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TREAT FOR 
PUPILS IN 
YEAR 8 & 9
The following pupils all 
received 45 merits or 
more last half term and 
as a result received a 
treat. The treat was a 
film, pizza and drinks 
and it took place on 
Friday 24th November 
periods 4 & 5.

Owen Henshall 8E

Freya Messham 8E

Dylan Baldwin 9E

Will Pearce 9E

William Jones 9B

Toby Langan-Hughes 9E

Bradley Robert 9B

Archie Sussex 8C

Daneal Owen-Jones 9B

Jessica Langan-Hughes 9E

Katie Vernon 9E

Aron Wilcock 9A

Andrea Tapia 9A

Rhys Fournier 8C

Osian Wilson-Jones 9B

Ceri Henshall 8C

Freya Jones 9E

Thomas Roberts 9E

Mathew Evans 8C

Chelsie Clabrough 9E

James Thomas 9E

Elliot Greaves 9B

Betty Williams 9A

Lloyd Williams 9B

Sophie Roberts 8C

Thomas Wynne 8C

Aleksander Cyra 8B

Ben Geertsma-Dolton 9E

S C I E N C E  T R A N S I T I O N
In early October we welcomed Year 6 pupils from our feeder 

primaries to participate in a science transition event.  The 

photographs show the pupils engaged in a forensic science 

task, carrying out experiments to help solve a murder 

mystery.  Many proved successful in their scene of crime 

investigations and helped identify the guilty person.  We 

witnessed some budding CID offIcers in the making!

P h o t o g r a p h s  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  b e t t e r  v i e w e d  i n  t h e 
P D F  o n  o u r  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e  a n d  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o r d e r
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ATTENDANCE
As we all know attendance is hugely 
important and so the best form attendance 
for the half term will be rewarded! 
It was very close between 7C and 8B. Both 
had an attendance of 96.1% which was 
excellent. 
However, there can only be one winner 
so when it goes a little further in the stats 
(thank you to my very able statistician in 
the office) 8B are the winners!!!

7C - 96.13
8B - 96.14
It was really was very close. The winning 
form went for breakfast in the canteen to 
enjoy a bacon bap. 

REALITY BABY FOR 
THE WEEKEND.
On the 11th and 17th 
November, pupils who took 
GCSE Child Development 
received a Reality Baby to 
look after for the weekend. 
This project was to help them to understand 
how difficult and time consuming parenthood 
actually is. The pupils’ progress was recorded 
every time the baby required either feeding,
changing, rocking or burping.

The experience was very different from what 
the students expected as they didn’t think 
a baby would require as much attention as 
it did. On the Monday when they gave their 
babies back, the students found out how 
many times the baby had required their care. 
It isn’t surprising that the girls were shocked 
to find out that every baby needed over 20 
feeds over the course of a weekend. For 
some, it didn’t feel like they had to feed the 
babies that often. The weekend for those 
pupils must’ve felt like a lifetime!

Overall, the project was very successful as 
four students in the class got 100% and the 
whole class received outstanding results. 
The experience was tough to handle but we 
all got through it and succeeded with flying 
colours, so it was all worth it in the end.
Freya Baxter-Wynne(Pictured)

“From this experience I have learnt that 
having a baby is not a walk in the park, it 
requires you to change your lifestyle to suit 
the demands of a baby. I have also learnt 
that having  a baby is not for all, as some 
people enjoy having an independent lifestyle.

During the weekend I felt exhausted and 
restricted myself to stay in the house. I was 
too nervous to go outside with the baby, as 
it could have cried and people would have 
stared at me.”
Hannah Dymock

ALAN HARRIS -
CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED 
WELSH PLAYWRIGHT
On 18th October 2017, Welsh 
playwright Alan Harris came 
into school to talk about his 
work in the theatre community 
with students from years 8-10. 
He answered the students’ questions about 
his different plays, such as how my light is 
spent, which won the Playwriting Judges’ 
Award at the 2015 Bruntwood Prize.

