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On the 27th  of November  Den-
bigh High School hosted the an-
nual Rotary Young Musician Com-
petition, and four of our talented 
pupils took part. Joseph Murray 
and Jamie Owen competed on 
the piano in the instrumental cate-
gory, and Magi Davies and Zara 
Briody-Hughes took part in the 
vocal category. Each pupil had to 
perform two contrasting pieces of 
music in front of an audience and 
judges and Mrs Williams felt very 
proud watching the pupils from 
Denbigh High School perform to 
such a high standard. The judges 
gave very positive comments 
about all the competitors, and 

complimented them on their hard work in preparing for the competition, but there had to be only 
one winner from each category…and Denbigh High School had a full house!! Jamie Owen won 
the instrumental category, and Magi Davies won the vocal category! Congratulations to all the 
pupils for doing so well, and good luck to Jamie and Magi who will go on to represent the school in 
the next round in February!

Sportswomen 
      Visit 
Denbigh
         High 
             School 
All P.E examination groups 
were treated to visits from 
elite athletes from Sky Sports 
Living for Sport initiative. 
See page 3 for Details

More Stories 

      Inside !

Rotary Young Musicians 
Compete in Autumn  2013
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Netball in the Dome
10th October a team of year 8 girls competed in the Urdd Netball competition at 
the Dome in Bangor. The girls made it to the semi finals of the plate competition. 

Denbighshire 
Sports Awards 
24th October
Morgan Carpenter 
was nominated 
and shortlisted 
into the final 
3 of Denbigh-
shires Community Sports 
Awards junior sports performer for his 
achievements in equestrian show jumping. 
You can watch Morgan’s YouTube clip by 
searching ‘Denbighshire Community Sports 
Awards 2013 - Junior Sports Performer’

Children in Need 20th November 2013
Year 7 pupils enjoyed a day of football, rugby, dance and junior fitness provided by external com-
munity coaches. They were joined by year 8 and 9 during lesson 5 for a fancy dress Zumbathon. 
Pupils raised a fabulous £380 for Children in Need, well done everyone!
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Cross Country
Denbigh High School hosted a very success-
ful County cross country championships on the 
21st of November. Eight High Schools from 
across Denbighshire attended with over 400 
pupils competing during the afternoon. The fol-
lowing pupils have successfully made it through 
to represent the County at the North Wales 
championships - Elise Rothwell, Gareth 
Smith, Cieran Allen, James Duke Williams 
and Jake Ward.

Sky Sports Living for Sport Visits (contd)
All P.E examination groups were treated to visits 
from elite athletes from Sky Sports Living for 
Sport initiative. 

The first visit was from Jenna Downing on the 
26th of November. Jenna is a professional inline 
skater winning several titles including LG Sports 

Action World Champion (2008), 10 
x British Championship Medals and 
a Silver from the X Games (2002) 
all before the age of 21! Jenna in-
spired pupils on her determination 
and hunger to succeed as a female 
in a male dominated sport whilst 
also trying to juggle her GCSE’s, A 
Levels and completing a degree in 
Law ! Pupils also had the opportu-
nity to show off their skating skills 
to Jenna. 
A week later pupils were treated to another Sky 
Sports Living for Sport visit by athlete mentor 
Sue Smith. Sue is an English international who 
currently plays for Doncaster Bells. Sue made 
her international debut at the age of 17 and 
shared her story of highs and lows including 
being chosen to represent England in FIFA XI 
All Stars team against the USA and missing out 
in the Euro 2005 and the Olympic Games 2012 
due to injury. Denbigh High Schools girls foot-
ball team were treated to a 2 hour session with 
Sue. If you’re interested in being a part of the 
School’s football team, training is every Thurs-
day after school. 
You can keep up to date with the latest P.E and 
5x60 clubs, events, courses and competitions 
by liking /5x60DenbighHigh on Facebook and 
following @5x60DenbighHigh on Twitter.
(Twitter and Facebook Logo)
Thanks,
Bethan Griffiths 5x60

Urdd Swimming
Congratulations to the fol-
lowing pupils who repre-
sented Denbigh High School 
at the Urdd Swimming 
competition in Rhyl: Magi 
Davies, Grace Jones, 
Amy Martin, Bethan 
Davies, Olivia Edwards, 
Daniel McDonald, Andy 
Thomas, Josh Hayes, 
Kieran Thomas, Lloyd 
Hogg, Jake Thompson, 
Liam Hayes, Alice Ed-
wards. 

