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 They had learnt a challenging poem called “Cym on Reff!” 
which is all about the joys and worries of being a football sup-
porter when you believe that the referee is playing for the other 
side. The moment of joy occurs when you realise that you were 
mistaken and the referee awards your side a penalty.
The adjudication praised the girls’ accomplishment and wished 
them every success as they represent Denbighshire  at the Na-
tional Eisteddfod which will be held in Bala during the Whit half 
term.

The girls who took part in the group were: - Joanna Hughes 8B, Bethan Dymock 8B, Jessica 
Briody-Hughes 8B, Zara Briody-Hughes 7E, Isabella Salisbury 7A, Olivia Clayton-Evans 8A, Katie 
Rowlands 8B, and Lauren Snaith 7E. 
Bethan Dymock, from Year 8, was also highly praised in the individual recitation as she came 
second in the county Eisteddfod.She mastered a very difficult poem and gave an excellent per-
formance on stage.

Girls from Years 7 
and 8 came together 
to form a recitation 
group so that they 
could compete in the 
Urdd Eisteddfod.

DENBIGHSKI
aLPENDORF 2014

See the School Website and it’s galleries for a High Qualty PDF 
version of this newsletter and the pictures.

32 pupils took part in the Den-
bigh High School Ski Trip to 
Austria during Feb half term. 

The pupils were split into 3 groups of dif-
ferent abilities and all pupils where were 
given the opportunity to ski on lots of dif-
ferent slopes in the Alpendorf Resort. 

The evenings’ activities included 
bowling, shopping, a quiz and a 
disco. 

A clip of the highlights from the ski 
trip can be found at 
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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Macbeth
26th 27th 28th March 2014

at Denbigh High School

Please convey the appreciation of the Governing Body to all staff and pupils who contributed 
to the production and performance of Macbeth at Denbigh High School. This was a challenge 
which was met with courage, skill and imagination on all sides. The actors had a great deal to 
memorise and very famous shoes to walk in. Congratulations on the standard of the finished 
article, the words of which will remain with you always and will be an integral part of your 
education.
Glenda M. Jones (Chair of Governors)
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Rachel Roberts and Grace Jones

Phoebe Williams and Joanna Hughes

All Year 8 students took part in the 

Town Leaflet Competition. This term, 

Year 8 have been studying places 

in town and for their assessment 

produced a tourist brochure. The 

students chose a town or city 
in France, researched the local 
attractions and then deisgned 

and wrote the tourist brochure 

themselves all in French. The French 

department were very impressed with the 

standard of French the students achieved. 

Working in collaboration with the Geogra-

phy department, Mrs. Howlett chose 

two winners from each class. The 

winners were8D Phoebe Williams and 
Joanna Hughes8A Rachel Roberts and Grace 

Jones
8W Kyle Butler and Abi Wood

8N April Thomas and 
Ellie Bradshaw. 

Congratulations to everyone 
who took part and to Mrs. 
Howlett for taking the time to judge 

so many entries.  

FRENCH TOWNS 
TOURIST BROCHURES

See the School Website and it’s galleries for a High Qualty PDF 
version of this newsletter and the pictures.

The School’s Examinations Officer, Carol Fielden, had her dream to dance come 
true for Mother’s Day with an appearance in a West End musical! Carol’s daughter 
Emily, aged 21, entered her mum into a Daybreak competition called ‘Mum’s Wildest Dreams’, 
asking people to nominate their mums to live out their life long dreams for Mother’s Day. Emily, 
who is a primary school teacher, said: “My mum used to be a dancer when she was younger. 
She used to dance with my grandad, but stopped when he died 30 years ago. They were very 
good, and won lots of competitions all over the country. “She hasn’t danced since, so I applied 
for her to dance again and they organised for her to dance on the West End in Dreamboats and 
Petticoats”
Carol was surprised live on air at work in Denbigh High School 
last Thursday by Emily and Westlife star, Kian Egan. She was then 
whisked away to rehearse with Strictly Come Dancing professionals 
Kevin Clifton and Karen Hauer in Birmingham, making her big ap-
pearance later that night. Carol said: “It was a massive surprise. All 
my colleagues and friends knew about it but I had no idea. It was 
brilliant, I still can’t believe it really, it feels a bit like a dream. “I had 
a fantastic time and dancing with Kevin from Strictly was amazing.” 
Carol then appeared on the sofa of Daybreak live on Friday morning 
to talk about what she’d done.
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The Rotary Club in Denbigh made a very 
generous donation to the food department; 
they provided the pupils with new aprons 
to wear during their food practical lessons.  
This was as recognition for our good working 
relation as Denbigh High School hosts the 
Rotary young chef competition every year.  
The aprons have been  a colourful addition to 
the food room, with pink being the first aprons 
off the shelf! Special thanks to Fiona Todd for 
her hard work in securing this donation.

