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Youth Speaks
Scouted from the entirety of North Wales and 
Merseyside, the seven best Youth Speaks 
teams gathered for the District final at 
Glyndwr University, Wrexham. 

Our Denbigh High School Team consisted of 
myself (Chairperson), along with Sumirat Ke-
shwara (Speaker) and Billy Roberts (Proposer 
of the Vote of Thanks). Our task: to work as a 
team and deliver a presentation on our chosen 
topic ‘How good is our NHS?’ We believe it’s an 
interesting subject, considering its prevalence 
in the news lately. One by one, our competi-
tors gave their presentations to a crowd of 
students, teachers and Rotarians: their topics 
ranging from the discussion of the widespread 
availability of technology, to the influence 
of role models for the youths of Britain. The 
quality of the speakers was phenomenal; we 
saw students talk with such ease and comfort 
about issues they cared about. We thought it 
was a brilliant opportunity to speak to distin-
guished Rotarians and other students from our 
district and it was a rewarding experience. In 
conclusion, the judges thought that we had 
delivered the best performance, and selected 
us to represent North Wales and Merseyside 
in the Regional finals, along with an the all-girl 
senior team from Morton Hall. This is the first 
time in Denbigh High School’s history that we 
have reached this far. We face tough competi-
tion in the regionals, but it is one that we very 
much look forward to.

Jacob T Hamblett
- Chairperson of the Denbigh High School 
Rotary Youth Speaks Teams

Café Francais
On Friday 27th February F1 came alive at 
break time as the buzz of the Café Français 
took over! 
The year 10 French group planned it perfectly 
with croissants, pains au chocolat, brioche 

and drinks amongst other French food. They 
created a Pin the Moustache on the French 
man game and a French quiz to add to the 
attraction. With bilingual menus on the tables, 
French café music playing and everyone in 
place there was a wonderful atmosphere as 
pupils arrived. The pains au chocolat proved 
very popular and by the end of break there 
was very little left.
Well done to the year 10 class and merci 
beaucoup to all who came and enjoyed the 
Café. 

Womens’ World Day 
of Prayer 2015

Yet again, we were fortunate to be invited to 
attend the annual interdenominational Wom-
ens’ World Day of Prayer, which this year, was 
held at St. Thomas’s Church in Denbigh on 
Friday 6th March.

Mrs. Pierce, Miss Reece, Miss Jones and Mrs. 
Parry took a group of 24 year 7 and year 9 
girls up to the church and we were invited to 
take part in a service, which was prepared by 
the Christian women of The Bahamas.

Some of our pupils were invited to take part in 
the individual performances during the service. 
Holly Pierce 7E and Freya Baxter-Wynne 7E 
both took part in a re-enactment of the story 
of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet. Then 
Emily Carruthers 9C, Jessica Briody-Hughes 
9B and Georgia Pierce 9C gave us information 
about the different organisations, set up in 
The Bahamas, to support the women there.
Everyone took part enthusiastically and en-
joyed the service, as well as the performances, 
hymns and musical contributions. We espe-
cially enjoyed the very generous refreshments 
after the service and would like to thank the 
ladies of St. Thomas’s church for being so 
welcoming and looking after us all so well.
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The Great 
Denbighshire Menu 
The Catering department were invited to par-
ticipate in a new competition developed by the 
Denbighshire Healthy school coordinator.  

On Friday 13th March 8 pupils were ready to 
prepare their main meal for 3 judges, Sarah 
Dixon from Denbighshire County Council, 
Sophie Horden in year 12 and Mrs Owen the 
catering teacher.  The pupils had been given 
a brief to prepare a main meal that included 
any of the following; Welsh Lamb, Welsh beef, 
Organic chicken, leeks or Welsh cheese and 
could not exceed the cost of £2 per person.
There was a variety of dishes prepared and 
all to an exceptional standard.  Sarah Dixon 
commented;  “Thank you for inviting me to be 
part of the ‘Great Denbighshire Menu’ School 
Round at Denbigh High School on Friday 13 
March 2015; I thoroughly enjoyed the experi-
ence and was very impressed with the high 
standard of cooking and the students’ compe-
tency around the kitchen.”.
The result at the end of the morning was as 
follows:
1st Ryan Williams 9B
2nd Tom Lewis 9E
3rd Leah Carter 10A
 Macy Parry 9A
 Joe Fishwick 9C
4th Phoebe Williams 9C
 Emily Carruthers 9C
 Tara   Young  10C
The next round will take place after the Easter 
break where the 1st and 2nd place competi-
tors will also need to prepare a dessert.  Good 
luck boys.

