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SUPER CLEAN SCHOOL
I have recently received very positive comments 
from many sources about the high standard of 
cleaning in the school and wanted to share them 
with all staff:

1. As part of the Healthy School Phase 2 award 
that Linda has achieved, a review of cleaning 
in the pupil toilets was made and the assessors 
commented on the high standards seen.

2. Following a recent site meeting with a team 
from Denbighshire’s Building Maintenance 
Department I received excellent feedback about 
the cleanliness throughout the building.

3. Following a recent URDD weekend event 
that took place in Denbigh High I have received 
comments from two Head Teachers of local 
Primary Schools that they were very impressed 
with the cleaning in our school.

I am sure that you will all join me in 
congratulating Carole Hardman and the team of 
cleaners.

Mr D Jones
Business Manager DHS April 2016

PUPIL LANGUAGE 
AMBASSADOR 
TEAM
During the course of this year a number 
of year 10 pupils have worked on 
various projects as Pupil Language 
Ambassadors. Katie Rawson, Isobel 
Lloyd, Jake Forkings, Isaac Harvey 
and Theo Halton have put on a 
range of activities. They started 
last year in July when they 
delivered a language session on 
Induction Day, they took part 
in Open Evening, organised the 
Languages of our Community 
video for registration time, 
organised a French café, 
delivered language sessions on a 
MAT primary transition day and 
help to run the lunch time French 
club.  
They have shown a real 
commitment and ability to 
work together doing Denbigh 
High School proud! 
They have been praised 
by Bangor University and 
Routes into Languages 
Cymru and the work they 
have done over the year 
will be featured on the 
Routes Cymru website 
very soon.
Mrs Suarez

In French club we do many exciting 
things with Play Doh , knex and 
lego. We are given a topic with 
French words for example school 
subjects, animals or food items. Our 
challenge is to create something us-
ing the Play Doh , knex  or Lego. 
Bad or good your creation will  

be photographed with the French 
beside it. We have lots of fun doing 
it and learn French words at the 
same time. 

 

Osian Jones 7B 

LEADING TEACHERS
Congratulations to Mr Sherrington and Mrs
Owen who are now Lead Practitioners and will 
be working for GwE across the region next year!  
A huge achievement for both of them. A futher 
congratulations to Mrs Owen on passing her 
Middle Leaders course too.

PAST PUPIL SUCCESS !
Alex Davies has achieved a 1st in Animation at 
the Royal Academy. Congratulations to him!

Daniel Munday, who is a past pupil, will 
graduate this summer from Aberystwyth university 
with a 1st class honours in International Politics.
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For the past few weeks, a group of 
year 10s, Dr Evans and I have been 
working towards creating an exhibition 
for Denbigh Museum on the History of 
Denbigh High School. The project has 
involved fi nding, scanning, organising 
and printing old photos both from 
Denbigh High and Denbigh Grammar 
School. The project also involved using 
sources such as school magazines 
and governors minutes to create a 
timeline for the history of the school. 
The culmination of this project was an 
exhibition in Denbigh Museum for an 
event which lasted two days in May, 
with the exhibition set to stay in the 
museum until mid-June. The museum 
is open on Monday afternoon 2pm-
4pm.
Tom Roberts

HISTORY of DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL in DENBIGH MUSEUM

Five of the year 8 pupils; Ffi on Clarke, 
Erin Porter Jones, Ella Roberts, Abbie 
Williams and Libby Williams decided to 
take part in the Cogurdd cooking competition 
held on the 10th March. They had to prepare 
muffi ns, fl at breads and dips in a two hour 
session. The standard of food preparation was 
very high. The winner in this fi rst round was 
Ella Roberts 8B, Erin Porter Jones 8A came 
second and third Libby Williams.
This meant that these three girls then 
qualifi ed for the semi fi nal round that was 
held in Prestatyn High School on the 20th 
April. Parents accompanied the pupils for 
this round and following 2 hours of intense 
food preparation and exceptionally high 
standard according to the judges, the winner 
was announced. Erin Porter Jones was 
the regional winner which means she now 
attends the fi nal on the 21st May at the Urdd 
Eisteddfod fi eld in Flintshire. We wish her all 
the best.
Mrs owen

See what happened 
at the next stage on 
page 9!