NEW APRONS IN STUDIO 8

Above we see Georgia Williams, Emma Roberts, Sophie Horden, Dylan Waterson, 
Kieran Davies and Lowri Mathews, some with proud parents

GCSE Catering

All pupils in Year 11 studying catering 
GCSE were involved in their practical 
examination on the last 2 days of 
January.  It was a busy day for all and involved a 
three hour practical followed by a 2 hour evaluation.  
The pupils were all focused and the standard of work 
produced was exceptional.  We gave the opportunity for 
parents to visit at lunchtime in order for them to see the 
standard of work produced by all pupils and to provide 
feedback in preparation for the evaluation session.  
Every pupil worked hard and as their teacher I was 
extremely proud of every single one in the group.  
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On Friday the 14th 
of February at 
6:00pm, 32 year 
10 and 11 pupils 
started pedalling 
continuously over a 
24 hour period for 
charity. 

Eight pupils from each house 
took it in turns to cycle for 
20 minutes on spin bikes 
for Help For Heroes (Aled) 
£1040.74, Cancer Research 
UK (Brenig) £1049.44, Make 
a Wish UK (Clwyd) £1106.98 

and Sports Relief (Elwy) 
£637.98 raising an astonishing 
£3835.14. 

By 5am Denbigh High School 
pupils had smashed the 
original goal of cycling 874 
miles from Lands End to John 
O’Groats by over double, 
achieving a staggering 1953.2 
miles by the end of the 24 
hours. The eight pupils from 
Team Clwyd contributed the 
largest proportion of mileage 
by covering 522.9 miles in 24 
hours. 

Teachers and supporters were 
amazed by one pupil’s efforts; 
Elizabeth Ward from Team 

Aled achieved a staggering 
75.8miles in her allocated 3 
hours. ‘I wanted to do it for 
Help for Heroes as my Dad 
and Brother are in the Army. 
My 4am cycle was definitely 
the worst 20 minutes; I just 
had to keep my head down 
and pedal as fast as I could.’

Denbigh High School would 
like to thank Royden Healey 
from Ruthin Tristars for train-
ing the pupils, The Brook-
house Mill, Denbigh for kindly 
donating supper and lunch 
for the cyclists and Denbigh 
Leisure Centre for the use of 
the spin bikes. 

Thanks to some last minute donations the 24 hour cycle total has in-
creased to £3913.56!!!!!! That’s an average of £122.29 per pupil.

A BIG THANK YOU to all who took part and helped during the event.

pupils cycle 
24 hours for charity

 TOP TOTALALED £1067.74
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pupils cycle 
24 hours for charity

Link to the video -> http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLrexhhSIlE

 TOP TOTALALED £1067.74

BRENIG 

£1048.94

CLWYD £1107.98

ELWY 
£688.90

sEE IT ONLINE ON
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Four young ladies in Year 11 are following an additional food course in their own time, working on a HOSPITALITY GCSE.  This course involves holding an event were they must serve at least 
10 guests.  On the 5th of March the four girls worked 

exceptionally hard to produce 
a three course meal that was to be served later that 

evening to invited guests.  
Sophie Horden, Lydia Jones, Emma Roberts and Georgia Williams decided to hold an event that would raise money to 

Cancer Research and have 
succeeded in collecting a total 
of £115.31 for the charity.

Hospitality for Charity
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TRANSITION 
Archeology

Eight Year 8 students 
have begun an Alternative 
Curriculum Project which 
takes place on one afternoon 
a week. The aim of the 
project is for the students 
to re-engage in learning, 
raise their self esteem and 
help them to realise their 
potential. The activities 
take place in an Outdoor 
Education environment.

Snowdon Conquerers

An example of the activities on offer 
are mountain biking, rock climbing and 
navigation skills. The students are working 
towards a number of different qualifications/
awards. The students have made an 
excellent start to the project and last week 
they conquered Snowdon, the highest peak 
in Wales. An amazing achievement boys, 
keep up the great work! Mr Fenlon