Please see the link below for more information 
about this competition. This round was based 
on the theme of ‘Patagonia 2015’, each com-
petitor flew the Welsh flag with pride creating 
dishes using traditional Welsh ingredients to 
celebrate 150 years since the Welsh settled in 
Patagonia.   http://www.denbighshireenrich-
ment.com/

More success 
for Adam

Adam Franklin has just completed his first year 
in Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto in Japan 
and returned to school recently to talk to the 
Sixth Form about studying in a foreign univer-
sity.  He completed his A Levels in Denbigh 
High in June 2012.  

Since starting his degree course in Global 
Studies Adam has been successful in being 
awarded two further scholarships to cover the 
cost of his tuition fees and living expenses.  
He is clearly making excellent progress both in 
his academic studies and in learning to speak 
Japanese! Well done Adam!

SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS STEM 

EVENT
30th January 2015

LLANGOLLEN 
INTERNATIONAL 

PAVILION
For the second year running our Year 9 pupils 
were invited to take part in a STEM event 
on the 30th January 2015 in the Pavilion at 
Llangollen.   The aim of the event was to 
develop our pupils’ understanding and experi-
ence of the employment opportunities within 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
and provide an insight into future career op-
portunities.

This year’s event was extended to the whole 
day allowing pupils to take part in up to 4 
different activities.   The sessions ranged 
from creating and recording a short animated 
film to understanding modern construction 
techniques.

Groups of students were put through their 
paces to test their speed, strength and reac-
tions on four pieces of cutting edge sports 
testing equipment.   Whilst another group of 
students considered the world of electricity 
generation to find out the secret behind keep-
ing the lights on, and discover how a career in 
the energy industry can take you all over the 
world.  

Working with experts in other fields our pupils’ 
explored renewable sources of energy; looked 
at the science of forensics; constructed a solar 
powered vehicle and gained an insight into 
the principle behind how electricity leaves 
the power station and arrives at homes and 
factories; designed and constructed a scale 
model of a wind turbine, as well as many 
other activities.

In total there were ten different activities and 
specialists from a wide range of industries.  
Feedback from the providers, school staff and 
most importantly our pupils was extremely 
positive with all enjoying the day. 
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which is only 1 tenth of second off the world 
record time!
In order to complete the challenge the girls 
went out into the world of business and forged 
links with local companies to assist them with 
the project. Qioptiq of St. Asaph provided 
support through the manufacture of essential 
car components like the front and rear wing, 
CRABB engineering of Flint used their expertise 
in CNC lathing to manufacture the teams 
wheels and Shiny Memories provided hours of 
graphic design and photography consultation 
to help the girls pit stand look professional. 
This interaction with industry is exactly the 

kind of work being pushed by the government’s 
initiative to push Science Technology and 
Mathematics.
The following local companies have provided 
financial support to the girls efforts: Coastline 
Taxis, Llanelwy Campers, Kelly and Owen 
Plumbing, Mortimer’s Tools, Birch Van and 
Minibus Hire and Clwydian Cars. Without the 
kind support of local business the team would 
simply not be able to compete as there is no
funding provision for this competition from 
the school. The teams are marked on how 
successful their marketing activities are as part 
of the success criteria.
The girls are now pushing their efforts towards 
the world finals in Singapore and have a 
funding target of £20,000 to meet. Team 
Tachyon are actively seeking more sponsors 
to get on board and would invite anyone 
interested to contact them at tachyonf1.
denbigh@gmail.com so that discussions 
around sponsor return on investment can be 
discussed.

