
to share his love of reading, storytelling, talking about books and 
his role as Chair of the Council. He also delivered some World Book 
Day 2018 books, that were presented to  a group of year 8 pupils, 
who have successfully taken part in a reading programme with Sarah 
Dixon, Curriculum Enrichment Co-ordinator for Denbighshire. Many 
thanks go to Sarah who has invested so much time with our pupils. 
Nicole Loasby, Elis Franklin, Sam Hamilton, Keira Jones, Harry 
Jones and Daniel Williams were presented with their books.
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Enrichfest 2018 Spring/Summer      

Being Me—Celebrating difference 

 

 

 
Competitions 

1.  For Young Designers  

‘Stitch of the Day’ (Art & Design)  

Closing date 16th April 

Have you ever dreamed of designing and creating  

clothes which you, your friends or even your fave  

celebs might like to wear? Get sketching, colouring,  

textiling, patterning, cutting, fitting,  

stitching or sticking and strutting!  

For more information see Madame Suarez or Mrs 

Owen 

Enrichfest 2018 Spring/Summer      

Being Me—Celebrating difference 

 

 

 
Competitions 

2.  For Up and Coming Young Bloggers  

‘Wordz of Wizdom’ (Creative Writing)  

Closing date 25th May 

 
“Dear David Walliams, I am writing to tell you or ask you 

about…” Now it’s up to you to put your thinking cap on, imagine 

you’re writing to David about something that’s on your mind (good, 

bad, happy, sad, funny or serious), asking him to think about it and 

write back to you with some advice!...  

For more information see Madame Suarez or Mrs 

Owen 

Enrichfest 2018 Spring/Summer      

Being Me—Celebrating difference 

 

 

 
Competitions 

3.  For Young Motion Picture Makers  

‘REEL’ Stories (Filmmaking & visual  

media)  

Closing date 13th June 
 

Choose any topic which will spark a discussion in your 

classroom. Your bite-sized film must reflect both sides of 

the debate.  

For more information see Madame Suarez or Mrs 

Owen 

Enrichfest 2018 Spring/Summer      

Being Me—Celebrating difference 

 

 

 
Competitions 

4.  For Young Entrepreneurs  

Fat Dad’s Six-Pack Project (Dragon’s 

Den)  

Closing date 5th July 

Use an everyday household item to design a new and         

innovative gadget to help Dennis’ Dad from ‘The Boy in the 

Dress’ to lead a healthier lifestyle.  

For more information see Madame Suarez or Mrs 

Owen 

Enrichfest 2018 Spring/Summer      

Being Me—Celebrating difference 

 

 

 
Competitions 

5.  For Young Music Makers  

“Being ME” (Hip-Hop/Rap)  
 

Closing date 20th June 

Compose a catchy hip-hop/rap  

About being different and diverse,  

To make us all feel better, not worse  

Through the awesome power of verse.  

For more information see Madame Suarez or Mrs 

Owen 

Enrichfest 2018 Spring/Summer      

Being Me—Celebrating difference 

 

 

 
Competitions 

6.  Fine Dining a la David’… 

If you’ve been inspired by the BBC’s Great British Menu, then 

this is the competition for you! Denbighshire schools’ talented 

young chefs will compete for the chance to cook at an        

incredible two-course banquet in July 2018 and tickle the 

taste buds of some of David Walliams’ favourite characters e.g. 

Grandpa, Aunt Alberta, Mr Stink, Granny or even Mrs Trafe   

Closing date 24th May 

For more information see Madame Suarez or Mrs 

Owen 

Remember the Harry Potter Takeover Day last year? Well, the competitions are back celebrating 
10 years since the first David Wallliams’ book was published. On Februay 26th characters from his 
books came in to Denbigh High School to launch the competitions which are open to all pupils in 
years 7,8 and 9. During lesson 1 as part of @cyfoeth_enrich. Year 7 and 8 l were entertained and 

loved the event. There are a variety of prizes to be won but, more importantly, taking part will gain you entry to the Takeover Day in July. This 
will be one of the most exciting events in the school year and there will be creative and dynamic workshops provided by professionals. It really 
will be a wonderfully memorable experience.

Make sure that you see Madame Suarez or Mrs Owen for more information on the competitions.
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Denbigh High School stepped in at the eleventh hour to offer its 
facilities to host the regional finals of the national F1 in Schools’ 
competition, when organisers said the event would have to be 
postponed due to the recent bad weather. 

The North Wales regional finals were due to take 
place at Venue Cymru in Llandudno, with the 
winning team going through to the national 
finals at Silverstone on the 20th March 2018. 

Denbigh High has previously enjoyed 
success in the competition with all-girl 
team Tachyon winning awards at the 
World Finals in two consecutive years, 
2015 and 2016. 

Taking up the challenge this year was the 
all new team Quantum, comprising year 
8students Hollie Lloyd, Zara Addis, Libby 
Chapman, Melissa Gizzi, Tom Fishwick 
and Tom Morgan. 

Gareth Jones, subject leader of 
Design and Technology at Denbigh 
High School, has been involved 
with the F1 in Schools competition 
since it was introduced at the 
school some years ago. 