‘ARCHAEOLOGY DAY’ for our More 
Able and Talented pupils in Years 4, 
5, 6 and 7
On March 17th over 70 pupils from 
our feeder primaries attended Den-
bigh High to join with our Year 7 
MAT pupils in themed day exploring 
the rich archaeology of the Vale of 
Clwyd.  Workshops were run by Mrs 
Fiona Gale, County Archaeologist for 
Denbighshire, Mr Ken Brassil and Dr 
Alice Forward of the National Museum 
of Wales, Cardiff.   Each workshop 
focused on a key theme:
• Who were are earliest ances-
tors? (The Neanderthals of Cefn 
Cave, St. Asaph)
• Discovering the Iron Age 
(What were the hillforts of the 
Clwydian range used for?)
• The mystery of the Mold Gold 
Cape (Who was the cape made for 
and why was it made?)
During the workshops pupils handled 
original objects and worked in teams 
to investigate their meaning and 
purpose.  A great day was had by all 
involved!
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Forty Denbigh 
High School pupils 
and 7 members of 
staff set off for a 
memorable trip to 
celebrate the St. 
David’s Day Festival 
at Paris once again 
this year.
The forecast was set fair for 
France and we set off safe in 
the knowledge that we would 
be seeing Paris in Springtime 
at its very best. For North 
Walians who had just been 
through a wet and 
miserable 

winter, 
the thought of 21 

degree temperatures, with 
the prospect of blue skies and 
golden sunshine, was almost 
more of a treat than the 
thought of meeting 
Mickey himself!
Uphill and down 
dale, we traversed 
across Wales and 
then England. 
Heavy traffic had 
us trapped for 
what seemed like 
an eternity and it 
was with a sigh 
of relief that we 
got to the M6 toll 
road where we 

were once more able to speed 
towards our destination. We 
were lucky to catch 
our ferry 

– we 
had only twenty 

minutes to spare! At 2.40 AM, 
tired Denbigh High School 
pupils and staff had a calm, 
tranquil crossing on the Pride 
of Kent ferry. There were 
many other Welsh schools 

making the same crossing for 
the same reason. It was a 
pleasant surprise to bump into 
Prestatyn High School staff 
and pupils who were also on 
their way to the celebrations.
Once in France, we watched 
the sun rise as we drove along 
quiet roads. The only eventful 
part of the journey was the 
thud of a bird as it made 
contact with our windscreen. 
Fortunately, both the bus’ 
windscreen and the driver’s 
nerve withstood the 
shock. 

We 
stopped for breakfast 

and it was lovely to hear 
pupils using their best French 
as they made their purchases. 
By the time we got to Paris 
itself – at about 10.30AM 
– the temperature on the 
bus showed 21 degrees! 
It had climbed up steadily, 
one degree at a time, from 

9 degrees as we 
arrived at Calais. It 
was with a sense of 
wonder and relief 
that we stepped off 
the bus at the Eiffel 
Tower. Some of us 
chose to bask in the 
lovely sunlight and 
watch the world 
go by as the more 
adventurous made 
their way by foot 
up to the top of the 

PARIS 2014
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iconic tower.
The afternoon was spent 
in a lovely little shopping 
centre. Staff lunched at a chic 
Parisienne café whilst pupils 
chose to taste the delights 
of a French McDonalds. 
The massive Carrefour 
hypermarket proved to be a 
hit, but nevertheless, tired 
trippers were glad to get 
back to the Hotel Saphir at 
5.00 PM. We dined at the 
hotel that night and spent 
the evening relaxing in the 
convivial reception area, 
before retiring to bed for the 
first time in 36 hours!
The Disney parks, as usual, 

were the highlight of the trip 
for the pupils. The weather 
was amazing! There was more 
than enough to do, and the 
day flew by in a flurry of rides, 
shops and character spotting. 
It was great to see the St 
David’s Day celebrations – 
the choirs, Welsh village and 
face-painting opportunities. 
Mickey and Minnie posed for 
photos, resplendent in their 
Welsh costumes. I’m sure that 
we will all have wonderful 
memories of this day.
That evening, we dined at 
the Pizza de la Roma. As 
usual, the staff made us feel 
welcome and dealt with us 

warmly and efficiently. All too 
soon, we had to leave and get 
back on the bus so that we 
could once more return to the 
Park – this time, to a breath-
taking display of fireworks and 
laser lights.
It was with a sense of 
sadness that we packed, 
breakfasted and departed 
the next morning. We had 
had an eventful, action-
packed and unforgettable 
weekend. A Wimpy Kid kept 
us entertained for much of 
the journey home. It was a 
tired little group that got off 
the bus outside Denbigh High 
School at 10 PM. 

On march the 22/23 of march I was 
on a mountain in the French alps 
doing something funny for money. 
A 24 hour ski to raise money 
for The Gwynedd and Anglesey 
Asperger /Autism support group.

 The event involves teams of 7-10 skiers 
relaying on a course for of course 24 hrs. Our 
team was 3 which the organisers thought 
was crazy. At times we were cold ,wet and 
pretty miserable  but all the other skiers and 
supporters kept us going until the end.
 The team has raised over £2000 and hope to 
raise even more. 

If you wish to support this good cause please 
contact the school for ways to donate.
 

