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I challenged my form to be the biggest 
fund raisers again as part of the self 
help day and one bright spark asked 
that if they did manage to achieve this 
goal would I be willing to have an ice 
cold bucket of water thrown over my 
head? I foolishly agreed and well, the 
photos tell their own story. Well done 9 
Elwy! Mr Sherrington
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SCARY STUDIES !
Year 8 were studying 
‘Frankenstein’ and were very 
lucky to benefit from two 
drama workshops run by the 
6th formers; they learnt about 
different acting techniques, 
such as improvisation, body 
language and varying their 
tone and expression.   
 After these sessions, Year 
8 worked collaboratively in 
groups to create their own 
script, based around the story.  
After some practice, they 
performed their parts in the 
Drama Studio, using props, 
costume and appropriate 
body language to convey their 
character’s personality and 
mood.  Well done, 8A!  There 
are definitely some budding 
thespians amongst you!

OPEN EVENING
Please convey the thanks of 
the Governing Body to the staff 
and pupils of Denbigh High 
School for the preparatory 
effort that went into producing 
such an interesting and varied 
picture of activities which are 
undertaken on a daily basis 
at the school. The parents 
to whom I spoke during 
the evening were appreciative 
and the potential pupils 
impressed.
Glenda M Jones (Chair of 
Governors)

“Congratulations to Zara Briody-
Hughes for winning the rotary young 
musician competition back in Novem-
ber! All three girls performed very 
well and received fantastic comments 
from the judges...Mrs Williams was 
very proud.”

Winning 
Musicians !

CAT 
ON 
A 
HOT 
TIN 
ROOF
Performing Arts 
students from 
Years 10-13 went 
to Manchester in 
November to see 
the play Cat on 
a Hot Tin Roof, 
by Tennessee 
Williams. It was 
a professional 
production at the 
Royal Exchange 
Theatre. The 
theatre was 
amazing because 
the audience is 
seated all around 
the action. There 
were no scene 
changes, just one 
set for the whole 
performance, so 
you went straight 
into the action 
without any delays. 
The story 
was about a 
dysfunctional 
family waiting for Big Daddy, the 
head of the family, to die and arguing 
about the inheritance. The acting 
was brilliant. All the actors had to do 
southern American accents, which 
is difficult to do. Thanks to Mrs L 
Williams for arranging it and Mr 
Sherrington and Mr Ellis-Williams for 
taking us. 
Olivia Richards 12B
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Five of our Year 8 and 9 pupils 
were invited to take part in this 
year’s Phoenix Project at Den-
bigh Fire Station.  The project is a 
five day course designed to challenge, engage 
and direct the energy of young people towards 
productive and worthwhile activities.
All the participants were issued with full kit 
and taught a number of fire service activities 
such as hose running drills, fighting fires and 
search and rescue.   The teams worked so well 
together that by the end of the week they had 
beaten Colwyn Bay’s drill time record (1.14.7) 
by 5 tenths of a second.
On Thursday they went to Mold Fire Station to 
take part in the search and rescue drill.  They 
were sent in teams down into the bunker 
wearing full kit and a blindfold, ‘we couldn’t 
see where we were and had to go through a 
rat run using ropes and help your team even 
though we couldn’t see each other’ said Lucy.   
Taking part in the search and rescue activ-
ity was the most challenging part due to the 
weight of the kit, heat, confined space and 
lack of vision.

On the final day representatives from Denbigh-
shire County Council, the Fire Service and 
Schools all attended the passing out parade.  
‘It was a huge honour to see our pupils work-
ing together to complete a range of drills at 
the end of the week.   It was clearly very 
difficult to move around in the kit, they all 
worked together as a well-run team’, said Mrs 
Cookson.  

North Wales Fire & Rescue Service
Phoenix Project 3rd-7th November 2014

On Sept 26th, a group of Y12 
students organised a coffee 
morning to raise funds for 
MacMillan. 

Donations of cakes and refreshments were 
gratefully received and the event, which was 
attended by some members of the community, 
raised £215.

On October 24th, another group of Y12 
students raised funds for Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer by holding a bake off event. Again, 
donations of baked goods were sold to the 
school community and a decorated cake 
competition was held. 

Support in making/buying cakes, making 
donations and buying squares on the treasure 
hunt, raised £130 for Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer! Special thanks to Mr Price for making 
a fantastic selling stall. 

