
GANGNAM CODING
WITH SHELDON

Well done Iwan Carpenter! On Sunday 20th December he qualifi ed 
to compete at Hickstead at the International show in July. As one 
of 12 Finalists in the H&M Mistletoe Mini Stakes at the Main Hall 
Olympia, he rode a clear round  on his Pony, Brookhall Glimpse, 
and was ranked fi rst at one point in the event.
This puts him onto the GB Junior Team list. 
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TECHNOCAMPS
Year 7 and 9 pupils get a 
taste for coding thanks to 
Technocamps.
In February we were pleased 
to welcome Nigel Houlden, 
Senior Computing Lecturer 
from Glyndwr University and 
his dancing Robot, Sheldon.  
Our pupils took part in a hands 
on workshop, learning how to 
generate computer code using 
the programme Python.
The session inspired our most 

able pupils, who by the end of 
the lesson had been taught the 
fundamental computing skills 
needed to generate coding.
The pupils were thoroughly 
enthused and thought it was 
‘great’ and ‘really interesting 
and fun’.  Nigel was able to 
inspire the group by showing 
them some of the more fun 
applications of coding.   They 
particularly enjoyed Sheldon’s 
dancing, Gangnam style!
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Welsh 
Baccalaureate 
Enterprise and 
Employability 
Challenge
In September 2015, the Welsh 
Baccalaureate course changed. Learners 
in KS4 now study for a separate Skills 
Challenge Certifi cate GCSE, which, 
when combined with other GCSE 
qualifi cations, will complete the full Welsh 
Baccalaureate Award. 
To attain the GCSE, learners complete 4 
controlled assessments, the fi rst of which 
was the Enterprise and Employability 
Challenge. Learners had to develop an 
idea for a product for the Welsh tourist 
industry. Their research, development, 
business plans, marketing/social media 
strategy and prototypes were displayed 
and teams had to pitch their ideas to a 
team of ‘Dragons’ from Denbigh Rotary. 
Year 10 are to be commended on their 
hard work and a number of learners 
impressed the Dragons with their 
presentation skills. Well done!

Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced
Students in Y12 have also started a new Welsh Baccalaureate qualifi cation. This will allow students 
to gain grades A*-E like any other A level and is worth the same UCAS tariff points as other A level 
subjects. Again, 4 controlled assessments have to be attained and students are busy working on 
their Community Challenges, most of which involve running sports or learning coaching to learners 
in lower years. Keep up the good work Y12 and if you are in one of the lower years and haven’t 
taken the opportunity to join in, you’re missing out! See posters around the school for details.taken the opportunity to join in, you’re missing out! See posters around the school for details.

Past Pupils return 
to Denbigh High 
School for 
Careers Fair
Miles Todd, manager of Maes Du Golf 
Club and Matthew Jones, football 
co-ordinator at Wrexham Football 
Club returned to school on March 1st 
to attend our careers fair. They were 
joined by:

Refl ex & Allen
Army
Police

Fire service
Nurse

Mark Young – owner of Denbigh 
Chocolate shop

Gamlins Solicitors
Little League – Liverpool

Coleg Cambria
Coleg Llysfasi

Glyndwr University
Chester University

Snuggles Day Nursery.
The day was extremely successful 
and praise was given to our pupils. 

Helen Walker from Chester University 
said:
 “I found it a very worthwhile 
experience and I found the students 
to be genuinely interested, asking 
mature and sensible questions.  I 
hope they too found it useful in 
helping to guide them into whatever 
they wish to do in the future.”
Charmaine Walker from Coleg 
Llandrillo “ we met lots of pupils who 
were all very polite and interested in 
their morning.”
Mr Molloy said “A fantastic and 
successful day. The response from 
the pupils was brilliant, knowing 
what careers are out there and the 
skills they need really has motivated 
them. A big thank you to all the 
companies, employers, colleges and 
former pupils that came to showcase 
their careers and opportunities.” 

On 8th March pupils took part in 
a presentation and question and 
answer session with Mr McGaugie 
from Airbus.

HEART
Businesses and Denbigh High School 
students donated much needed 
winter essentials to the homeless 
across North & Mid Wales. We 
delivered the bags of essentials to 
various shelters and charities to 
allow them to distribute to those in 
need. A huge thank you to all
those who donated much needed 
supplies, time and effort to help 
make this happen.
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PARIS TRIP 
2016
The trip to Paris was a great success once 
again! Thirty six students and fi ve teachers 
set off for the St David’s Day  Festival at 
Disney Paris for a memorable weekend 
away. The weather was as kind as it knew 
how to be – it poured down with rain all the 
way from Denbigh to the outskirts of Paris, 
and then stopped as though someone had 
switched off a switch as soon as we got to 
Paris.
We toured the city by coach before 
disembarking and climbing up to the very top 
of the Eiffel Tower! Clouds had cleared by this 
point and the view from the top was sublime. 
No trip to Paris is complete without a visit 

to MacDonalds and the students had great 
fun ordering their food in French. A visit to 
a supermarket followed before we made our 
weary way back to the hotel. After a quick 
wash and rest, we had a lovely meal at the 
hotel restaurant – roast chicken and potato 
dauphinoise followed by a chocolate gateaux-
mousse. Delicious! A fun quiz followed the 
meal before we eventually made our way to 
our beds for a most welcome sleep.
The next day was devoted to Disney delights 
– for 12 hours! Again the weather was kind 
to us, despite being bitingly cold and the fact 
that we were being sprinkled with snow as 
we entered, it dried up and by the afternoon, 
skies were clear. A fun-fi lled day was had by 
all with the magnifi cent fi rework display a 
fi tting end to a great day.