CYSTADLEUAETH 
COGURDD
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The Y11 Prom was a great success on Friday 24th June with the pupils looking very spruced up! Thank you to all those involved, especially 
Heads of Houses, Y11 Form Tutors and other colleagues, all of whom helped to make the event the success it was. Thanks also to Mr Price for 
taking the photographs.

Over Easter a party of 38 pupils 
and 4 staff enjoyed a fantas-
tic ski trip to the Lungau area 
of Austria during the Easter 
holidays.
After a long, although pleasant 
and fun-fi lled coach journey 
from Denbigh, the party was 
welcomed by the friendly and 
welcoming hosts of the Hotel 
Katschtalerhof. 
The Austrian sun shone on 
the party and beginners and 
experienced skiers received 5 
hours of small group ski instruc-
tion for 5 days from the brilliant 
and friendly Austrian Ski school 
instructors.
Evening entertainment included 
a visit to a local Pizza restaurant 

in St. Michel, a quiz, bowling 
and a lively disco where it was 
good to meet up and share the 
dance fl oor with another school 
from Wales!
On the fi nal afternoon, now 
skilled and competitive, all 
pupils participated in a downhill 
slalom ski race and were then 
presented with medals by the 
Ski School. 
All were thrilled with the excel-
lent progress made and returned 
home with fond memories of 
new experiences, fun times and 
beautiful Austrian scenery.
Thanks go to Mrs D. Bailey and 
Mr. S. Jones for organising such 
a successful and memorable trip.

The Y11 Prom was a great success on Friday 24th June with the pupils looking very spruced up! Thank you to all those involved, especially 
Heads of Houses, Y11 Form Tutors and other colleagues, all of whom helped to make the event the success it was. Thanks also to Mr Price for 
taking the photographs.

class 0f 2016
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CAERNARFON
A group of Year 10 pupils had a memorable day out in 
Caernarfon on April 15th.  Selected for their positive 
attitide towards their Welsh studies at GCSE level, the 
group proved to be wonderful ambassadors for the school.
The morning’s activities involved a bilingual tour of the castle and 
the town walls, knowledgeably led by Rhys Mwyn. His account was 
jam-packed with interesting and sometimes hair-raising stories of the 
town’s past.

Following a stroll around the ‘Maes’ at Cernarfon and a leisurely lunch 
– oh, and an impromptu photo shoot with Leanne Woods – we made 
our way over to the Beacon Climbing Centre at Cibyn, Caernarfon. 
Ably instucted by Welsh speaking instructors from Glan-llyn, the 
group made great progress and impressed all who met them with 
their willingness to have a go, their camaraderie and courtesy. They 
were wonderful ambassadors for the school. 
Mrs S Jones
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SCIENCE
HIGHLIGHTS:

COMPETITIONS
A large group of year 9 and 10 students 
took part in the Biology Challenge, an 
online competition that tests a student’s 
knowledge of the biology they learn both in 
school and from the news and everyday life. 
The competition is very challenging and the 
two sixty minute assessments certainly put 
the participants through their paces!

Well done to everyone who took part but 
particular congratulations go to: Joseph 
Fishwick and Holly Roberts with their ‘High 
Commendations’ and both Phillip Cuckson 
Williams and Jessica Briody-Hughes excelled 
to achieve the bronze (with Jessica being 
only one mark off a silver!). VERY WELL 
DONE!

At a higher educational level we also 
entered the year 12 students for the 
Intermediate Biology Olympiad. This 
competition, just as the one above, is 
designed to test both the breadth and 
depth of their knowledge but is based more 
on the learning that takes place in year 12. 
There are also questions that demand high 
levels of numeracy and the ability to apply 
known ideas to new situations in order to 
show more thorough understanding by 
applying it to new contexts. Given the fact 
that they had only just fi nished their A 
Level exams the weeks before, I think to 
voluntarily take on such a task is a sign of 
what great and enthusiastic students they 
are! Once again well done to everyone who 
took part but particular congratulations go 
to: Natalie McCall and Ian Hall with their 
‘High Commendations’ and both Christopher 
Harman and Jacob Williams excelled to 
achieve the bronze. VERY WELL DONE!

