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S P O R T S  D A Y

The annual Sports Day was again a very competitive day with all 
students taking part. The highlights of the day included some very 
competitive races in the sprint events. The standout performers of 
the day belonged to Aled house who managed to win the Tug of 
War with ease. They also managed to take the overall House trophy 
with a narrow victory over the reigning holders Elwy. 

Well done to all for taking part with such a competitive and friendly 
spirit with our overall year winners being:
Melissa Gizzi 7E  Cole Shone 7B           Betty Williams 8A
James Thomas 8E Jodie Leigh Davies 9E   Luke Roberts 9C
Lucy Jones 10A   Owen Roberts 10A

MORE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE

P L E A S E  S E E  M O R E  P H O T O G R A P H S  O N  T H E  S C H O O L  W E B S I T E

It seemed that the whole of Denbigh came to the Town Hall to 
join the class of 2017 to celebrate their Prom. It was amazing to 
witness our year 11’s in their stunning outfits and the hours of 
preparation were well worth the effort!

The Record of Achievement Ceremony was hosted by Ryan 
Roberts and Joanna Hughes, who demonstrated a maturity and 
professionalism beyond their years. Our guest speaker, Dr Lee 
Wisby delivered a fantastic speech which was both entertaining 
and thought provoking. We were privileged to have the Mayor of 
Denbigh, school governors and the pupils parents/carers sharing 
in our brilliant school celebration. 

After the ceremony the pupils were whisked off by coach to a 
mystery location to continue their evening. The pupils and staff 
enjoyed a formal dinner, which was followed by individual house 
awards before hitting the dance floor. It seemed at one stage 
that the whole of year 11 were dancing alongside a few brave 
staff members. I believe the evening was memorable for all and 
the class of 2017 definitely deserved the most fitting send off. 
Good luck to each and everyone for the future.
Mr Fenlon

Denbigh Town Hall Friday, June 23rd 2017



3 www.denbighhighschool.co.uk

BISMARK 2
Nathan Gregory, William 
Monshin and Iwan 
Carpenter have been working with 
me at lunchtime for the last few months on 
the design and manufacture of a Raft for the 
Rotary Club Annual Raft Race in Chester on 
the 1st July. 
The raft came 11th out 30 which was a 
fantastic achievement when you consider 
the combined age of the team was higher 
than all of the other 30 teams put together 
(artistic licence).
Id also like thank Mr Todd for providing 
the PZ3 and self tappers for attaching the 
paddle crank to the gunwale (boat speak for 
the uninitiated).
Mr A Price

Our year 7-10 pupils enjoyed a healthy 
living day on the 5th of July. The Denbigh-
shire Crucial Crew delivered interesting and 
valuable sessions for year 7 pupils. They 
had representatives from Welsh Hearts, Fire 
Service, Dogs Trust, WCD Welsh Carers, 
Food Standards Agency, RNLI and British 
Transport Police. 
Year 8 had a presentation from Denbigh 
Youth about healthy sugars and also enjoyed 
First Aid lessons in the morning from Mr 
Owen, Mrs Bailey and Mr Skeoch. In the 
afternoon, students participated in various 
sporting activities delivered by the Urdd, 
Verve Sports, Army Cadets and 5X60.

The morning sessions for year 9 included 
presentations from a Prevent officer, 
the School Nurse, Mrs Edwards who is a 
Heartstart instructor and Mr Salisbury, our 
First Aid expert. In the afternoon, Choose 
Life from Merseyside delivered a two hour 
session. Choose Life educate young people 
about the dangers of addiction using the 
experiential knowledge of recovered drug 
users.
Year 10’s day consisted of activities from the 
Army Cadets, a presentation from the police 

and a video on Cyberbullying.