We were up bright and early the next day for 
the return trip to Denbigh and we were back 
outside Denbigh High School by 9PM – tired, 
but happy!
So thanks to all staff and students who 
contributed to make this a weekend to 
remember!
And the next trip? Yes! Plans are already 
underway. We will be going to the St David’s 
Day Festival in 2018! In order to book the 
trip for the same price as this year, we will 
need to guarantee our booking by May 2016 
– letters will soon be out and the trip will be 
open to pupils who are currently in Years 7 
and 8 as well as the Year 6 pupils who will 
be coming up to Denbigh High School in 
September 2016. 

BUDDIES 
ABOUND!
Sixth Form students have been busy 
recently.
 As well as studying hard for their A level 
exams  our Buddies  team have been 
using their time to Buddy up with year 7 
and year 8 pupils to support them in their 
Numeracy and their Literacy learning. 
Using a mixture of games, books and their 
experience of being in school, the sixth 
formers encourage their buddy to achieve 
the most out of their time here. 
The Chess Club is run by sixth form 
volunteers, Ian Hall and Chris Harman.
 Kate Bowyer and Natalie McCall are 
signed up to assist in the maintenance of 
St Marcella’s church yard.
Thanks to all The Buddy team 
Lauren Richardson, Stevie Seville, Natalie 
McCall, Morgan Carpenter ,Ian Hall, Jacob 
Williams, Maisie Cookson, John Roberts, 
Liane Abanilla ,Carys Rawson, Jordan 
McDonald, Sam Roberts, Kate Bowyer, 
Hannah McArthur, Dan Dallolio,Georgia 
Hetherington, Josh Howarth, Michael 
Murray, Charlotte Clayton-Hayes, Ellena 
Alexandrou, Kyle Davies, Jack Evans, 
Stephen Brazier and Alex Halton.

MESSAGE FROM EXAMS OFFICER
External examinations begin on Friday 13th May. 
Timetables have been distributed to all students. A 
copy of the whole school exam timetable is available 
on the school website
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk.
Mrs C Fielden Exams Offi cer

ROTARY MUSICIANS
On the evening of Tuesday 2nd February, 
Denbigh High School hosted the local round of 
the Young Musicians competition. 
Competition was intense and of a very high 
standard; the judges had to deliberate long and 
hard to reach a decision in both disciplines.

Erin Davies ,Zara Briody Hughes and Bethan 
Davies were outstanding in the vocalists 
category.
The judges gave their vote for the winner 
of this round to compete on Saturday at the 
District fi nal on The Wirral to Bethan Davies 

10clwyd. Congratulations to her !!!!!
SWITZERLAND
Congratulations to Carys Rawson who has 
been picked to play for Wales in Switzerland 
on 23rd March. Well done !!!!
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URDD 
GYMNASTICS 
COMPETITION

NETBALL TOURNAMENT
On Friday 26th of February, Mrs Bailey took 14 year 8 girls to Bangor to play in the British Transport Police Netball 
tournament against lots of other schools from North Wales. The following girls represented Denbigh High on the day; 
Hannah Dymock, Erin Porter-Jones, Ellie Lyon, Molly Davies, Ellie Brown, Katy Macdonald, Ellie Royles, Abbie Williams, 

Libby Williams, Sophie Lewis, Ffi on Clarke, Jodie Davies, Megan Stringfellow and Ella Roberts. We played our very best but, unfortunately we 
came 4th out of 6th. It was very good day. and we had lots of fun.   

ALED 
Aled raised £151.01 on the sponsored 

walk for Help for Heroes. They 
presented a cheque for that amount to 
Rhys Edwards from Help for Heroes.

CLWYD
A cheque for £357.28 was presented 
to Mrs Elizabeth Smart from Cancer 

Research by Council Reps Lottie Jones 
9C and Emily Carruthers 10C raised by 
Clwyd House from the Sponsored Walk.

BRENIG
On Tuesday 2nd February, 2016 Brenig 

House presented a cheque for £444.49 to 
Eluned Yaxley, from their chosen charity 

Hope House This was the money that they 

raised from the Sponsored Walk.

ELWY 1st

As featured in our last newsletter 
Elwy raised £800 for McMillan 

Cancer Support from the 
Sponsored Walk participation.

SPONSORED WALK CHEQUE PRESENTATIONS

A group of gymnastics loving year 
8 girls entered the Denbighshire 
Urdd Gymnastics Competition 
in Ysgol Glan Clwyd in January. 
They did really well and qualifi ed 
for the National Urdd Gymnastics 
Competition in Aberystwyth. 
Despite performing to the best 
of their abilities and making 
Mrs Bailey very proud, they 
did not get placed but they 
returned home happy with their 
performance and determined to 
do better next year. 