Welsh Baccalaureate Cakes for Cash
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 TEAM DHS

We were delighted that the entry from Philip 
Cookson-Williams and Ross Slater was selected 
by the judges as a finalist in this year’s Wales 
Rally GB Graphic Competition for Schools and 
Colleges.
They were invited, on behalf of the organisers 
(along with two parents/guardians each and a 
teacher) to attend the Wales Rally GB Industry 
Awareness Day on Thursday 13th November.
 As competition finalists, Philip, Ross and 
their guests werre treated as VIPs and were 
provided with lunch and a tour of the Rally 
Service Park.

For the second year running EESW has 
organised the Wales Rally GB Competition for 
Schools on behalf of the Welsh Government.  
Over 160 entries were received from schools 
throughout Wales.  Entrants were able to 
choose from two design briefs – Brief A was to 
design images for printing onto Rally merchan-
dise by Performance Clothing, Brief B was to 
design the livery for a Welsh rally car entering 
the Wales Rally GB.  Eleven finalists were 
invited to attend the Wales Rally GB Industry 
Awareness Event for Schools, organised to 

coincide with the UK’s season-ending round 
of the FIA World Rally Championship in North 
Wales 13-16 November.

The finalists had an enjoyable day at the event 
and the overall winners were announced, 

with prizes awarded by Edwina Hart AM (The 
Minister for Economy, Science and Transport), 
Bob Cater (CEO of EESW) and Julie Jones 
(Performance Clothing).  Elvyn Evans also 
kindly presented the winners of Brief B with a 
signed photograph of their winning roof vent 
design on his M-Sport World Rally Team Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC.
Congratulations to the Brief B winners:
Philip Cuckson-Williams and Ross Slater                 
Denbigh High School
See the DHS website for the full gallery of 
pictures and link to the Rally GB competition 
Webpage

Modern Apprentice IT Technician at Denbigh High School, Heather Merrison, competed in the 
Solway Historic Rally Competition. Returning Victorious she said“So happy, so tired at the same 
time, but cant stop smiling! The car is outside still muddy and stickered up, poor little thing! I 
came 2nd in class and 5th overall on the whole event! The rally car wasn’t even ready so had to 
do it in the road car and still beat them.”

MOVEMBER
G’day mate! It had it’s origins in Adelaide, Australia; but now it is a worldwide 
phenomena. A magnitude of moustaches appear around the globe every ‘Mo-
vember’ to raise awareness for men’s health. Movember aims to ‘change 
the face of men’s health’, funding for research in tackling diseases such as 
prostate and testicular cancer. This year, Denbigh High School has had it’s very 
own teachers in Mr Fenlon, Mr Ryan, Mr Baxter and Mr Owen join in with the 
fun and grow some fantastic ‘Mos’ for the charity. Alongside these Mo-Bros, 
many students across the school have designed and created their own 
moustaches and competed for the prize for the best ‘Mo’. The winners, 
Harry Coldecott (Best Mo-Bro) and Danielle Whalley-McCoy (Best  Mo-
Sista),  have now received passes to skip the dinner 
queue until the end of the term! I would like 
to thank all of the teachers and students that 
contributed to the event, and I hope it gets even 
better next year!
Sumirat Keshwara

VICTORY FOR RALLY GIRL  

Geography/History Foreign Visits
Last Easter, a group of students from Years 8-13 embarked on a 5 day visit to New York City. 
We visited all the main sites – Empire State Building, Statue of Liberty, Brooklyn Bridge, 9-11 
Tribute Museum, Central Park, Top of the Rock, Times Square – and got to grips with the Metro. 
We had a fantastic visit, aided by amazing weather, with temperatures over 20!   
Next Easter, a party from Years 10-13 will be visiting the World War 1 battlefields and 
Disneyland Paris.
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As part of our continuing efforts to support 
and extend Denbigh 
High School science 
students’ learning 
experiences, we now 
have a new club- 
SCIENCE ELITE!
The purpose of the 
SCIENCE ELITE 
club is to allow any 
students with a 
genuine interest in 
science to research, 
design, run and 
modify their own 
experiments. 

They are the scientists in charge of their own 
experiments and outcomes (with support, if 
needed, from the teachers).
So far our ‘Elite Members’ have conducted 
various microbiological techniques and 
experiments using equipment and skills 
usually reserved for the A level students. 
Their most recent investigation has been 
based around comparing the effectiveness 
of anti-bacterial. By using E.coli agar plates 
and assay technique they have compared the 
efficacy of several chemicals of their choice.
To make the results even more interesting, 
lesser-known (cheaper) and well-known 

(expensive) cleaning brands have been 
pitched against each other as well as random 
solutions such as lemon juice and cold coffee. 
Fantastically, the group also chose to use 
water as a control to compare their results to- 
this is very much high level thinking!
I am hopeful that the ‘Elite Members’ are now 
going to analyse their results, evaluate their 
experiment and even, hopefully, make contact 
with several of the manufacturers of the 
products to discuss their findings.
We in Faculty hope that the experiences 
SCIENCE ELITE provides will help the students 
grow in their skill base and enjoyment of 

science.
So, in a nutshell, 
SCIENCE ELITE is 
interesting, intelligent, 
exploratory, skill 
enhancing and 
empowering- what 
more does a future 
Charles Darwin or 
Ernest Rutherford need? 
SCIENCE ELITE runs 
on a Thursday after 
school and anyone else 
interested should speak 
to Mr Baxter, Head of 
Science Faculty.