Harris did various exercises to do with 
creative writing and story-telling that was 
fun for the pupils. One of the exercises 
that he did was listening to multiple people 
anonymously record their regrets. To keep 
their identities a secret, Harris put on 
headphones and read out what they were 
saying. This was an interesting activity 
because the students hadn’t done anything 
like this before.
Overall, their time with Harris was very 
enjoyable and we thank him greatly for taking 
the time to come to our school and talk with 
some of the pupils. Holly Pierce 10E and 
Freya Baxter-Wynne 10E

ELLA DWARFS 
OTHER PERFORMERS
Ella Roberts Year 10 has been 
chosen from hundreds of young 
performers for the part of Sneezy 
in the Pantomime Snow White! 
Ella was auditioned via 
Stagecoach Denbigh, 
where she had to take 
part in a mask workshop 
for the part. We are all 
very proud of Ella here at 
Denbigh High School...
good luck!!

Y13 students conducted an investigation into 
infiltration rates within the valley of the River 
Elwy. They were testing to see the impact 
of gradient, land use and vegetation type on 
the speed of infiltration in order to identify 
potential flood risks.

GCSE students measured features of the 
beach in Llandudno, including the gradient 
of the beach, size and shape of pebbles, cliff 
profiles and human intervention on the coast. 
This will form part of their non-examined as-
sessment task next year.

CHRISTMAS 
PUDDING RICE 
KRISPIE CAKES
Ingredients
50g Rice Krispies
30g raisin, chopped
50g butter
100g milk chocolate
30g mini marshmallow
80g white chocolate
ready-made Christmas decorations
Method
1.Put the rice Krispies and raisins into a 
bowl.
2.Put the butter, milk chocolate and 
marshmallows into a small saucepan. Place 
on a medium to low heat and stir until the 
chocolate and butter have melted but the 
marshmallows are just beginning to melt.
3.Pour onto the rice pops and stir until well 
coated.
4.Place paper cases in a bun tray and spoon 
the mixture evenly between the cases.
5.Melt the white chocolate in the microwave 
or in bowl over a saucepan of barely 
simmering water. Spoon a little chocolate 
over the top of each pudding. Top with 
Christmas decorations.

RIVER STUDIES
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On November 14th, all year 9 pupils had 
the opportunity to visit a careers fair in 
the Leisure Centre. The fair, organised by 
Denbighshire, gave pupils the opportunity 
to talk to a range of employers and colleges 
regarding potential career pathways. This 
will help them when it comes to selecting 
their option choices for GCSE’s later on in 
the school year. The presenter from ‘Big 
Ideas Wales’ talked to the pupils about how 
he came to set up his own events company 
involving birds of prey and encouraged 
them to think about any ideas they may 
have for the future. A highlight was the 
flight of one of his birds - an eagle owl with 
a wingspan of 2 metres - over the top of 
their heads!

Year 7 and 8 pupils have been 
busy reading and quizzing on 
lots of different books. With one 
lesson each week dedicated to 
reading they have been able 
to sit back, relax and enter 
another world for a while! 
Each time they read a book they do a quiz on it 
and they gain points and words for each book. 
Some year 7 pupils have now read over 200,000 
words!
Every half term there will be prize draws. After the first half term the 
pupils below were all entered into the draw as they had read 20,000 
words in a half term. 
The lucky winner in year 7 was Mollie Thurston and the winner in year 8 
was Aiden Williams. Both received some books, stationery and sweets.
Furthermore, lots of year 7 and 8 pupils have been awarded certificates 
for the amount they have read. The certificates have been awarded in 
assembly as we are so proud of their achievements! 
We’ll be having a draw every half term so keep reading year 7 and 8! And 
of course, keep working towards your next reading certificate!

DEMENTIA FRIENDS
Gwenno Davies, a volunteer Dementia Champion for Denbighshire and Conwy joined us this 
morning to present the Dementia Friends Course to the 6th form Performing Arts students and a 

group of year 10 students with their teachers 
Claire Tranmer and Mr Gierke. The students 
and teachers completed an informative 1 
hour course and are now certified Dementia 
Friends which means they will be more able 
to recognise, aid and support people in the 
community who are living with Dementia.
The Performing Arts Students have created a 
20 minute nostalgic piece based on Christmas in the 1950’s which will be performed to various 
groups living with dementia in Ruthin and Denbigh.