A massive congratulations 
go out to Team Tachyon who 
have been crowned as the 
welsh champions of the “F1 
in Schools Challenge. The all 
girl team from Denbigh High 
School also picked up the FIA 
Women in Motorsports award 
officially making them the UK’s 
strongest female team. Their 
success in the event
has led to them being invited 
to represent Wales at the 
world finals of the event due to 
be held in Singapore in September coincid-
ing with the Singapore Grand Prix. Successful 
teams will have guided tours of the Pits at the 
Grand Prix and front row seat tickets like this 
usually cost upwards of £20,000. Visitors to
the event included have David Cameron and 
Prince Andrew the Duke of York.
During the world finals event the Williams 
F1 team are actively recruiting ten students 
from all over the globe to participate in 
an exclusive graduate program which will 
culminate in a job working for Williams design 
studios in the worlds richest sport, this kind 
of opportunity is a once in a lifetime event. 
With around 120 competitors this means the 
team have a 1 in 12 chance of being chosen 
The challenge involves designing making and 
testing a miniature F1 Car which is then raced 
over 20mts propelled by carbon dioxide gas. 
The team not only have to design and make 
the car but create a whole branding and mar-
keting strategy, give a 10 minute presentation 
to industry experts and and create a full pit 
display, all of which is judged by the F1 in 
Schools team of experts.
The competition is fierce and is open to 
students all over the UK and up to age 19. 
The girls from Denbigh High who are all year 
9, on average 5 years younger than many 
of the competition have done exceptionally 
well to progress to the final stages against 
in many cases schools which are privately 
funded. The final time of the Welsh car, which 
led the field for most of the day was 1.107 

Chris Rhuane MP, meets and congratulates the 
Welsh National Winners

THE TEAM 
Amy Martin - Manager
Holly Roberts - Design Engineer
Jessica Briody-Hughes - Manufacturing Engineer
Katie Rowlands - Resources Manager
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DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS THE  2015 
SUMMER PRODUCTION  

Auditions have been fantastic and we are so proud of all the pupils that 
took part.   The standard of the auditions was extremely high, making 
it a little challenging at times to decide who would be right for what 
part! We look forward to announcing the cast to the pupils before the 
end of term.  So we would like to give a Big Congratulations to all that 
took part in the audition process! 

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT DENBIGH HIGH 
SCHOOL IN OUR 2015 SUMMER PRODUCTION 
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Several local primary schools took part in the day 

Ysgol Bodfari 

Ysgol Bryn Clwyd 

Ysgol Frongoch 

Ysgol Pendref 

Ysgol Trefnant 

Pupils had a day experiencing the Arts we have available at Denbigh High 
School.  The day was based around ‘The Lion King’ which is our 2015 Sum-
mer Production.  Pupils learnt to sing the song ‘I just can’t wait to be king’, 
they acted out  scenes from the show and learnt to play the African Djembe 
Drums. 

 

We would like to thank all the pupils that took part in the day, and we hope 
that they would like to be a part of our production. 

 

 



 A LIDL bit 
with
Denbigh High School
On Friday 12th March 4 of our pupils ac-
companied children from Ysgol Frongoch in 
performing at the store as part of the opening 
day celebrations - Sumirat Keshwara, Saffron 
McI-ntyre, Zara Briody-Hughes and Bethan 
Davies were a real credit to the School. The 
vocal performances were excellent.

Pyramid Club
Every Thursday, for the past ten weeks, Miss 
Montgomery, along with the excellent help of 
Bethan Roberts and Rachel MacDonald, has 
been running a Pyramid Club after school for a 

group of Year 7 pupils. 
The aim of the club is to encourage the pupils 
who find it difficult to mix with their peers, to 
interact with each other. The emphasis of the 
club was to have FUN which was guaranteed 
every week with different activities, and 

included decorating T-shirts, making fruit 
salads, even making clocks!
 “Monty’s Monsters”, as they called 
themselves, are very sad that the club is 
coming to an end.

Dear Parent/Carer,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff, parents and pupils for making this such a fantas-
tic term. I have been delighted with the progress we have made and the way in which the young people have 
responded to the learning challenges they have faced, both academically and in extracurricular activities.

A special note must go to Year 11 who have stepped up to the plate in terms of determination to do their best 
in their GCSE’s. They have attended after school revision sessions, lunch time revision sessions and sessions 
during holidays. However we need to keep up our efforts. Now is a very important time in your lives as we build 
up to the exam season. Please can you ensure that you organise a revision timetable, share it and then support 
your child to complete the sessions. These exams and their results are a springboard to your future and to that 
end I urge you to attend the necessary revision sessions put on by the School in the second week of the Easter 
holidays.

There have been a plethora of exciting events throughout the term, many of which are in our newsletter but I 
would really like to highlight a couple of events. Firstly the fact that the F1 team have made it through to the 
international finals is just fantastic and secondly the Denbigh High debating team have won the prestigious 
North Wales and Merseyside ‘Youth Speaks’ competition and now progress through to the regionals. These are 
real examples of our School motto “Succeeding Together - Progressing with Pride”.

May I wish you all a very happy Easter break (Year 11s keep your heads in your books!) and I look forward to 
seeing you next term on Tuesday 14th April.

Yours sincerely 

Simeon Molloy


