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CAREERS REWARD 
FOR DENBIGHSHIRE 
SCHOOL
A Denbighshire Secondary 
School has got the grade 
after becoming one of 
only a small number of 
schools in North Wales 
to receive the prestigious 
Careers Wales Mark.

The accolade, which recognises a commitment 
to continuous quality improvement within 
an educational institution, was awarded to 
Denbigh High School for its dedication and 
enthusiasm in preparing and supporting 
young people entering the world of work or 
continuing in education.

Working alongside the team at Careers Wales, 
the school carried out an audit of their careers 
and world of work curriculum and identified 
areas for improvement, so that learners have 
the necessary knowledge of progression routes 
and are fully equipped with the skills needed 
to enter the workplace.

 As a result of the new development plan, 
all students at Denbigh High School will 
have access to impartial careers information, 
advice and guidance.  Pupils in year 11 are 
now competent in navigating the Careers 
Wales website and manage their own 
pathway through a range of learning and 
career opportunities using the Common Area 
Prospectus and Application Process. Pupils 
in year 9 receive lessons on the job trends 
and different career routes before attending 
a Careers Fair in school attended by local 
emaployers.

The new developments will help to prepare 
and support pupils for a successful transition 
into work, training or further education and 
help reduce the number of young people 
potentially becoming unemployed.

Speaking at the presentation of the Careers 
Wales Mark to the school, Miranda Cookson, 

Assistant Head Teacher said:  “We are 
delighted to have been awarded with the 
Careers Mark.  The process has given us 
the opportunity to reflect on the Careers 
Curriculum provided here in Denbigh High 
School and this has enabled us to improve the 
experience and outcomes for our pupils.” 
Speaking of the school’s achievement, Lesley 
Lee, Team Manager for Careers Wales, said:  
“This is an excellent achievement and a clear 
demonstration that young people in Denbigh 
High School are receiving the support they 
need to help them find out about and prepare 
for the world of work as well as helping them 
to make realistic informed decisions about 
their future.”

E-TWINNING
A group of year 7 pupils 
have written letters to 
pupils in College Jacques 
Monod in Paris. DHS pupils 
have written in French 
and the Paris pupils have 
written in English. 
It has been really interesting to hear from 
real French people and to use French to 
communicate with real people! We even 
created a short video of our school and 
they have done the same. Again, seeing the 
similarities and differences between their 
school and Denbigh has been really insightful 
and at times very funny.

 We’re going to keep this link going next year 
sending letters, posters, leaflets etc from here 
and receiving the same in return. Maybe some 
really strong friendships will be forged? Who 
knows? It’ll be exciting to watch it all unfold!

 KS4 will also be taking part in a similar 
project. However, this time the school, Collége 
Roustan, is in Nice in the South of France-
much warmer than Denbigh! We have sent 
introductory letters and in September pupils 
will be partnered up according to age and 
interests. One of the most surprising things 
so far is that the school has its own flight 
simulator!

 There’s no doubt that there was an air of 
excitement as we received letters and heard 
about people the same age in France. It will 
be interesting to see how it all develops next 
year. One thing is for sure, taking part in the 
project will definitely improve the pupils’ level 

of French without them even realising!

SE INDUCTION 
DAY
On the 25th June 20, Year 6 pupils joined 
the SE department for the day to experi-
ence a day at High School.  This day is 
always an enjoyable event on the calendar 
as it gives any pupil who is anxious the 
opportunity to get to know new staff and 
make new friends.  As well as finding 
their way around school using a quiz and 
enjoying splash time in the swimming pool 
the pupils met Jane from the Reptile and 
Raptor Rescue Society who brought along 
some friends for the pupils to meet.  All the 
pupils agreed it was a wonderful day and 
they were looking forward to their main 
Induction Days.
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LAMBING 
A group of pupils from 
Denbigh High School 
were recently given 
the opportunity to offer 
assistance in the lambing 
shed at Llysfasi. 