Another successful Focus Day at 
Denbigh High School
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DENBIGH High School 
students
participated in a host of 
activities,
competitions and 
events,
showcasing their ideas and creativity
as part of a county-wide celebration
of the twentieth anniversary of the
publication of JK Rowling’s debut
novel, Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone.
The Harry Potter themed Schools
Takeover Day was one of several
organised by Denbighshire County
Council’s Education and Children’s
Services’ Curriculum Enrichment
team, as part of a programme of
cross-curricular activities, involving
a total of 2,786 students, across
sixteen primary and secondary
schools.
The Students from years 7 to 9, had an
opportunity to learn about, enjoy
and take part in the performing arts,
including acting, singing and
dancing workshops. The creative
team behind West End Stage,
London, the UK’s leading theatre
Summer school, delivered the
workshops, which took place in
locations throughout the school.

Sarah Dixon, Denbighshire’s
curriculum enrichment coordinator,
said: “The aim of this
year’s Harry Potter themed Schools
Takeover Days is to create
opportunities for all children and
young people to express their ideas,
creativity and enthusiasm, make a
real difference to their learning and
bring a fresh perspective to their
work.
“It’s not just about performing
either, but about the importance of
school and all aspects of learning in
everyone’s lives. The Schools
Takeover Days aim to support and
encourage pupils in so many ways,
such as building confidence in their
abilities, strengthening focus,
concentration and memory,
developing communication skills,
and, generally, working together as a
team, making friends and having
fun at the same time.”
And to add to the magic, with a
wave of a wand, Mark Puddle,
producer of large-scale plays,
musicals and concerts and founder
of West End Stage, London,
presented a surprise scholarship to a
Year 9 pupil, Ella Roberts, who will
now attend the ultimate West End
Stage London regional theatrical
Summer School for 8-21 year olds at
Venue Cymru, Llandudno.

HARRY 
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HARRY POTTERED 
PUPIL
This term has been a very fun term- 
thanks to Sarah Dixon and everyone else 
behind Harry Potter Takeover! For anyone 
who doesn’t know what the Harry Pot-
ter takeover is it is lots of competitions 
from baking to spell making! I entered 
two competitions and I can proudly say 
that I did very well! I competed in the 
baking competition in which we had to 
bake a cake and decorate it - Harry Potter 
themed of course! There were two rounds 
and I got through to the finale. But I 
didn’t win. Liam in 7E did and he most 
definitely deserved it! The other com-
petition I competed in was the ‘Quirky 
Quilling’ creative writing competition. The 
story that we made had to contain an 
invisibility cloak and had to be no more 
than 500 words. My story plot was about 
a girl called Rose who went to Denbigh 
High School, but she got locked in her 
locker and found her invisibility cloak. 
She went on to discover the teachers 
of Denbigh High School as Harry Potter 
characters and their similarities. My story 
was awarded the recognition of highly 
commended so runner up. As a result of 
this, alongside the quality of all the other 
entries from Denbigh High School we won 
a creative writing workshop which will 
take place in October. The award winning 
Welsh playwright, Alan Harris will be com-
ing to school to work with us!
Erin Davies 9E

POTTER



6www.denbighhighschool.co.uk

Denbigh High School took 
part in the annual Denbighshire cooking 

competition. On 22nd June we had 16 eager chefs from 
Years 7 to 9 who took take part in the ‘Cake-Off’ competition as part of 

Denbighshire Schools’ 20th anniversary of celebrations of 

    ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’.  
All pupils had to make a ‘Showstopper bake’.  The standard was extremely high 
and on the day pupils were judged on their hygiene and safety, organisation and 
cost. During the takeover day two judges from the Denbighshire team judged the 
appearance and added the results to the previous day’s score.

Congratulations to Jake 
Hall, Amy Williams, 
Thomas Morgan, Erin 
Davies and Kate Jones 
on reaching the ‘Technical 
Challenge’ – the final round 
of the ‘Harry Potter Cake 
Off’ competition.  All bakers 
were very anxious on the 
morning of the 4th July when 
they were informed that they were cooking a recipe that they had not seen before.  
They were given 1hour 45minutes to prepare a ‘Potters Plait’ which was a sweet 
bread dough.  The winner was to be announced at the end of the day.
During the afternoon the pupils observed and assisted an award winning chef, 

Graham Tinsley during the preparation of Gâteau St Honoré.  The student learned the skills of preparing choux pastry, crème pâtissière, 
crème Chantilly and caramel. The highlight was the eating of the final product!!