He said: “The F1 in Schools challenge is a brilliant way of enabling 
students to engage with STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) subjects. As a school we recognise the importance 
of providing our students with every opportunity to develop 
their skills in these subjects and learn about the exciting careers 
available in these areas.” 

Around 15 high school and primary school teams competed in 
the regional finals, with different levels of competition for each 
category. 

It was another success story for Denbigh High. Team Quantum 
won first place overall in the Professional Class and 

also scooped three other awards: The Team Identity 
Award, The Innovative Thinking Award and The 

Fastest Car Award. 

Mr Jones added: “I am so impressed with 
the team who have shown dedication, 
professionalism and real talent, coming up 
with brilliant ideas. They are still very young 
and were up against teams of students from 

year 10 and 11 so they have done incredibly 
well to win first place. I am very proud of 

what they have achieved.” 

Hollie Lloyd, Team Manager, 
said “We are all so thrilled for 
getting through to Silverstone 
and can’t wait to gain more from 
this amazing opportunity and 
see what is waiting for us at the 
Nationals.” 

Zara Addis, Resources Manager, added “None of this would have 
been possible without the help of our sponsors and professional 
partners – NHC, Gamlins Solicitors, Crime Prevention Services, 
ESW, Tee Jac, Shiny Memories, Crab Engineering, Gaia, GRW, 
Fairway Graphics, Principle Engineering and Blackham Transfers.” 

The challenge requires the students to follow the same methods 
as real Formula One teams, from making a business plan through 
to the actual car design. 

“QUANTUM QUICKEST “
WINNING THE DAY IN FRONT OF HOME CROWD

OUr Stand OUr promotions OUr team
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ready onward tense

car good car ready track good

car set car go the fan club

the results best team identity innovative thinking

fastest car regional champions yes !
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45 More Able and Talented 
(MAT) pupils from our 
feeder primary schools 
experienced French, 

Cymraeg and English.
The theme for the day was traditional 
stories and it involved pupils in role 
plays, posters and learning new words 
associated with the languages. The 
pupils had a brilliant time, gaining the 

opportunity to access languages which 
will be delivered in year 7 at DHS. A 
special thank you for Mrs Williams, Mrs 
Suarez and Mrs Evans who delivered the 
fantastic sessions, which really celebrated 
the excellence we have at DHS.

PRIMARY MAT PUPILS ENJOY A DAY OF LANGUAGES 

On Monday19th/Tuesday 20th March the 
team took part in the National Finals for F1 in 
schools in Silverstone.
The team did an outstanding job in the national finals and competed 
against the best teams in the country from older year groups up to 
year 13.  They have made excellent progress and learnt an incredible 
amount.  They have networked with organisations that will put them 
in a strong position next time they are on the race track.  

The next stage for the team will be working with Airbus and to 
promote the new F1 in schools facilities for North Wales in Colleg 
Cambria.
The team are buzzing with ideas and enthusiasm to return to the 
competition next season. They would like to thank everyone who has 
supported them so far and given them these opportunities especially 
Quantum’s professional partners and sponsors; Adjustamatic beds, 
Fairway Design to Print, Gamlins Solicitors, Crime Prevention Services, 
Blackham Transfers, GRW Bearings, Principle Engineering, Crabb 
Engineering, Gaia, Teejac and Shiny Memories.

QUANTUM at the nationals
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Queens and Kings of the Castle

Over the Christmas break, all year 7 pupils were 
given the task of creating their own Motte and 
Bailey castle! The Motte and Bailey, which was 
introduced by the Normans, aimed to defend and 
protect the land conquered. They consisted of a 
Motte, Bailey, Keep, Fence and a drawbridge. 
Knowing the structure of a Motte and Bailey castle 
the year 7s were able to provide some fantastic 
castles! Well done to all who produced some great 
castles and an extreme congratulation to Jasmin 
Jones (7C) and Joe Elvin (7E) whom produced 
spectacular Motte and Bailey Castles! 
Da Iawn Year 7!
Millie Jones 7B: ‘It was a fun project to make 
because it was creative relevant to what we were 
doing in lessons.’
Jake Jones 7C: ‘I really like because I had to but 
great effort into it and we had to buy stuff for it 
which made it my own.’ 
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Since the start of the 2017/2018 school term, Denbigh High School has started refreshing its ICT 
equipment. These area’s include:

•New Admin / Teaching PCs 
•New projectors and board installs
•New Classroom PCs in two ICT rooms, Art department & Library
•The purchase of Adobe Creative Cloud Photoshop for Art and Dreamweaver for ICT
•2018 version of Autodesk Inventor for D&T

Still on-going;
•Installation of remaining projector & board installs
•New 70” multi touch  Interactive TV for SE Department
•New 65” TV for ST4
•New 65” TV & PC set-up for meeting room.
•New Projector set-up for Canteen Area
•iPads for teachers to use with the introduction of an iPad wireless network in preparation for future 
iPads
•Extra Apple Mac’s in Music

Future Upgrades;
•Easter will see the ICT network infrastructure upgraded to Cisco switches to improve speed and 
reliability of the ICT school network
•May half term will see the upgrade of the Curriculum server infrastructure