The year 10 learners, who are following an 
Animal Care course at the Coleg Cambria site, 
were delighted to spend some time at the 
lambing shed.
 It was a brand new experience for the whole 
group which involved providing fresh hay and 
water, moving the ewes and lambs after birth 
to individual pens and monitoring the flock.
Lowri Harris, Lecturer in Animal Care at 
Llysfasi, said: ‘’The pupils from Denbigh High 

really enjoyed their lambing experiences. 
Not only did they get the opportunity to see 
lambs being born and discuss the importance 
of the bond between ewe and lamb but also 
considered the type of care needed for orphan 
lambs. 
“This work will go towards their Animal 
Nursing module which forms part of their two 
year course.’’

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVER
Elizabeth Ward was the 
Army’s Top Recruit for 
2015 beating 2000 other 
applicants to the top 
spot.
 She has also recorded the highest mark 
ever achieved by a 
16 year old at her selection course in 
Glasgow in April.

CATERING AWARD
I am pleased to inform you that 
the Catering team at Denbigh High 
School have achieved the highest 
rating available - on a scale of 1-5 
we were awarded a 5 !.
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DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH’S AWARD
On the days of the 30th of June 
and the 1st of July this year, a 
group of Year 10 students from 
Denbigh High School embarked 
on an expedition from the Brenig 
Reservoir to Saron and back. 
(Some might say we went “there 
and back again”). The main reason we 
embarked on this expedition was to prove we had 
what it takes to acquire the bronze level of the 
Duke of Edinburgh. To prove we could achieve such 

a feat, we had to show our teachers that we were 
competent enough to get from A to B. This meant 
that we had to develop our communication, map 
reading and team skills as well as prove that we 
could pitch a tent, cook up a nutritional and filling 
meal using our stoves and were able to say that we 
would be prepared for an emergency (thankfully this 
was not the case). All in all, I found the experience 
to be very enjoyable. We worked efficiently as a 
team, were democratic with our decisions and helped 
each other out when the need arose. I am very 
much looking forward to my Bronze DofE expedition 
in September and would recommend that you should 
give it a try. You might learn something valuable 
from your experiences.

Ethan Harvey 10B

HOMETOWN
Pupils from year 7 and 8 thoroughly enjoyed watching Louis Walsh’s new Irish band 
perform on Monday 6th July in the school hall.  Cast from ‘The Lion King’ were also invited to watch.  Everyone 
was up on their feet dancing and singing along, even some of the teachers!  A very talented and lovely group of young guys who welcomed 
questions from the audience, were happy to have their photos taken and plenty of autographs.  Another wonderful event enjoyed by all! Thank you 
to Mrs.E.Williams for arranging the ‘Hometown’ visit. 
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PUPIL LANGUAGE 
AMBASSADORS
A group of 12 pupils are 
taking on the task of working 
to promote languages and 
other cultures across Denbigh 
High School and our feeder 
primaries.
The pupils attended a day of training run by 
Routes into Languages at Bangor University. 
After talks by language advisors, language 
students at university and people from 
business the group got together to start 

coming up with a range of ideas as to how 
they can raise awareness of languages.
They have lots of ideas including French cafes, 
celebrating European Day of Languages, going 
to feeder primary schools, running sessions 
on Focus Days and even some challenging 
dramatic performances as the grand finale in 
summer 2016!
The pupils were so keen that they even asked 
to deliver a session on Induction Day with 
very little time to prepare!
So watch out for the events and activities they 
will organise throughout next year!

The pupils involved are:
Zara Briody Hughes, Olivia Clayton 
Hayes, Jessica Briody Hughes, Amy 
Martin, Holly Roberts, Katie Rowlands, 
Katie Rawson, Isobel Lloyd, Hannah 
Ward, Jake Forkings, Theo Halton and 
Isaac Harvey.