Netball 
Scores 
again:
10 pupils from 
Denbigh High School 
attended the Den-
bighshire Schools 
Netball Trials. Con-
gratulations to 
Phoebe Williams, 
Bethan Dymock, 
Isobel Lloyd and 
Holly Roberts who 

were selected to represent Denbighshire in the North East Wales Netball 
Tournament in Deeside. 

Ski Trip
Denbigh High School Ski Trip to Austria will take place during Feb half-term. All information can be 
found on the Denbigh High School website at:
http://www.denbighhighschool.co.uk/dhstripsinfo.html
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Notebook 
scheme 
We have had a very positive 
response to the Notebook 
scheme here at Denbigh 
High School which has been 
embraced by pupils and 
teachers alike!
The Notebooks have been 
introduced in many of 
the lessons already as a 
valuable learning resource 
through which pupils can 
carry out research and 
use online resources using 
the software provided to 
produce their work. Each 
pupil who has signed up 
to receive a Notebook has 
had a lesson on how to use 
them, where to save their 
documents and how best to 
look after them. All pupils 
seemed very excited about 
receiving their Notebook 
and are now using them 
with ease!

The use of Notebooks and 
similar devices as an invalu-
able learning tool is being 
led by the Welsh Govern-
ment so that technology can 
be used to make the most 

of the educational resources 
available to us. We believe 
that this will enhance the 
achievement of all pupils. 
However, as with all new 
initiatives, there are things 

we could do better and we 
would like to thank all the 
people who have taken 
the time to provide us with 
feedback and comments 
that will help us improve. 

Thank you to everyone for 
the help we have received 
and a special thank you to 
our Notebook Champions 
for helping out their fellow 
pupils.

Past pupil gets Honours
Alice Rhian Jones, a former pupil of Denbigh 
High School, was presented with a First Class 
Honours Degree in Film and Television Stud-
ies at Solent University in Southampton on 
Monday November 18th 2013. Alice said “I 
enjoyed my time 
at Denbigh High 
School, especially 
the support and 
encouragement I 
received from the 
teaching staff and 
still keep in touch 
with the friends I 
made there.” 

Healthy Schools 
Team
A Healthy Schools Team has 
been formed to allow pupils to 
have their say on certain is-
sues around the School. They 
will be involved in different 
projects that will be linked to 
food, fitness and well-being. 
The following pupils will rep-
resent their year group on the 
HST: Becky Schule, Kayla 
Marshall- Farrell, Benz Dela 
Chica, Jonny Coxen, Josh 
Howarth, Dawn Jones, Ted 
Peskett and Elin Sullivan. 
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On Friday, September 20th, the 
whole school took part in our 
annual sponsored walk which 
involved a 12 km circuit route 
around Penycloddiau hillfort and 
along the Clwydian Range.  We 
were blessed with good weather 
and great views.  A good day was 
has by all.

The months from the 
Summer holidays have 
been very busy in the 
Library and Learning 
Resource Centre. The 
Chess and Game Club 
Chess Competition was 
organised by Luke Jones 
10 A and won by Harry 
Edwards 8A. Well Done. 
The trophy was present-
ed by Mr. Molloy. 
Tutor Group Book Boxes have been supplied 
by the Library and Learning Resource Centre 
to every tutor group in Year’s 7,8 and 9. The 
Book Boxes are there to encourage “Reading for 
Pleasure and Reading for Leisure”.