The end of the day arrived and the tense moment of waiting for the winner to be announced, it was a very close call but we were 
informed that the winner was a Year 7 pupil from Denbigh High School.  Well done on producing the best plait of the day and to all the 
others for taking part.
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Dear Parent/Carer,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff, 
parents and pupils for making this such a fantastic year. I 
have been delighted with the progress we have made and 
the way in which the young people have responded to the 
learning challenges they have faced, both academically and in 
extracurricular activities.

This year has proved to me the importance of the School vision 
‘succeeding together, progressing with pride’ and I have been 
delighted by the teamwork, effort and diligence every member 
of the school community has displayed in striving to meet this 
vision. Learning is not just about academic subjects, though that 
is obviously very important, but also learning about yourself and 
how you relate to others. 

We look forward to our Summer exam results and I would just 
like to take this opportunity to wish all the Year 10’s, Year 11’s, 
Year 12’s and Year 13’s the very best results and I hope all your 
hard work pays off.

There have also been an abundance of exciting events 
throughout the year, many of which are in our newsletter but I 
would really like to highlight a few of them: a fantastic school’s 
sports day, a sixth form pupil setting off on a ‘dream gap year’ 

to Sri Lanka to teach English after attending training in Scotland, 
the year 11 ROA on the 23rd June with the Denbigh Mayor in 
attendance, the Harry Potter ‘Take Over Day’ organised by Mrs 
Suarez and Mrs Owen involving around 120 KS3 pupils, the Sixth 
Form Art Exhibition was stunning and I could go on and on and 
on… Well done to everybody involved, what a fantastic year.

We are also saying goodbye to several members of staff - 

Firstly two members of staff who have long service at the 
school: Debbie Young, Head of Clwyd House is retiring. Debbie 
has been at the school for 35 years and Sian Jones, Faculty 
Leader of Languages, is moving on to pastures new. Sian has 
worked at the school for 14 years. On behalf of the staff, parents 
and pupils we thank you for all you have done at Denbigh High 
School.

There are a further three members of staff who we wish every 
luck as they move on to their future endeavours and they are 
Nikki Jones (second in Maths), Alex Baxter (Faculty Leader of 
Science) and Hayden Owen (Relationships and Recovery team). 
 
Finally I hope you all have a very happy Summer break and 
I look forward to seeing you next term on Tuesday 5th of 
September.

Headteacher’s Message

This newsletter is available as a PDF on our website : www.denbighhighschool.co.uk

Mrs Todd was presented with a 
Community Service Award by the 
Rotary Club of Denbigh in recognition 
of her extensive student support work.
She has worked at Denbigh High School for more than ten years in 
various administration roles and is currently based in the Learning 
Resource Centre.
Supporting students with applications for numerous learning 
experiences, work placements and other personal development 
opportunities, she also helps organise the school prom and sixth 
form balls and facilitates a range of Rotary youth initiatives.
Hywel Watkin, chair of the Community Committee, Rotary Club of 
Denbigh, said: “Mrs Todd was nominated for a Community Service 
Award in recognition for her work at Denbigh High School, her 
support for the children and her invaluable work across a host of 
Rotary youth programmes.
“She is always willing to help and goes out of her way to provide 
students with every assistance possible. It is a pleasure to present 
this award to Mrs Todd, she is highly regarded by Rotary, the School 
and of course, all the many students she has helped in the course of 
her work.”
The presentation ceremony was held at Brookhouse Mill, Denbigh, 
and was attended by more than 60 guests.
Mrs Todd said: “It is a privilege to be able to support the students of 
Denbigh High and to showcase their many talents through the Rotary 
Club’s national competitions. They always make me proud and I am 
delighted to be part of their success and to meet other talented pupils 

from different schools.”
Mr Molloy said: “Mrs Todd always puts Denbigh High and its students 
first, and her contribution to the school over the years both with her 
links to the community and especially the Rotary Club, have been 
immense. I can only say that she fully deserves this prestigious 
award.”

Mrs Todd’s Hard Work and Dedicated Service Recognised

Yours faithfully

Simeon Molloy