Jake Forkings, Theo Halton, Hannah Ward, Holly Roberts, Amy Martin, Isaac Harvey, Zara Briody Hughes, Oivia Clayton Hayes, Jessica Briody 
Hughes, Isobel Lloyd, Katie Rowlands, Katie Rawson and a representative from the British Council

PUPIL REWARDS 
On Friday the 3rd of July and Friday 
the 10th of July Denbigh High students 
with the highest number of achievement 
points received a reward. First was the turn of our 
Year 9 and 10 students where 60 of them took part in Body Zorbing. 
They all thoroughly enjoyed some time outside in the afternoon 
sunshine getting themselves into the inflatable zorbs and running at 
each other, with the intention of knocking one another down. Between 
the shrieks of laughter and squeals of excitement, being stuck on the 
floor (often upside down) and the few who stood undefeated; our 
students were exhausted but with massive smiles on their faces, having 
totally and utterly enjoyed their treat!
Next was the turn of our Year 7 and 8 students where 90 of them went 
to Theatr Twm o’r Nant to watch the blockbuster film Big Hero 6. There 

was much excitement leading up to this and the theatre was filled with 
chatter as everyone settled into their seats. However when the film 
began silence fell, which was soon followed by lots of laughter and a 
few tears too. Who knew it was going to be such an emotional film? As 
the credits came up, so followed a round of applause and the happy 
chatter of how good the film was and how much they enjoyed it!
So it just goes to show that working hard really does have its rewards. 
So what will the rewards be next year I hear you ask? Well, you will 
have to get your heads down and use your manners when you come 
back in September to find out!
Miss C Boczek

See Back Page for latest 
FRENCH CAFE picture
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Following the success of last years 24 hour 
cycle, Denbigh High School’s sports ambassadors 

wanted to take on the challenge again this year. 
On Friday June 24th at 12 noon, 30 students started the challenge of cycling 500 miles in 4 teams. 

Each team were raising money for the charity chosen by the sports ambassadors. The chosen charities 
were Help for Heroes, Hope House Children Hospice, Cancer Research, and Make a Wish. After a tiring, 

emotional and painful attempt each team were successful in completing the 24 hours. Help for Heroes reached a 
monumental 562 miles, Cancer Research and Make a Wish were agonisingly close with 498 and 492 respectively and Hope 

House reached a more than respectable 465. All students worked tirelessly and are to be congratulated on their efforts.
A huge thanks must go to Denbigh Leisure Centre for lending the bikes for the challenge.

On the day of the 24 hour cycle I felt excited but nervous at the same 
time because I didn’t want to set my first distance under the estimated 
distance of 6.9 miles, I was so nervous because I wanted to cycle my 

hardest for the charity I was doing it for which was Help for Heroes. 
It was then my turn and I got a distance of around 8.2 miles. The next 4 cycles I got a better distance with every 

try, but when the time came around 2 or 3 in the morning I started to struggle to reach the estimated 
goal. It came to around 6 and 7 in the morning and I didn’t feel as tired but I felt extremely stiff and 

couldn’t move my legs up and down the steps to the bikes as easily. Eventually it came to the 
last ride and I was disappointed that the cycle was nearly over but I wanted to carry 

on because it was so much fun and entertaining. But I will have to wait till 
next year to do it again.

Ben Williams 10A

24 HOUR CYCLISTS
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RIDING WALES
I recently completed a 
230 mile sponsored 4 day 
ride in aid of ‘The Robert 
Jones and Agnes Hunt 
Orthopaedic Hospital’ in 
Gobowen.