C A R E E R S  FA I R

A C C E L E R A T E D  R E A D E R
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The Clwb Cymraeg has been extremely popular with year 7 pupils since September. Activities have 
included dressing up in boiler suits to label parts of the body in Welsh and playing monopoly and 
bingo. We meet in C1 lunchtimes on Friday glas week so please join us next term.
Tocynnau Iaith
Since October, year 7 pupils have been collecting tokens for speaking Welsh around the school. The 
pupils with the most tokens in each form have been going to the canteen for early break. Also, a 
prize draw will be held every term with a chance of winning a £10 gift voucher.
Disgybl y mis/Pupil of the month
Hydref/October – Peter Pendlebury
Tachwedd/November – Morgan Rowlands

DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL received a 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award licensed organisation 
plaque from Prince Edward, The Earl of Wessex, 
at a special presentation ceremony held at 
Soughton Hall Hotel, 
Northop. 

Previously, Denbighshire County Council had 
been the licensed organisation but, as this 
was no longer the case, Denbigh High School 
applied to become a licensed organisation 
so that it could continue to deliver the DofE 
Award. 
The school has staff with the qualifications and 
experience required to deliver the complete 
DofE programme, and the council continues 
to support the programme by providing 
equipment that the school can rent.
Simon Jones, head of science and the DofE
leader at Denbigh High School, attended the
presentation with Dr Paul Evans, assistant
headteacher, and sixth form students Rachel
Roberts and Isobel Lloyd. Mr Jones said, 
“We are thrilled to now be a DofE licensed 
organisation and to be able to work with the 
charity to continue to offer the DofE to our 
students. “We re-started the DofE programme 
ten years ago and, over the years, we have 

had a large number of students participating. 
Each of them has had to show determination 
and
dedication to all aspects of the award, and it 
has introduced them to experiences and skills 
that they might otherwise not have had. This 
also allows them to stand out from the crowd 
when it comes to applying for university or 
jobs.
“Thanks to a dedicated team of staff, who 
oftenvolunteer their own time, we have always 
tried to do as much as possible in house, to 
keep the costs to a minimum, so that it stays 
open to all.
Becoming a licensed organisation allows us to
continue to do so.” Currently the school has 
18 students doing the bronze level and 11 
working towards their silver award.
To find out more about the DofE and how it
enables young people to succeed, visit 
www.DofE.org.

Cymraeg Clwb Cymraeg

Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex, presenting the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award licensed organisation
plaque to Simon Jones, DofE Leader and Dr Paul Evans, Acting Headteacher, Denbigh High School, with year 12 sixth form 
students Rachel Roberts and Isobel Lloyd.
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A 21-year-old hockey player has spoken of his “relief” after having 
his leg amputated.
Ben Rawson, 21, was diagnosed with a rare bone cancer called
Ewing’s sarcoma earlier this year after doctors discovered a 14cm
tumour behind his knee.
The former Denbigh High School pupil, who has taken a
year out of his computer science studies course at Manchester
University, felt a lump whilst rubbing the back of his knee last
November when making his way back from a game.
When it began to get painful, he went to the doctors and was 
told it was a common cyst. Seven months later, he was given an 
appointment with the orthopaedics department at Ysbyty Glan 
Clwyd. There, doctors discovered he had a large tumour.
After the bombshell news that his leg could not be saved, Ben’s 
mum, Eirlys set up a crowdfunding page with a £50,000 target to 
allow the family to buy “the best replacement leg possible” to get 
her son back to an active life.
So far, more than £12,500 has been donated.
Meanwhile, Ben continues his recovery having completed six 
rounds of gruelling chemotherapy, with eight more to follow, as 
well as radiotherapy.

He also requires significant mobility rehabilitation and an intensive 
physiotherapy programme, as well as regular scans and check-
ups.

But with fighting spirit, Ben pledged to go back to university to 
finish his studies in computer science, and also intends to return 
to hockey.
He said: “Once I’ve mastered walking again I hope to regain 
these parts of my life.
“I’m getting through this by keeping a positive attitude and I 
am definitely finishing my degree at some point because I’m not 
letting the hard work I’ve put in so far go to waste.
“Everyone’s been amazing, I’m so overwhelmed by the support 
I’ve had so far.
“All my friends are organising fundraising events, it’s 
heartwarming to know that so many people care.”