500 hundred new 
books are currently 
being added to the Li-
brary stock and include 
lots of exciting and 
enjoyable new reads.
This is the second 
year that the School 
has participated in 
the Readathon, last 
year the pupils raised 
£220.31 for Clic Sar-

gent, a charity for children and young people 
with cancer and Roald Dahl’s Marvelous Chil-
dren’s Charity which works with children with 
long term disabilities. The Readathon will come 
to an end on January 20th 2014.

LIBRARY AND LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

SELF  HELP DAY 2013This self-help day is a good ex-
ample of our motto ‘Succeed-
ing Together – Progressing with 
Pride’ being put into direct ac-
tion.  The pupils raised the fan-
tastic sum of £2800.00 and their 
representatives on the School 
Council are now in the process of 
deciding which worthy charitable 
causes to donate the proceeds 
to.
A big thank you to all those who 
took part.
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Harvest in the Community Quad      
Thanks to a lot of hard work from the pupils, we have had a 
good harvest in the Community Quad. 

The quad, which has been developed with raised beds and 
a greenhouse, was a new initiative in 2011 after a grant had 
been obtained from the Lottery Fund. Later, funds came to the 
school from the Community Chest.

Over the last year, we have worked in the Quad with two 
groups of pupils. One group is the garden club which regu-
larly meets on Monday lunchtimes. The amount of work 
that has been achieved in half of the lunch period has been 
amazing. The young people have been so enthusiastic that 
they wanted more opportunity and began to ask every day 
for gardening club to run.  Now we take them out whenever 
the weather and time allows. Some pupils may vary from 
day to day but others are constant. This has been very en-
couraging.

The other group we work with in the quad are those having 
speech, language and literacy support. This is usually just 
two or three pupils at a time for part of a lesson. It has been 
an opportunity for moving speech and language sessions 
from a formal setting where all targets are more easily met, 
into a less formal setting to translate those language targets 
into practice out of the classroom setting. This has enabled 
many pupils to cement their learning and move it towards 
daily practice in all settings, a very hard transition for high 
school age pupils with speech and language issues. This has 
given them an excellent opportunity not available in many 
high schools. With some pupils it has been an opportunity to work on social communication, nar-
rative literacy, grammar and sentence work.  There has also been opportunity to develop maths 
skills as plants and vegetables have been weighed and sold, and science skills, as we have looked 
at plants, propagation, plant reproduction and how the greenhouse works. 

In addition to the above it gives opportunity to work togeth-
er, develop listening skills, follow instructions and take turn; 
all essential skills in order to achieve.  Research by the Royal 
Horticultural Society and other groups show that children 
who garden, frequently do better in school, engage more 
with other learning opportunities and achieve better results.  
Those who grow vegetables usually improve eating habits 
and eat a wider variety of vegetables, all of which impact on 
learning.

We now have two quads and two greenhouses. In one, most of our work is in the colder months, 
growing vegetables for harvesting in spring and autumn. The older quad and greenhouse is pre-
dominantly used as the weather warms, growing summer bedding plants from seed. These are 
mainly sold and funds generated have meant improved resources for the school. Our aim is to use 
some of the vegetables produced to develop community links. 
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We would also like some to go to the Denbigh Food bank.
It has been a real privilege to work with so many enthusiastic pupils.
Mrs J Bowen 

Following the Harvest
In the community quad this year we have successfully grown potatoes, 
carrots, onions, shallots, peas, broad beans, rhubarb, beetroot, leeks, 
parsnips, cabbages and celeriac.

Following this autumns vegetable harvest we were able to develop com-
munity links by taking some vegetables out into the community. Some 
pupils with a member of staff took bags containing carrots, onions, 
shallots, cabbage hearts and leeks to give to homes in Clwyd Avenue 
beside the school. A bag was given to each home where somebody was 
in to receive it, with the compliments of Denbigh High School. These 
were received very well and some have contacted school to express their 
appreciation. More vegetables were donated to the Denbigh Food Bank. 

The people working in the food bank 
were interested to talk to some of 
the pupils about their work growing 
the vegetables. They also answered 
questions about the work of the food 
bank and how important it is in the 
community. We received an acknowl-
edgement of their appreciation too.