Myself along with 25 other riders rode from 
Llangynhafal to Gobowen, before being 
transferred to Cardiff, then over a further three 
days we rode back to North Wales. I’ve raised 
myself over £350 with the kind support of the 
staff in the school.
We’ve been raising money for the hospital 
since last November, and we’re aiming to 
raise £15000. Currently we’ve raised over 

£10000 towards our target. We all successfully 
completed the ride back home without too 
many major issues or mishaps.
Further details can be found at:
www.facebook.com/goldiebikeride & 
www.justgiving.com/goldiebikeride
Mr Nigel Bosley
School IT Technician

On the 9th of June Denbigh 
High School hosted the Great 
Denbighshire Menu Primary 
and Secondary Schools’ Finals.  
All the contestants, observers 
and everyone else enjoyed the 
day immensely. 
In the morning we had 5 contestants from local 
Primary schools, a range of dishes were prepared and 
the standard of food prepared and the presentation 
was exceptional.  The afternoon was open to the High 
School competition were all pupils had to prepare a 
two course meal for two covers.  We had 5 competi-
tors from Denbigh High School, all of which should 
be extremely proud of their achievements as their 
finished tables were of restaurant standard.  Unfortu-
nately we were pipped at the post for first place but 
Ryan Williams came second.  Well done all 5 who took 
part

Well done to Sophie Horden in the six form for being 
selected as one of the judges on the day, the youngest member of the judging team.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSE
This course is run by staff at Kinmel Camp, 
Bodelwyddan and offers pupils a taste of life in Army 
cadets.  It also helps boost self confidence and a 
way of making new friends from other 
schools in the region.
On this course pupils went orienteering, played ’capture the flag,’ 
team building activities, problem solving, walking in the hills and 
took part in the Poppy Day Parade in Rhyl. Sniffer dogs paid a visit 
and men from the regular army gave talks and ran a competition 
who could strip and put back together a rifle the quickest! Written 
work is also incorporated which gains the pupil the equivalent of 3.5 
GCSE’s for the 1 year course.  
This course is open to both boys and girls!
Miss Montgomery

THE GREAT DENBIGHSHIRE MENU

24 HOUR CYCLISTS
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We are very proud to be working with:

Airbus, Bangor University, Coastline Taxis, 
Crabb Engineering, Denbighshire County Council, 

Denbigh Plastics, Dyson, EESW, Emerson, Engraff Design, 
Greenthumb, GT Roberts, Lock Stock, 

Llanelwy Campers, Patchwork Pate, Qioptic, 
Shiney Memories Photography, SPTS Technologies

The Energy Company, Vodaphone,
The Thomas Howell Trust Fund of the Drapers Company

Ysgol Bryn Clwyd raised 
£180 for team tachyon 
by putting on their own 
race day.

 

Team TACHYON has been working really 
hard over the last couple of months 
in preparation for the World Finals in 
Singapore.  The car design is looking really competitive, their 
marketing and social networking strategy is being implemented with 
great success, they have raised a staggering amount of funds, delivered 
many presentations to business leaders, Denbighshire cabinet, MPs, full 
primary school and secondary school assemblies and all the while they 
have maintained their enthusiasm and dedication to the project.

The team has managed to raise nearly £18 000 to cover the costs of 
the World Finals.  Our sponsors and professional partners will appear on 

the car, uniform and pit display just like in the world of Formula One.                                                                
Airbus has become the main sponsor for Denbigh High School’s TEAM 
TACHYON. In addition to providing significant financial backing Airbus 
have been working closely with the team to provide technical expertise 
and access to resources.
On Wednesday 1st of July the team presented to a panel of top 
designers, engineers, aerodynamicists and managers at the Airbus plant 
in Broughton.  The team then had the opportunity to have a factory 
tour before developing the wings aspects of the World Finals Car.
This was a very informative and exciting experience.  Airbus will be 
working closely with the DT department and the team over the next few 
weeks to develop and test the cars to be taken to Singapore.  

The team has conducted 5 hugely successful primary school assemblies and received very positive feedback. 
The F1 team had a meeting with the new MP last week to promote the project and gain support for the world finals.  