•Summer Holidays should see the upgrade of the Wireless network

NEW IT IN DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL

In February, all Year 10 and 11 students 
took part in a workshop run by ‘Positively 
Mad’. The active sessions were designed to 
support students in developing revision tech-
niques for the upcoming exams. A number 
of parents attended the evening session to 
learn about the strategies themselves, so 
they are equipped to provide support in the 
coming months. Many learners have already 
put the strategies in use for the Y10 mock 
exams. During last week’s focus day, Year 11 
students engaged in an additional workshop 
for supporting revision. All that’s left now is 
to put all these strategies in place . Time to 
get revising!!
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Hay Festival Scribblers Tour
This term, Year 7-10 pupils had the opportunity to visit 

Glyndwr University as part of the Hay Festival Scribblers 

Tour.  Year 7 and 8 had sessions from storytellers Daniel 

Morden, Eric Ngalle-Charles and Jenny Valentine.  They 

heard tales from Wales and about Eric Ngalle-Charles’ 

experience of being people-trafficked.  In the afternoon, 

they took part in a workshop where they created their 

own part of a story, along with students from five other 

schools, which was put together into one big cartoon 

strip narrative.  The following Thursday, it was the turn 

of Year 9 and 10. Their sessions were from spoken-

word artist James Camden and radio presenter Gemma 

Cairney.  Students described the days as “excellent” and 

“inspirational”.  

Radio 2 500 Words Story Writing Competition
This year, students from Year 7 have submitted stories 

into the 500 Words competition.  The standard of entries 

from the school was extremely high and English teachers 

have enjoyed reading the students’ efforts before 

uploading the stories for submission.  All participating 

students have received a certificate of entry and we are 

waiting with fingers-crossed for the top 50 stories across 

the UK to be announced.

English Department News

The year 10 WBQ students are being put through their paces by the Local ‘Denbigh Dragons’, 
Mr Mike Roberts, Mr Gwynfor Evans and Mr Robin Williams. The pupils have to pitch their 
business and enterprise ideas to the local businessmen who assess the presentations and give 
feedback on their work.

What a fantastic morning 25th January was, listening to our Year 13 pitching their design 
idea suitable to the elderly as part of their Welsh baccalaureate challenge.  They were highly 
commended on their clarity on the idea and their business understanding. Well done Year 13, 
we’re very proud of you.

DRAGONS
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This past term has been one of transition 
for Denbigh High.  We have witnessed 
the departure of our former headteaher, 
Mr Molloy, and the appointment last 
week of myself as the new headteacher.  
I am very proud to have been selected 
by the Governing Body to serve the 
school in the capacity of its new leader 
and am determined to push the school 
forward in a positive and proactive 
manner.  I intend to work with staff, 
pupils and parents to secure a brighter 
future for the school, a future which 
will afford our learners the highest 
quality education to enable them to 
maximise their potential and prove to 
be successful in their chosen fields.  It is 
important that we now all work together 
for the collective good of our learning 
community.

Success has been demonstrated over the 
past term in many fields, not least in the 
way in which our pupils have helped to 
collect for worthy enterprises.  Through 
various sponsorship events the pupils 
have raised £589.40 to support a former 
student, Ben Rawson, in his fund raising 
effort to buy an artificial limb following 
his recent leg amputation due to cancer.  
Just before Christmas over 400 items of 
food were collected and donated to the 
Denbigh Food Centre in Chapel Street to 
assist people in short term crisis over the 
festive period.  Both serve as proactive 
examples of the caring and considerate 
nature of our pupils.

On the extra-curricular side of school we 
have continued to offer many additional 
activities.  Our Year 7 Mandarin class 

continues to progress well and our Year 
8 ‘Team Quantum’ did the school proud 
by winning the regional finals of the F1 in 
Schools Challenge Competition, an event 
which was hosted by Denbigh High.  Last 
week the Team took part in the national 
finals in Silverstone and demonstrated 
a very creditable performance against 
teams of pupils many years older 
than them.  Their success is to be 
commended.  Both Mr Cox and Mr Gierke 
have been coaching a Year 7 and Year 
8 football team in preparation for stiff 
competition in forthcoming games with 
neighbouring schools.  We wish them 
every success and hope they annihilate 
the opposition!

Academically we are approaching a 
very important time of the year for the 
upper school.  Both our KS4 and KS5 
year cohorts will soon be embarking 
upon their external examinations which 
commence in mid-May.  They have 
recently sat their mock examinations and 
must use this experience as a building 
block to secure even greater success 
in the final exams.  During the Easter 
holidays we will be holding revision 
classes in school and I very much hope 
that these will be well attended.  It is 
essential that our pupils now begin the 
build up to the exams, organising their 
revision effectively and taking steps to 
prepare themselves for the final stage of 
their learning cycle.  

Finally, I wish you all a Happy Easter and 
remind you that school will re-open for 
pupils on Tuesday, 10th April.

Dr R. Paul Evans
Headteacher

H e a d t e a c h e r ’ s  m e s s a g e