Both competitions are a great way to 
extend a learner’s understanding and 
appreciation of science and it is by seizing 
these opportunities that learners will make 
themselves stand out from the crowd in 
UCAS applications and C.V.s etc., it also 
speaks volumes for their great attitude to 
learning!

SPACE SEEDS:
Several year seven students helped grow 
Rocket seeds that had been aboard the ISS 
with Tim Peake for six months. The event was 
organised by the Royal Horticultural Society, 
along with the UK Space Agency, European 
Space Agency and others, and was designed 
to collect information that will help determine 
the effect that micro-gravity and increased 
cosmic radiation have on plants in space. 
The data collected will be used to discuss the 
feasibility of the future possibilities of growing 
crops in space. The students did really 
well and came in every other day to water, 
measure and care for their inter-galactic 

organisms. This project gave the students the 
opportunity to take ownership of collecting 
real data for over a month that has very real 
and important implications for the future of 
the human civilisation. 

Several groups of year seven 
students were lucky enough to 
take part in an interactive science 
show based on the Cressida 
Cowell series of books ‘How to 
Train Your Dragon’. The event 
was wonderful with fi re, smoke 
and dry ice aplenty! The show 
explained the science behind the 
dragons created by the author 
and how, if dragons were real 
(who says they’re not?!?), they 
would have been able to do 
the wonderful things that the 
books describe. It was a great 

opportunity for the students to 
learn some science in a totally 
abstract context and, with 
dragons heads popping off, 
exploding balloons of fi re, air 
cannons and more, it is safe to 
say the students had a fun and 
memorable time! The event also 
supplied the whole series of 
the ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ 
books to the school library and 
several students have already 
taken advantage of this to start 
enjoying the adventures of 
Hiccup the viking and Toothless 
the Night Fury dragon!

The Science of Dragons
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EXAMS INSPECTED
The JCQ Exams Inspector 
called unannounced on 15th 
June to inspect the A Level 
Religious Studies, English 
Language and Maths exams.

 The school met all of the 24 criteria 
required and the Inspector commented 
“This is a fi rst rate Centre. Well run and 
well organised”.
On 28th June the Inspector returned 
to examine the Access Arrangements 
for GCE and GCSE examinations and, 
after selecting fi ve candidates at 
random to inspect, he declared that our 

documentation and supporting evidence 
was “the best he has 
ever seen”.  
Denbigh High School 
continues to be a 
Centre of Excellence 
for examinations.

INDUCTION
Religious Studies A 
Level students from 
Denbigh High’s Sixth 
Form introduced 
themselves to our 
new intake on one of 
the Induction days.
Tabitha Lewis, Stevie 
Seville and Joshua 
Parry, who are all 
currently in Year 12, 

helped Mrs Pierce and 
Mrs Woodcock deliver 
RS lessons and got a 
chance to help and 
mingle with the Year 6 
pupils. They hope to get 
more involved with the 
new pupils when they 
start at Denbigh High 
School in September 
and are considering 
possible careers in 
teaching.

Carys Rawson has been 
selected to play for Wales’s 
International Ladies Hockey Team. 
The away match against Gibraltar 
is on the weekend of 16th/17th 
July. Well deserved success for our 
new Head Girl.

ART-SCIENCE TRIP
On Friday the 8th of July Mr Baxter and 
Mr Sherrington (Heads of Science and Art, 
respectively) took a group of students from 
all different year groups to University of 
Wales, Bangor to enjoy the experience of the 
museum in the Biological Sciences Faculty. 
The students made use of the wonderful 

array of skeletons, skulls, taxidermy 
specimens and displays to create specimen 
drawings and other art work in order to enter 
the Royal Society of Biology’s Nancy-Rothwell 
drawing competition. The entries have been 
completed and we await the results in the 
hope that, like Phillip Cuckson-Williams’ 
entry last year, we have more students being 
recognised for their amazing skills.