Much work is still to be done over the next few weeks.  They will need 
to produce the prototype cars and test them, finalise the completion 
portfolios, acquire the uniforms, prepare the world finals presentation, 
update sponsors, maintain a high level of input into marketing the 

team, and finalise the arrangements for the trade stand.  The team and 
teachers will be working during the school holidays in the build up to 
representing Wales in Singapore.
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GLAN LLYN
In June, 20 year 7 students visited Glan 
Llyn for a weeks residential visit. 
The students took part in various activities which ranged from sailing, 
rock climbing, bowling, kayaking, gorge walking, raft building, high 
ropes, team building and a visit to the beach! The students were lucky 
to enjoy some brilliant weather and spectacular views.

Some of the students highlights were:
Ella Roberts - " I really enjoyed the gorge walk, it was cold and chal-
lenging but I was really pleased I was the first girl to get to the top of 
the waterfall. The team building and egg challenge was really fun! I was 
so happy not to have an egg cracked on my head!"
Archie Pierce - "I liked the high ropes course and was glad to complete 
it all. The problem solving task was good, especially the parachute fall"
Chloe Anderson - "I enjoyed the sailing the most, especially when Mr 
Skeoch nearly tipped the boat!!"

Pupils standing behind the grave of Lieutenant John Llewelyn Edwards in Canada Farm Cemetary near Ypres in Belgium.  John Edwards was killed in 
action in September 1917 during the Second Battle of Ypres.  He was aged just 23.  He was formerly head boy of Denbigh County Grammar School 
and is pictured in the leading role of a school play in 1911.

BATTLEFIELDS TRIP
The battlefields trip. Education yet fun, but that’s no surprise. The trip entailed us travelling to the 
traffic frenzied streets of Ypres, Belgium to the breathtaking sights of Paris. For the first two days we experienced the First World War, visiting the 
high tech Flanders Field Museum and watching the last post at the Menin gate. The countless grave stones at the memorial sites were emotional, 
the thoughts of all those soldiers dying just to give our generations a better life is eye opening. 
To lift our spirits after the incredibly moving World War I memorials, we travelled to Paris, we saw the lovely after hours view of the Eiffel Tower 
whilst avoiding the numerous people trying to sell us overpriced tat. Following a long awaited sleep we awoke ready for two days at Disneyland, the 
place that can turn a grown man into an excited child. So, Disney hats in tow we took to the thrilling roller coasters and rounded our trip off with 
the nostalgia driven firework show. All together the battlefields trip was amazing, it’s truly an experience all of us will remember with many laughs 
on the way. Stephen Barzier
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Year 7 and 8 pupils were selected to 
represent Denbigh High School at the 
Denbighshire Athletics Competition in 
Deeside on Mon 29th June. 
The following pupils did exceptionally well, Lucy Jones 1st in Shot Putt 
and Discus, Lottie Jones 3rd in 800m and 1,500m, Megan Perry 3rd in 
Long Jump, Daniel Pace 2nd in Triple Jump, Jodie Davies 1st in Shot 
Putt, Owen Roberts 3rd in Long Jump and Garth Owen-Smith 3rd in 
Javelin.

 SPORTS DAY
Sports Day took place on Friday 19th June. In 
the morning pupils took part in the individual events and recorded their 
scores on individual score cards. In the afternoon the pupils took part in 
the House events. Year 7s did the egg and spoon, year 8s did the sack 
race, year 9s did the three legged race and year 10 did the tug of war.
The individual winners were in Year 7 Elliott Chapman and Jodie Davies, 
Year 8 Harri Jones and Lottie Jones and Amy Martin and in Year 10 

Georgia Parry and Ben Williams. 
The house that won the overall prise by gaining the most points 
throughout the day was Aled House. 

DENBIGHSHIRE ATHLETICS 
COMPETITION
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The Lion King
Our pupils did a magnificent job performing 
in ‘The Lion King’ that took place in the 
school hall. Pupils from Ysgol Frongoch, Ysgol Esgob Morgan and 
Ysgol Pendref joined in as members of the chorus and were a true asset to 
the show.  Our talented youngsters were dedicated to creating a superb show 
and their hard work was definitely worth it.  Every individual gave a hundred 
percent and it was evident that everyone involved took so much pleasure 
from being part of such an important event!  Their energy, enthusiasm and 
passion was conveyed every evening and ‘it was so professional, the singing 
brilliant, acting amazing and the whole production so slick.’  After selling out 
every evening, it is easy to recognise that our pupils put on a brilliant show 
which will never be forgotten!!  Congratulations and thank you to everyone 
who was involved!