The year 12 students - Katie Rawson, Isobel Lloyd, Jessica 
Briody-Hughes, Emily Carruthers and Katie Rowlands 
have been fundraising tirelessly for Ben Rawson and have raised 
a significant amount of money so far.
They have completed a sponsored cycle ride, Quiz Night and are 
appealing for donations to help raise funds for the best treat-
ment possible.
They are holding a Christmas Fair at the LRC on Wednesday 
20th of December with various events. They have been 

SIMON 
SHERRINGTON 
”BEANED IT” AND 
RAISED £38 FOR 
BEN RAWSON
7E were pushing hard to 
be at the top of the leader 
board for fundraising when 
it was pointed out by Kacey 
Barton that she had not 
taken part in any event to 
allow her to raise money 

for good causes. The form 
then rallied around and tried 
to think of ways they could 
help her raise money. It was 
decided that they would have 
a a guess how many beans 
there are in a tin competition  
The nearest to the total 
poured a can over Mr 
Sherrington’s head. A total of  
£38 was raised and the class 
decided to donate the money 
to the Ben Rowlands fund.

HELPING BEN RAWSON

continued on next page
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ENSEMBLE
The Vocal Ensemble lit up 
the town on Friday 21st 
November by performing 
for the switching on of the 
Christmas lights. Local reporters 
were so impressed by what they heard 
that they included a clip of our stars 
singing on the evening episode of Wales 
today! This is not the first time for them 
to wow a crowd as they also impressed 
local residents with their perfect harmonies 
at the recent centenary celebration in the 
Town Hall. Mrs Williams couldn’t be any 
prouder and looks forward to hearing them 
again at the Carol Service on December 
12th.

LA TOUR EIFFEL...
NOTRE DAME...
LE LOUVRE...ALL 
IN DENBIGH HIGH 
SCHOOL!
As the grand finale to the year 7 project on 
Parisian monuments pupils were asked to 
create a 3D model of a French monument of 
their choice. There were many creative and 
individual models of the Eiffel Tower, Arc de 
Triomphe and the Louvre to name a few.  
Having studied some of the main attractions 
in Paris in the first half term they were set a 
challenge to make their own model. There 
is no doubt that the standard was extremely 
high-with wood, cardboard, nails, paint, fake 
grass, lights, cotton wool, lollipop sticks, 
straws and glue guns being only a selec-
tion of materials used. All pupils should be 
proud of their attention to detail, focus and 
creativity. 

Jasmin’s winning entry was a clear favourite 
with everyone the minute they saw it and 
the extra touch of signposting the distance 
to Denbigh made it stand out. Aimee and 
Evie’s model of Notre Dame cathedral (even 
with lights!) was a very close runner up and 
Chase’s model of the Louvre was very strik-

W i n n e r : J a s m i n  J o n e s  7 C
2nd:Evie Price 7C and
       Aimee Evans 7C
3 rd :Chase  Ateyo  7A

continued from previous page
relentless in their enthusiasm. All donations 
welcome. Raffle and tombola prizes to be 
donated to the LRC. Below, they also help 
collect and count the £350 plus from the 

School Christmas Jumper day on Friday 15th 
December. the proceeds from which will be 
split £175 to Ben Rawsons crowdfunding and 
£170 to Save the Children.
This is from the Facebook page they’ve set 
up.
The family would especially like to thank 
Harry & Kate,all his mates at the Denbigh 
Hockey Club, as well as all the messages of 
support from his wonderful family & friends, 
and our new Labrador puppy Monty, for 
providing a much needed distraction; we can’t 
thank you enough!

With the first part of his treatment almost 
complete, Ben is about to embark on his 
toughest fight yet but with the love and 
support he’s received so far, and his strength 
of character, we know he will soon be on the 
road to recovery. The physiotherapists haven’t 
seen anything yet!
We have set up a Just Giving page in the 
hope that those who know him, and perhaps 
those who don’t but are touched by his story, 
might give a small donation to cover some 
of the costs involved in his treatment/travel 
and towards getting him the best prosthetic 
and innovation possible to get him back to an 
active life and university.
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
ben-rawson