The Gwynedd & Anglesey Asperger/Autism 
Support Group was established in May 2002 
by parents of children diagnosed as having 
Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism (such 
disorders will sometimes be referred to as 
Autistic Spectrum Disorders or ASD), set up 
to provide parents and carers with a forum to 
discuss issues of concern within a confidential 
setting and to provide mutual support. The 
charity has moved on and now provides 
activities, outings and a regular youth club for 
children and young adults throughout Gwynedd 
and Anglesey.
Simon Sherrington
Head of Art of Mad Skiing

SKIING FOR CHARITY
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Denbigh High School’s Young 
Enterprise team have been 
working hard setting up and 
running their own company 
for the last 6 months. In 
March, they attended a 

trade fair in Rhyl and won 
certificates for the best use 
of ICT. The team presented 
their company to the strategic 
board in the Rhyl Pavillion 
on 7th April. Quali-T are still 

taking orders for netbook 
stickers. If you would like 
one, drop your design into 
the folder on the dropzone 
or email them. Details on 
posters around the school.

Young Enterprise Team Quali-T

After consultation with the pupil voice, the School Council decided to donate the money raised 
from the whole school sponsored walk to three worthy charities – £1000 to Ty Gobaith (Hope 
House), £650 to St. Kentierns  and £650 to Clic Sargent.

Members of the school council presenting a cheque for 
£1000 to a representative from Ty Gobaith.

Charity Donation
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Congratulations are due to Daniel Munday 
who was recently awarded the W. T. 
Williams Memorial Prize for his success in 
achieving a ‘B’ grade in A Level History and an 
‘A’ grade in A Level Government and Politics.

In 2011 the family of the late Mr W. T. 
Williams, a former Governor of the School, set 
up a fund in his memory to award an annual 

prize to the student who 
achieved a high standard of 
work within the Department 
of History / Government 
and Politics. The prize 
for 2013 was awarded 
to Daniel and he was 
presented with a cheque 
for £1000 in December. 
This was an outstanding 
achievement for Daniel 
who was also successful 
in securing a scholarship 
from Aberystwyth University 
to study for a degree in 
International Politics. Such 
success has made him a 
worthy recipient of the 
Memorial Prize. We wish 
Daniel every success in his 
future academic studies.

W. T. WILLIAMS 

Daniel receiving his £1000 cheque from Dr Paul Evans, Head 
of History and Headteacher, Mr Simeon Molloy.

MEMORIAL PRIZE

Our Year 9 pupils 
were all invited to 
take part in a STEM 
event on the 20th 
February 2014 in the 
Pavilion at Llangollen.   
The aim of the event 
was to develop our 
pupils’ understanding 
of the employment 
opportunities within 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths 
and provide an insight 
into future career 
opportunities.

LLANGOLLEN 
INTERNATIONAL PAVILION
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Specialists from a range of 
industries gave up their morning 
to work with our pupils on a 
variety of activities.   Working 
with the Institute of Civil 
Engineers our pupils constructed 
a scale model of a suspension 
bridge.  The pupils had the 
opportunity to test their skill by 
walking along its length to test 
strength and stability.
Other pupils worked with 
personnel and apprentices from 
Airbus.   They saw a glimpse 
of the future of avionics with 
the Airbus Concept Plane and 
considered the engineering skills 
and technologies that go into the 
manufacture of the A380 wing at 
Broughton.
In another area of the pavilion 
pupils had an opportunity to 
develop their programming skills.  
Working with representatives 
from Techniquest they 
were guided through the 
stages needed for Lego NXT 
programming.
The Engineering Team Challenge 
was run by the Engineering 
Centre for North and Mid Wales, 
our pupils were fortunate 
enough to work with engineers 
from various institutions. The 
task gave an insight into real life 
challenges and the experience 
of working under pressure as a 
project team.   The challenge 
was won by Will Vaughan, Tom 
Hughes and Isaac Lamberton.
Working with experts in other 
fields our pupils’ explored atoms 
and the workings of the Large 
Hadron Collider; looked at the 
science of forensics; constructed 
a solar powered model and 
gained an insight into the 
principle behind how electricity 
leaves the power station and 
arrives at homes and factories; 
designed and constructed a 
scale model of a wind turbine, as 
well as many other activities.
In total there were nine 
different activities and 
specialists from a wide range 
of industries.  Feedback from 
the providers, school staff and 
most importantly our pupils 
was extremely positive with all 
enjoying the morning. 
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See the School Website and it’s galleries for a High Qualty PDF 
version of this newsletter and more of the pictures.



16

w w w . d e n b i g h h i g h s c h o o l . c o . u k

June 
2014

MATTERS