Now we are harvesting more leeks and the parsnips will be ready soon. 
Pupils have enjoyed some of the vegetables that have been used in the 
school canteen.

We have now planted next year’s onions, broccoli, cabbage and pak 
choi. Other beds are prepared for next year’s root vegetables, peas and 
beans. The pupils who work in the quad are learning about the value 
of crop rotation to reduce pests and diseases as well as how to care for 
the plants.

The whole School lined 
the street to cheer on the 
cyclists taking part in the 

Tour of Britain 2013. 
It was lovely to see the men participating in 
this community occasion.
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Geography 
Fieldwork
Year 12 conducted an enquiry 
into factors affecting water flow 
in the Elwy drainage basin. 
They visited sites in the upper, 
middle and lower course of the 
river, measuring factors such as 
slope angle, vegetation type and 
density and infiltration rates. The 
data collected has been used to 
write a Geographical Enquiry for 
the AS exam. In a break with 
tradition, the fieldwork went 
ahead in dry conditions!
Year 10 have just completed 
their first Controlled Assessment, 
an investigation into whether 
channel depth and shape influ-
ence deposition in the River 
Elwy. They collected data from 
the upper, middle and lower 
courses of the River Elwy, meas-
uring aspects such as width, 
depth, velocity and bedload size 
and shape.  The weather had 
been rainy for days, so much so, 
that the river had burst its banks 
in the upper course and was 
brown with sediment. Luckily, we 
experienced nothing more than 
a little light drizzle, which was 
nothing compared to the cold 
temperature of the water!
December is a difficult time of 
year to plan fieldwork in Snow-
donia, and we have been there 
with thick ice covering every 
surface in the past. This year, 
our intrepid Year 11 class en-
dured gale force winds and lash-
ing rain! Our walk up to Cwm 
Idwal to identify the positive and 
negative impacts of tourism on 
the National Park was a test of 
endurance. They also conducted 
surveys in Betws Y Coed to iden-
tify where tourists come from to 
visit the town, the services on 
offer and the positive and nega-
tive impacts of tourism on the 
town.

Wedding 
Cake 
Wonders
Emma Roberts 
and Lydia Jones 
in year 11 baked 
and decorated 
Miss Blake’s wed-
ding cake. Emma 
researched Miss 
Blake’s favour-
ite cake flavour. 
Lydia handmade 
the edible flowers 
on the cake which 
matched with the 
colour scheme.

Very merry 
congratulations 
to the new 
Mr & Mrs Baily 
from the School.
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As part of a transition event for More 
Able and Talented pupils a group of 
Year 5 and 6 learners from our feeder 
primary schools took part in a day of 
‘Chinese culture’ in early November.  
During the course of the day they 
had lessons in Mandarin, dressed in 
Chinese costumes, experimented with 
Chinese writing on magic paper, made 
painted masks and investigated the 
cultural life of China.  Great fun was 
had by all.

The day formed part of a link Denbigh 
High School has established with the 
Confucius Institute at Bangor Univer-
sity for our MAT pupils.  For the past 
six weeks we have been running Man-
darin Classes for MAT pupils in Years 
9, 10 and 11 after school on Mondays.  
A Chinese teacher from the University 
takes the class. 

A day of Chinese culture for Year 5 & 6 MAT pupils

Mandarin classes for our MAT pupils
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On  Tuesday the 6th and Friday 
the 10th of December 
the DT department de-
livered a range of fun 
designing and making 
activities for pri-
mary school 
pupils from 
local schools.  

The year 2 pupils had 
the chance to design 

rockets and 
use them 
to send let-
ters to Santa who was 
waiting in his groto in 
the school to give out 
presents to 
the year 2s.  
Many mem-

bers of the Denbigh 
High School community 

put extra 
effort into 
this event 
and as a result it was 
a great success.  The 
DT department would 
like to thank every one 
who contributed to 

the event, it was a brilliant way 
to kick of the Christmas season!