CHINESE
CULTURE 
DAY 
On 14th March we 
welcomed tutors from 
the Confucius Institute 
of Bangor University who 
delivered a Chinese Culture 
Day for over seventy of 
our more able and talented 
pupils from our feeder 
primary schools.  The 
pupils took part in a range 
of activities including 
conversational mandarin, 
Chinese calligraphy and 
Chinese dance.  It was a 
challenging and eventful 
day for our transition pupils.

HEALTHY SCHOOLS
Denbigh High School has 
successfully achieved Phase 2 
of the Denbighshire Healthy 
Schools scheme this term. The 
assessors were extremely impressed with 
the delivery of health and wellbeing services. 
They said that the pupils who spoke to them 
were great ambassadors for the school and 
answered their questions with confi dence 
and enthusiasm.
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Erin Porter-Jones (above) won fi rst prize resulting in her going through to the all Wales fi nal. On the 31st May the fi nal was held 
in a marquee at the Urdd Eisteddfod in Flint.  It was an exceptionally hot day and Erin had to prepare four dishes under very diffi cult 
conditions, whilst being judged by Becca Perkins from the Great British Bake Off. 

Denbighshire put on a fantastic 
cooking competition again this 
year and Denbigh High School 
has played a major part in both 
the Primary and Secondary 
schools competition. This year the 
competition started with the Primary 
schools, Denbigh High School hosting 
the fi rst round for our feeder schools on 
the 9th May.  The fi nal round again was 
hosted at DHS on the 24th May. Nine 
eager cooks attended and the standard 
of food preparation was exceptionally 
high.  The winner was Nicola Garratt 
from Ysgol Pendref.  Congratulations 
to her and we look forward to her 
competing on the behalf of Denbigh 
High in the future.

THE GREAT DENBIGHSHIRE MENU 2016

The secondary competition fi rst round 
took place on the 17th June. Four pupils 
in year 8 tested their practical skills 
by preparing Calzone pasties, and the 
fi nalists were Chloe Anderson, Erin Davies, 
Ella Roberts and Jessica Edwards.  The 
fi nal round was hosted by Denbigh High 
and held on the 4th July, three of our 

capable young chefs took part closely 
observed by the judge Graham Tinsley.  
The judge was most complimentary of our 
pupils and said he was “very impressed 
with their level of skill and hygiene during 
food preparation”. 

Chef Tinsley decided that Chloe Anderson 
was the winner on the day, however 
he said the competition was very close 
between the three.  Well done Chloe on 
your fi rst prize and to Erin and Ella for 
working to such a high standard.

    CogUrdd the Final

Erin produced a 
fantastic selection 
of dishes and 
was a brilliant 
representative 
for Denbigh High 
School. We were all 
exceptionally proud 
of her on the day. 

Sadly she didn’t make 
it to the bake off 
round but well done 
Erin for making it to 
the fi nal to compete 
against another 11 
pupils throughout 
Wales.

See page 11 

for the Golden 

Ticket Winners
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£500
BIG BANG 
WIN

Nine pupils 
were involved 
in the ‘Big 
Bang’ event 
in Llandudno 
on Wednesday 
13th April and 
won £500 in the 
EESW engineering 
competition. 100 
teams took part in 
the competition this 
year, and 21 awards 
were given for 
various categories.

The annual awards events took place 
at Swansea University’s Bay Campus on 
Thursday 24th March in South Wales and at 
Venue Cymru, Llandudno in North Wales on 
Wednesday 13th March 2016.  
The Teams had to present and display in the 
‘Big Bang’ fair.

Pupils had to work on a real design problem 
in collaboration with engineers from Welsh 
Water.  They have been competing against 
year 12 teams from across 
Wales.  

They have had to meet with the engineer, go 
on site visits and develop a solution to the 
given engineering problem.
They all had a specifi c role within the team 
which was led by Tabitha Lewis.

The Team had a glowing report and feedback 
commenting on their skills, confi dence and 
professionalism.  

They now look 
forward to 
competing at UK 
level.