Day Intervention

Numeracy – Yr11

Read to groups – year 7

Read to group – year 8

Spelling – year 10

Handwriting – year 8

Numeracy – year 10

Numeracy – year 8

Spelling – year 11

Numeracy – year 9

Spelling – year 10

Handwriting – year 8 and 
year 9

Literacy – year 7

Numeracy – year 7

Spelling – year 11

Handwriting – year 10

Reading buddies – year 7

Read to group – year 8

Numeracy – year 10

Reading buddies- year 7

Read to group – year 8Fr
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P h o t o g r a p h s  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  b e t t e r  v i e w e d  i n  t h e 
P D F  o n  o u r  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e  a n d  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o r d e r
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Securing a second year on 
the the Ranstad Williams 
engineering Acadamy 
Programme, Amy Martin 
12E gained a place after her 
success in two consecutive 
years as manager of Team 
Tachyon, the school’s all-girl 
F1 in Schools competitors.
Amy was selected for the Academy 
while in Texas. The programme 
requires students to complete 
a series of motorsport-themed 
e-learning modules, working with 
a Williams mentor to help guide 
them through the process.
In her first year, Amy has learned 
about how aerodynamics, 
acceleration, braking and cornering 
affect the performance of F1 cars. 
Her mentor, Michelle Davis, designs 
radiator ducts and is responsible 
for the cooling of the engine inside 
the Williams F1 car.
Each year, after a series of essays 
and interviews, Williams whittles 
down the group. Amy was thrilled 
to hear that she had successfully 
got through to year two of the six-

year programme.
“As I’m one of the youngest in the 
Academy, I haven’t covered a lot of 
the topics in physics or technology 
classes. My technology and physics 
teachers, Mr Gareth Jones, Mr Alex 
Price and Mr John Breese, assist 
me with the Academy workload 
and they have all been very 
supportive of all my endeavours 
outside of school. The support I 
have received from them, and my 
family, is making me a lot more 
driven to succeed within the RWEA.
“In the future, I would love to 
go to a top University like Oxford 
or Imperial College of London to 
study mechanical or aeronautical 
engineering.
“If I’m successful through the 
six-year programme with Williams, 
I may be offered a job with them, 
this is something I definitely 
want to pursue. I aspire to be an 
engineer within motorsport and I 
am so appreciative of this whole 
experience and the incredible 
support I have received to help 
me get closer to realising my 
ambition.”

MATHEW AND 
SOPHIE MEET 
JIMMY MCGOVERN
On 8th November two of our year 11 
pupils  Sophie Williams and Matthew 
Minshull attended a special workshop of 
young writers, in Rhyl, kindly accompanied 
by Mrs Todd. They were honoured to be in 
the presence of Jimmy McGovern, such an 
eminent and distinguished writer. It was 
fascinating watching Jimmy skilfully guiding 
and introducing attendees to new characters, 
who already felt so real, relatable and 
relevant.  In spite of the communities and 
difficult environments many have to endure, 
Jimmy demonstrated to us all that there is a 
means of addressing life’s difficulties through 
writing about them and bringing them to the 
screen.    

A M Y  M A R T I N

Jimmy Mcgovern with right to left Sophie, 
Matthew and Mrs Todd

Find all the words below the tree. Then, reading from the top, left 
to right, take each unused letter to make a hidden message. 
 

 
 
 

chestnuts      mistletoe      presents      reindeer      stocking      fun 
 

ivy      crackers      tree      cake      snow      star      toys 
 

Rudolph      candles      chimney      angels      carols      sledge      sleigh 
 

tinsel      turkey      lights      bells      fairy      holly      cards      party 
 

Santa      icing      happy      frost 

CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH
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With the snow showers and difficulty walking on 
the loose/steep terrain, students worked hard  
and measured scree slopes to determine the 
weathering and mass movement processes 
taking place. Gradient of slope and particle 
shape/size analysis allows students to 
establish whether there has been any 
sorting of material downslope. They 
also recorded the bearing of the 
resting material to establish 
if there was a link between 
angle of rest/size.

A LEVEL STUDENTS BRAVE 
COLD AND HEIGHTS

A GROUP of Denbigh 
High School performing 
arts students embraced 
the opportunity to work 
alongside professionals from 
a national dance company in 
a production that highlights 
the plight of refugees in this 
country. The six Btec students, Lydia 
Williams, Jody Davies, Becky Schule, 
Georgia Pierce, Lily-May Jones-Williams, 
and Bethan Jackson took part as the 
‘community cast’ in RAFT, the new dance 
theatre production from critically acclaimed 
Welsh choreographer Gwyn Emberton. 