Year 9 have been excelling themselves with 
home learning making models of volcanoes. 
Holly Roberts created our first edible home 
learning! Not only was her volcano cake deli-
cious but she even managed to bake in/deco-
rate it to show the magma, lava and volcano 
bombs.

Geography Fieldwork
Year 10 have conducted fieldwork along the 
River Elwy. They measured aspects such as 
velocity, bedload shape and depth to investi-
gate if the River Elwy shows the features of a 
typical river.

Year 11 visited Snowdonia as part of their 
study of sustainable tourism. They conducted 
research in Betws Y Coed and Cwm Idwal.

Geography Trips and Volcanoes

New 
Year, 
New 

Science 
Club!
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A Severely disabled teenager has completed 
his first term at university. Sam Povah, 19, 
who has muscular dystrophy, 
held a reception at his specially 
adapted halls of residence to thank 
all who helped him move into the 
University of Chester.
Sam, a first year Politics and 
International Relations student, is 
confined to a wheelchair due to 
his condition and cannot physically 
write meaning he needs help with 
day-to-day living and taking notes 
in lectures.
But despite these challenges Sam says he has 
settled in at the university since moving into 

his accommodation on Hough Green.
He said: “It has been very good. The work has 

been a little harder than I expected 
but it is very interesting and it has 
made me think about things in 
another way.
‘’All the students have been very 
accepting and they have been 
encouraging me to join in their 
groups, especially in halls they 
have been really friendly and kind.
“The uni have been amazing. 
Everything that has been requested 

has been done.They adapted the room to suit 
my needs and have done everything.”

Congratulations to Mr Fenlon and his Youth 
Speaks team.
Last night Sumirat Keshwara led the DHS 
debating team to victory in the Rotary Club 
competition held at Ysgol Glan Clwyd.
Yet again our pupils with their mentor, this 
time Mr Fenlon, have Succeeded Together 
and Progressed with Pride through to the next 
round of this national competition.
Denbigh High School have again proved to 
have the best competitive teams in all areas 
of the Rotary Club of Great Britain district 
rounds!!!

Since May 2014, the 
Learning Resource Centre 
has had an overhaul. Old 
and past-their-best books 
have been removed and 
fiction sorted into genres 
to make it easier to find 
the right type of book. 
Although the book-
cases and tables have 
remained, the LRC has 
had a change around 
to create a more open 
aspect more conducive 

to study. We have also 
had new chairs, as much 
of the older seating was 
worn and prone to break-
ing and certainly needed 
replacing.
New board games, 
including Chess and 
Scrabble were purchased 
with money donated from 
the School Council, as 
well as ‘Booked’ magazine 
– a glossy, interesting 
publication designed to 

encourage reluctant read-
ers. We also purchase ‘i’ 
– a newspaper aimed at 
the older students.
The LRC is now so busy 
at lunchtimes that a team 
of Learning Resource As-
sistants helps to tidy and 
maintain the bookshelves 
and display areas, leaving 
staff free to deal with 
enquiries and book loans.

THE LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

positive attitude and willingness to speak Welsh during the 
two days. The group comprised of Sam Roberts (Aled), 
Sam Roberts (Brenig), Alyn Addis, Steffan Jones, Cerys 
McDonough, Isabella Harvey, Mathew Evans, Ethan Harvey, 
David Lawson-Cooke, Joseph Murray, Conor Allington, Sam 
Blythin and Ryan Waterson  and Ben Williams.

Glan Llyn Activity Overnighter

Sam progresses at the University of Chester YOUTH SPEAKS

As part of our Cymraeg Bob Dydd initiative, a group of 14 
Year 10 pupils attended a two  day outdoor activity break at 
Glan-llyn. Accompanied by Mrs S.O. Jones and Mr G. Ryan, 
the pupils enthusiastically took part in activities ranging 
from canoeing to rock climbing. The were praised for their 
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On Friday the 19th September the whole 

school took part in its annual self-help day.  