It has recently 
been announced 
that they have 
been invited to 
represent young 
Welsh engineers 
in the Big Bang 
UK National 

event in Birmingham 
NEC.  This is the 
fi rst time Denbigh High have won this 
competition.  The team scored 91% of 
the marks available - an outstanding 
achievement. Tabitha won an individual 
award for leadership of the team.

Dan, Meg and Tabitha have been invited to, 
and are now applying for, the prestigious 
Young Engineer of the Year Award.

TACHYON NEWS
The Tachyon F1 won the majority of the trophies available in the regional competition  on Wednesday 13th April and went on 
to the National fi nals in Silverstone as the fi rst place North Wales Team.

At Silverstone they were crowned Welsh Champions again securing a place in the world fi nals in texas.  They have since 
procured a £10,000 grant for Tachyon from The Thomas Howells fund.

Tachyon’s twitter account achieved over 1000 followers this month (we think this is the largest following of an F1 in Schools 
team in the world - 20 million students take part world wide)

Huge Congratulations to Ysgol Esgob Morgan, one of our feeder schools, on their recent success in the F1 in School’s 
National Final in Coventry. The teams came to our technology department for some F1 master classes and with the help of 
our very own award winning World Finalists, Team Tachyon, and the technology department, the teams came away with the 
fastest car award with a time of 1.03 seconds and UK 3rd place. We wish them every success in the competition and can’t 
wait to have some budding engineers join our school in the near future. 
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ATHLETICS
A group of Y10 and one Y9 pupil 
competed in the Denbighshire 
Athletics Competition on Monday 
20th June and did quite well. 
Amy Martin won the shot putt 
and Danny Clarke won the long 
jump both progressing through 
to the NE Wales competition in 
Cardiff.
Amy and Danny went to Cardiff 
on Friday 1st July and took part 
in the Athletics competition with 
Amy coming 9th overall and 
Danny coming 7th overall. A 
great achievement as they were 
competing against Year 11 pupils 
from across North Wales.

CONGRATULATIONS 
        to 

IWAN CARPENTER
Iwan qualifi ed on Friday 6th May for the 
Showjumping Final at the Horse of The 
Year Show which takes place at the NEC 
during the week 5th - 9th October 2016.
He has recently competed at the highest 
level at the Royal Highland Show in 
Scotland, progressing through to a 
very exciting jump off, before being 
interviewed on his success by BBC 
Scotland.
The Carpenter string of horses and 
ponies has increased with the addition of 
Pepe a 10yr old roan gelding with whom 
Iwan has enjoyed some great wins this 
season culminating in his qualifi cation to 
the HOY show. His partner at the Royal 
Highland was Maisie who has already 
carried brother Morgan to many past 
achievements.

CodiSTEM
A successful Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Maths (STEM) event 
aimed to enthuse our 
Year 9 pupils and inspire 
them to follow a STEM 
career path.
The event, organised by 
Careers Wales and hosted 
by Grŵp Llandrillo Menai 
took place on the 22nd 
March.  All our Year 9 pupils 
attended the event and the 
feedback received shows it 
was worthwhile:
 “I really enjoyed my day in 
Llandrillo College as I was 
able to have the opportunity 
to see all of the options I 
could take in the future.” 
Lottie Jones

“Llandrillo College was very 
educational and we had lots 
of fun with the Army.  We 
used their virtual reality 
headsets that was like 
actually jumping out of a 
military plane! I also liked 
watching the 3D printers 
print out cool things like 
the Batman logo and Space 
Invaders.” Ethan McGaugie

“The time that I spent in 
Llandrillo College was really 
educational as it opened my 
eyes to a range of different 
careers that I can pursue in 
the future”. Harri Jones

BTEC Sport pupils and 3 year 10 
pupils volunteered to help out at the 
Frongoch Sport’s Day. The event was 
extremely well organised and run by 
the staff at Frongoch and all the pupils 
seemed to have a wonderful day.
These pupils represented Denbigh High 
School at the Denbighshire Schools 
Athletics Competition in Deeside. 
Congratulations to Amy Martin and Daniel 
Clarke who have gone on to represent 
North East Wales in Cardiff in shot putt 
and long jump.