Dear Parent/Carer,

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of the staff, parents and pupils for 
making this such a fantastic year. I have 
been delighted with the progress we have 
made and the way in which the young people 
have responded to the learning challenges 
they have faced, both academically and in 
extracurricular activities.

Our School vision is:

“Succeeding Together - 
Progressing with Pride”

for
Excellence in Learning

This year has proved to me how important 
this School vision is and I have been delighted 
by the teamwork, effort and diligence of 
every member of the school community 
has displayed in striving to meet this vision. 
Learning is not just about academic subjects, 
though that is obviously very important, but 
also learning about yourself and how you 
relate to others. 

We look forward to our Summer exam results 
and I would just like to take this opportunity 
to wish all the Year 11’s, Year 12’s and Year 
13’s the very best results and I hope all your 
hard work pays off.

There have also been an abundance of 
exciting events throughout the term, many of 
which are in our newsletter but I would really 
like to highlight a few of them, the Year 11 
Prom was a spectacular event, the Tachyon 
F1 team winning through to the World Finals 
in Singapore is just amazing, a fantastic 
production of the Lion King (Beccy Schule as 
Scar will live with me for a long time), the 
incredible 24 Hr cycle ride, I could go on and 
on and on… Well done to everybody involved, 
what a brilliant year.

We are also saying goodbye to several 
members of staff – Paula Box, SENCo and 
a member of Denbigh High School for 33 
years is retiring; James Brown, Assistant 
Headteacher is going to further his studies at 
Masters level; Emma Rogers and Amy Scott 

have secured teaching posts after training with 
us and working here; Lesley Brown (from the 
Learning Resource Centre) is retiring; Giles 
Davies and Sandra Parry are moving onto 
pastures new. On behalf of the School we wish 
them all a fantastic future.

Three members of staff have been with us 
temporarily, covering maternity leave and 
other such absences and they are Ffion Jones, 
Louise Swanton and Sarah Roberts and I 
would like to thank them for their work this 
year and good luck in the coming years. 
Finally may I wish you all a very happy 
Summer break and I look forward to seeing 
you next term on Thursday 3rd  September.

Yours sincerely 

Simeon Molloy
Headteacher

 

YEAR 7 
RECOMMENDS 
YOU READ… 
Miss S Roberts has been asking her year 7 pupils 
to speak about their favourite books. 
 

The Summer holidays are here and there are plenty of 

opportunities to sit back, relax and enjoy a good book. 

So here are the most popular books read by year 7. 

 You can read their reviews on the school website! 

 
 

 

Popular reads. 

 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
series 

 By Jeff Kinney. 

 

Matilda  
By Roald Dahl 

 

Storm breaker  
By Anthony Horowitz 

 

Mr. Stink 
 By David Walliams 

 

MISS S ROBERTS RECOMMENDS 
THE FOLLOWING AUTHORS 

Roald Dahl, 
 Louis Sachar(yr 7,8&8) 

Isabel Allende and  
Mitch Albom(yr 10+) 

 

 

 

THE SUGAR SHACK
RAISING MONEY FOR 
NORTH CLWYD ANIMAL 
RESCUE
Mr Molloy accepting a cheque 
from Morgan Carpenter and Chris 
Harman on behalf of North Clwyd 
Animal Rescue.  The boys were part of a 
successful enterprise group called the ‘Sugar Shack’.  
They sold chocolates and sweet goodies and 
managed to raise £50 for their chosen charity.

FRENCH CAFE
The 11th July saw celebrations for French Bastille Day, organised 

by the Language Ambassadors.