This involved a 12km walk up to and around 

the Penycloddiau hillfort on the Clwydian 

range.  Years 7 to 11 together with their form 

tutors walked the route, while the Sixth Form 

staffed marshall points.  The good weather 

helped to make this a very successful and 

rewarding day.

Yet again, the pupils of DHS raised a large 

sum of money from sponsors.  The School 

Council decided that each House would select 

a charity to which they would denote the 

money they raised and recently representa-

tives from these charities attended morning 

assemblies to explain what the donation would 

be used for.  The chosen charities were:

Aled House: Alder Hey Children’s Hospital

Brenig House: Help for Heroes

Clwyd House: St. Kentigerns Hospice

Elwy House: Make a Wish

WALKING FOR CHARITY
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On the 1st October 2011 a 5p levy was introduced 
on shopping bags across Wales. The initiative 
aimed to reduce the number of carrier bags being 
under used throughout the country. The policy 
challenged people to think more about their own 
individual impact on the landscape of Wales and 
the wider environmental factors concerned.
This week the New Directions Education team 
in Wrexham supplied Denbigh High School with 
promotional merchandise in the form of material 
bags for their up and coming events. The bags 
were designed to include both Denbigh High 
School’s logo and and New Directions Education 
company logo. This joint statement of intent about 
sustaining a more ‘green’ approach to school 
life was designed by Mr Molloy, Headteacher of 
Denbigh High.

The young chef competition was held on 
October 22 at Denbigh High School. There 
were six young chefs competing from Denbigh 
High School, Ysgol Glan Clwyd and St Brigid’s 
School. This is part of the Rotary International 
in Great Britain and Ireland commitment to 
young people and clubs throughout these
islands will be organising a similar competition. 
Eventually eight young people will take part in 
the British and Irish final, which will be held in 
2015 in Coleg Cambria in Wrexham.

The task was to cook a two course healthy 
meal for two in about an hour-and-a-half. The 
judges, renowned chef Joe Lynche of Con 
Amici, Denbigh  and Rotarian Master Baker 

Alwyn Thomas, were full of praise for all the 
competitors and gave each one advice on how 
to improve an aspect of their cooking. The 
winner was Daniel Dalollio and the runner-up 
was Sophie Horden, both of Denbigh High 
School.
 
Daniel will now go on to the next stage, the 
district finals in Deeside College on February
20. In the meantime, he will have the opportu-
nity to learn new skills at Con Amici.
Daniel cooked a chicken, leek and mushroom 
pie with broccoli, carrots and cauliflower and 
for dessert he prepared a chocolate roulade 
with a vanilla cream.

The members of the Rotary Club of Denbigh 
are grateful to Denbigh High School for host-
ing the competition and to Joe Lynche for 
judging.

In the photograph above president Brian 
Thomas (left) and judges Alwyn Thomas and
Joe Lynche congratulate Daniel and Sophie.

SCHOOL BAGS

Samantha Pilling, Senior Account Manager presented the bags to Mr 
Molloy at the school earlier this week, pictured. She said of the project 
‘New Directions Education aim to be knitted in to the very seams of 
school life. Whether that’s supplying cover for staff in the classroom, 
supporting charitable events or helping to sustain the Wales of tomor-
row in this instance, we want to be a part of it’.
New Directions is committed to creating a greener culture within the 

workplace. New Directions take full responsibility for the research 
and control of the effects our business has on the environment. By 
improving our efficiency and productivity, we aim to minimise waste 
and understand how to utilise and harness energy more efficiently. Our 
business has created an environmental management system to help 
drive continuous improvement. We recognise the benefits to both our 
business and the wider environment of implementing ISO14001.

ROTARY CLUB
 OF DENBIGH 
YOUNG CHEF 
COMPETITION

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all of the staff, parents and pupils for 
making this such a fantastic term. I have 
been delighted with the progress we have 
made and the way in which the young people 
have responded to the learning challenges 
they have faced, both academically and in 
extracurricular activities.
There have also been a myriad of exciting 

events throughout the term, many of which 
are in this newsletter already. They range 
from our huge sponsored walk, winning a 
nationwide Rally Logo Competition, a fabulous 
open evening, Rotary events such as Young 
Chef, Youth Speaks and Young Musician to 
pupils from primary schools visiting various 
departments.
I truly appreciate the effort, commitment and 
support that you have shown to our School. 

Thank you.
Have a fantastic Christmas break and I look 
forward to seeing you all refreshed and ready 
for another exciting term at our School. 
Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda!

Simeon Molloy
Headteacher