Last month, the production toured venues 
across Wales and gave young people from 
each location the chance to be involved in 
exchange for a one day workshop to learn 
about the making of RAFT, and explore 
physical themes and ideas behind the work. 
The workshops were led by Lara Ward, 
the company’s animateur. Claire Tranmer, 
Performing Arts teacher, said: “When Lara 
contacted me to invite students to take part 
as the ‘community cast’ for the production 
to be held at Theatr Stiwt near Wrexham, I 
thought it would be an excellent opportunity 
for my Btec students as we are studying 
Arts in the Community this term. “During 
the workshop the students worked incredibly 
hard to learn all the choreography in just the 
one day. They then had a dress rehearsal 
and technical rehearsal/performance with the 

professional dancers the following day, before 
the final performance that evening. “Mr 
Emberton told me how impressed he was with 
the students’ maturity and how professionally 
they conducted themselves both on and 
off stage. This has been an incredible 
opportunity for our students, giving them 
vital experience of putting on a performance 
with a professional dance company. I would 
like to thank everyone involved for enabling 
this to happen.” The students are working on 
their own performance; a holistic, nostalgic 
piece of immersive theatre which focuses on 
Christmas memories from the 50s and 60s 
for people living with dementia. This will be 
going out into community venues next month, 
including a performance at Ruthin Castle on 
December 12th.

The opportunity 
to work with the 
police liaison officer 
and support Wagtail 
was too good to pass up. We are really 
keen to have a positive link with the local 
community and support with the ongoing 
issue of substance misuse. We fully intend to continue 
working with the liaison officer and are looking at ways to educate 
the students and safeguard their best interests.

Wagtail train sniffer dogs and giving them the opportunity to put 
dogs into a real environment was invaluable. We are looking to 
work with them in the future including focus days and for the 
students to get an idea of how the dogs are trained and handled.

The feedback from the visit has been very positive. We are 
extremely thankful for the positive comments and support we have 
received and look forward to working with the police and Wagtail in 
the future.

SUPPORTING 
THE 
COMMUNITY 
AND THE 
POLICE
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Year 7 raised the impressive 
sum of  £1135.26 for the 
Sponsored Walk.
A special mention must go to 
Dana Jones 7E (Pictured centre 
below), who raised £127.00 alone!
After consulting with their form 
groups, the Year 7 Council decided 
that we would like to donate the 
money to the Macmillan unit in 
Denbigh Infirmary. They felt that 
this is a place which has helped 
a lot of our families and friends 
in really difficult times and they 
wanted to help in some small way.
A representative is coming into our 
assembly on December 20th to 
accept the cheque and explain how 
the money will be used.
Well done Year 7! A brilliant effort. 
The Year 7 Pastoral Team are very 
proud of you all.
Mrs D Pierce - Year 7 Pastoral 
Leader.

S P ON S O R E D  W A L K

The Year 8 and 9 pupils of 
Denbigh High School raised 
£1088.88 for Kentigern’s 
hospice, St Asaph. The money 
will be used to develop the hospice 
further so they can accommodate 
more people. Denbigh High School 
have worked with St Kentigern’s 
hospice before and the school 
council very much wanted to 
continue to work with this local 
charity. This is truly an exceptional 
effort and I am very proud of each 
pupil who contributed.
The Cheque was presented to Peter 
Alexander, St Kentigern’s hospice.
Mr G Ryan - Year 8 and 9 Pastoral 
Leader.

The pupils of Denbigh High School completed a 10 KM sponsored walk on the 
22nd of September to raise money for a charity of their choice.