WE GOT THE 
GOLDEN TICKET!
On Tuesday 12 July 2016, 
representatives from 24 
Denbighshire Schools, who 
have participated in this year’s 
“Denbighshire Schools Takeovers 
2016 inspired by Roald Dahl”, 
were invited to attend a special 
GOLDEN TICKET AWARDS 
ceremony at 
Theatr Twm o’r 
Nant.
The Golden 
Ticket Awards 
were held to 
celebrate schools’ 
outstanding
achievements 
over the past six 
months.

In recognition of our school’s outstanding 
achievements in the “Dahlicious” –  the 
Great Denbighshire Menu 2016 competition,  
Chloe Anderson, Ella Roberts and Erin 
Davies as well as Mrs Owen were invited to 
attend the Golden Ticket Awards ceremony.

It was a fun-fi lled morning, packed with 
phizz-wizzing prizes, scrumdiddlyumptious 
surprises and tummytickling treats for 
everyone. The young ladies won a 
‘Golden Ticket’ which was a £20 gift voucher 
for the three of them to spend at Denbigh 
Chocolate shop. They are looking forward to 
their treat at the end of term.
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Dear Parent/Carer,

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the 
staff, parents and pupils for 
making this such a fantastic 
year. I have been delighted with 
the progress we have made 
and the way in which the young 
people have responded to the 
learning challenges they have 
faced, both academically and in 
extracurricular activities.

This year has proved to me 
the importance of the school 
vision ‘succeeding together, 
progressing with pride’ and I 
have been delighted by the 
teamwork, effort and diligence 
every member of the school 
community has displayed in 
striving to meet this vision. 
Learning is not just about 
academic subjects, though that 
is obviously very important, but 
also learning about yourself and 
how you relate to others.

We look forward to our summer 
exam results and I would just 
like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our KS4 and KS5 pupils 
the very best results and I hope 
all your hard work pays off.

There have also been an 
abundance of exciting events 
throughout the year, many of 
which are in our newsletter, but 
I would really like to highlight 
a few of them. The school’s F1 
team ‘Tachyon’ going to the 
world fi nals in Singapore, the 
Year 11 Prom was a spectacular 
event, Carys Rawson 

representing Wales as their 
Goalkeeper in international 
Hockey, the Sixth Form Art 
Exhibition was stunning and 
I could go on and on and 
on… Well done to everybody 
involved, what a fantastic year.

We are also saying goodbye to 
several members of staff.

We have three members of 
staff leaving after a long period 
of service at the school. Huw
Ellis-Williams, Head of Sixth 
is retiring. Huw has been 
at the school for 35 years.  
Sue Wingfi eld, Assistant 
Headteacher and Head of 
English Faculty, is retiring. Sue 
has worked at the school for 25 
years. Nicky Carroll is leaving 
as she wants to concentrate 
on her family. Nicky has been 
with the school for 25 years. 
I would like to thank them 
for the positive infl uence they 
have had on the school and 
on the huge number of pupils 
who have benefi ted from their 
commitment and excellence.  
Their impact is immeasurable. 

Miranda Cookson, Assistant 
Headteacher and Head of 
Maths, has been with us for 
5 years and has successfully 
attained the post of Deputy 
Head at Ysgol Clywedog in 
Wrexham. We thank you for 
your brilliant contribution and 
with you every success in your 
new post.

Kathleen Agnew is leaving 
after having taught French at 
the school for 4 years and we 
thank her for her contribution 
to the Languages Department.
Derek Rodgers has left having 
secured a post in Neston. He 
has been teaching PE and Maths 
for the past 2 years.  Gail
Jones who has taught Art for 
this academic year is moving 
on to a new post in Myddleton 
College.  David Aikman
has taught in the History 
Department for the past 2 years 
and is now retiring.  Matthew
Hughes helped with the 
teaching of Politics this year. 

To all those listed we wish you 
all the very best in your future 
endeavours and sincerely thank 
you for your contribution to our 
school.

Finally, I hope you all have a 
very happy summer break and 
I look forward to seeing you 
next term on Monday, 5th of 
September.

Yours sincerely
Simeon Molloy

Succeeding Together - Progressing with Pride
Cyd-weithio - cydlwyddo - â balchder