 

Transition Rockets to Santa



11

w w w . d e n b i g h h i g h s c h o o l . c o . u k

This term has witnessed a re-launch of the 
Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification at Den-
bigh High School. At KS4, the WBQ provides 
an additional qualification to students and 
demonstrates knowledge and skills beyond 
the confines of their GCSE subjects, mak-
ing students more appealing to employers.  
Students passing the Intermediate Diploma 
attain a qualification equivalent to 3 grade A’s 
at GCSE. In Sixth Form, students opt to study 
the subject as a level 3 qualification. Current 
Y13 students will be awarded A grades when 
they pass, while Government changes mean 
Y12 students will be awarded a grade from 
A*-C. Feedback from admissions tutors at Ox-
ford University demonstrates the value placed 
on the qualification – students are seen to be 
‘more rounded’ and tend to perform better at 
interview.
Year 11 took part in a Team Enterprise Day in 
November.  Outside providers gave them the 
task of designing and marketing a product. 
They had an enjoyable day learning about 
many aspects of entrepreneurship, including 
business loans, plans and marketing. 
(add photos of team enterprise day)
An important part of the WBQ is community 
participation. Y12 students held a very suc-
cessful Macmillan Coffee Morning in October, 
raising almost £300 for the charity. The girls 

managed to raise donations of cakes, biscuits 
and drinks from staff and even baked their 
own. A number of members of the public 
attended the coffee morning in the school 
library for refreshments and a chat and we 
were pleased to welcome the Mayor and 
Mayoress. Sammy Latham and Ciaran Hughes 
have spent a number of hours supporting the 
campaign to make Denbigh a Fairtrade town, 
addressing and hand delivering letters to 
every business in Denbigh. 

December 19th sees our first ever, WBQ 
Christmas Market. For weeks, all students in 
Y10, together with Y12 Welsh Baccalaureate 
students, have been developing their own 
team enterprise ideas. Almost 30 stalls selling 
a range of products and services are on offer 
to school pupils, local primaries and parents/
members of the community. Prizes will be 
awarded to teams who have the best pre-
sented stall and make the most profit.  More 
details and the results will appear in the next 
newsletter.
Coming Soon......
Denbigh High’s Young Enterprise team – Qua-
li-T – are looking to start trading their product 
in January. Look out for it....miss it and miss 
out!
Work Experience
Y10 and 12 students should, by now, have 
contacted employers to arrange a work expe-
rience placement for July. If you are still with-
out a placement, it is essential you use the 
Christmas holiday to organise one before the 
most popular places are snapped up by other 
schools. Work experience is not optional!

Christmas 

Market

BAGLORIAETH   WELSH
          CYMRU   BACCALAUREATE

CYMHWYSTER

QUALIFICATION
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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff, parents 
and pupils for making this such a fantastic term. I have been delight-
ed with the progress we have made and the way in which the young 
people have responded to the learning challenges they have faced, 
both academically and in extracurricular activities.

A special note must go to Year 11 who have stepped up to the plate 
in terms of determination to do their best in their GCSE’s. They have 
attended after school revision sessions, lunch time revision sessions, 
sessions before school starts and sessions at half term. Well done to 
all those who have taken part. Obviously it is vital that we maintain 
the effort right the way through the exams to ensure that each and 
every one of you gets the best possible results.

There have also been a myriad of exciting events throughout the 
term, many of which are in this newsletter already. They range from 
our huge sponsored walk, a fabulous open evening, Rotary events 
such as Young Chef, Youth Speaks and Young Musician to pupils from 
primary schools visiting various departments.

We have had a fabulous response to the roll out of our Notebooks 
and I realise that this has happened just before Christmas. I truly ap-
preciate the effort, commitment and support that you have shown to 
our School. Thank you.

We have had many visitors to the school, the immunisation team, 
our new School Liaison Officer, P.C. Debbie, local business people and 
several prospective parents, all of whom have commented on how 
well behaved and polite your young people have been. I really feel 
that we are achieving our motto of ‘succeeding together-progressing 
with pride’.

Have a fantastic Christmas break and I look forward to seeing you all 
refreshed and ready for another exciting term at our School. Nadolig 
Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda!

Simeon Molloy