On the 15th December 
2017, Year 10 and Year 11 
pupils had the pleasure of 
presenting a cheque to the 
value of £286.96 to Jean 
Sellers from North Clwyd 
Animal Rescue, a charity 
that cares for and rehomes 
over 1500 animals each 
year. The money raised will be 
used to support the rehoming of 
abandoned or unwanted pets. It 
will also help to care for poorly 
pets when their owners don’t 
know of the right treatment to 
give.  North Clwyd Animal Rescue 
welcomed this kind donation from 
the pupils of Year 10 and 11 as it 
will ensure that the animals they 
care for have happy and healthy 
futures.  I would personally like to 
thank the individual pupils of Year 
10 and 11, alongside their family 
and close friends that contributed 
towards this fund raising event.
Mrs Kath Lloyd - Year 10 and 11 
Pastoral Leader.

W E L L 

D O N E !
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OPEN EVENING
On 6th October the school 
hosted it’s annual ‘Open 
Evening’ during which 
pupils from Years 5 and 6 
from many primary schools 
visited the school and 
enjoyed a whole range of 
‘taster sessions’.  We had 
a very high turnout and 
the evening proved to be 
very successful.  These 
photographs illustrate 
the many activities that 
were available to our next 
generation of pupils.

ADVENT 
DAY 
Pupils in year 10 and 11 
have been taking part in 
a reverse advent initiative 
in order to help support 
the poorest people in 
our community during 
Christmas.  For each day in 
December we asked students to try 
to bring in an item of food identified 
as required by the local food bank on 
chapel street in Denbigh. Christmas is 
a time for giving and our pupils have 
certainly risen to the challenge. At the 
time of print they had collected 350 
individual items of Food which will go a 
long way indeed. The local food bank 
coordinator  Rhys Thomas attended an 
assembly on the 22nd of December to 
thank the pupils for their efforts.  We 
would like to thank all of the parents 
who supported this initiative during 
December...

ESREVER
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Acting Headteacher’s Message

DESIGN AND TECNOLOGY ASSESSMENT
During October there was a display of the year 11 GCSE Product Design work. The students had to design and make a product for children 

under the age of 7. Please see photos below.  There was an impressively wide range of designs and creativity on display and we are looking 

forward to seeing the outcomes that our current year 11 pupils are working on at present.

As we approach the end of the year it is an 
appropriate time to reflect upon recent achievements 
but also to look forward to what the future has to 
offer.  As an historian, reflection comes naturally!  
And what an exciting and eventful term we have 
had.  Our pupils have surpassed themselves in 
delivering the school motto ‘Succeeding Together 
and Progressing with Pride’.  Collectively they have 
raised thousands of pounds for charitable causes of 
their choice, including the current reverse advent 
initiative to support the poorest in our community 
this Christmas.  They have also demonstrated keen 
support for our former pupil, Ben Rawson, who has 
steadfastly battled against cancer and the loss of his 
leg.  Our pupils, both as groups and as individuals, 
have also achieved success in many fields.  Amy 
Martin has continued her outstanding work with the 
Engineering Academy, a group of Key Stage Four & 
Five pupils have helped us gain accreditation as a 
licensed centre for the Duke of Edinburgh Award, and 
many have proved successful in their own way, such 
as all those Key Stage 3 pupils who have progressed 
through the Accelerated Reading programme, 
devouring book after book.  For these and the many 
other endeavours I would like to pass on my sincere 
thanks to all those who have helped to portray 
Denbigh High in such a positive light.
As 2017 draws to a close we should also begin 

to look at what 2018 has to offer.  For our former 
headteacher, Mr Simeon Molloy, it will be a time of 
new beginnings as he embarks on a new stage of 
his career.  On behalf of all pupils past and present, 
staff and governors, I would like to express our 
sincere thanks to Mr Molloy for his dedication and 
commitment to the school over the six years he has 
been our head and to wish him every success in his 
new post.  We also need to say goodbye to teaching 
assistant Mrs Jenny Montgomery-Hogg, who is 
leaving the SE Department to take up a new post in 
Ysgol Plas Cefndy.  We also wish her every success in 
her new position.  As for myself, as the new Acting 
Head, I have a challenging task ahead of me, one 
I welcome and look forward to but one which will 
only prove to be successful if we work as a team and 
‘Succeed Together’.  My aim is to secure a prosperous 
future for Denbigh High.
Finally, can I end by wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and an enjoyable New Year.  I look forward 
to seeing you all again at the start of a new term on 
9th January 2018.

KInd regards

Dr R P Evans

T h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  a  P D F  o n  o u t  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e


