
HIGH SCHOOL MATTERS 
DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL’S TERMLY NEWSLETTER

JULY 2012
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk

Morgan Carpenter 
Triumphs at the 
Bolesworth Classic
Page 9

Olympic Torch Comes 
to Denbigh High School

6th Form Art Exhibition 
Centre Spread

Former Rugby 
League 
Professional 
Mentors at 
Denbigh High 
School
Page 2

Ashia wins PE Kit 
Competition Page 5



Page 2

Page 3www.denbighhighschool.co.uk

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk

uke of Edinburgh’s             
Award
 10 pupils took part in their 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Practice Ex-
pedition on 23rd and 24th June. They 
braved the wind and the rain at Llyn Brenig 
and will take part in their assessed expedi-
tion on the 8th and 9th of September in the 
Moel Famau area. 

25 pupils from Year 9 will join this group on 
Moel Famau and will be taking part in their 
Practice Expedition. They will all be taking 
part in a training day on the 12th of July to 
help prepare them for the expedition. The 
training day consists of map reading, route 
planning, tent pitching and cooking on tran-
gia stoves. 
If you are interested in joining the DofE 
Award please get a form from Miss D Blake.
 

orneo Lifechanger
8 pupils from Denbigh High 
School will embark on an expe-

dition of a lifetime to Borneo on the 
22nd of July. They have been working hard 
juggling fund raising and studying for exams. 
During the expedition they will be climbing 
Mount Kinabalu, helping out on a reforesta-
tion project and working with disadvantaged 
children. They will also have the opportunity 
to help out in an orangutan sanctuary and 
do a bit of relaxing on the Tar Islands.

 

ife Behind Bars
Two visits to Ruthin Gaol by Year    
7 pupils brought home to them 
the reality of life behind bars over 

a hundred years ago.  
Pupils were able to try their hand at Oakham 
picking and turning the Crank, just two of 
the harsh activities that were part of life in 
Gaol in the Victorian era.  Pupils were also 
able to experience the dark cell, walk in the 
exercise yard and understand the hardships 
our ancestors endured if they broke the law. 

 wimming Gala
 Denbigh High School hosted       
the Denbighshire and Flintshire 

Swimming Gala on Thursday 5th July. 
Year 8 and Year 10 pupils were involved in 
this competition and medals were awarded 
to pupils who came 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Den-
bigh High School won the shield last year. 

pcoming Costa Rica 
Expedition
Year 9 and Year 10 pupils at-

tended an assembly delivered by Out-
look Expeditions. The aim of the assembly 
was to launch an expedition to Costa Rica in 
the summer of 2014. The pupils who sign up, 
can tailor make their expedition to include 
environmental, cultural and adventurous 
aspects. There will be a parents information 
evening on Wednesday 11th July at 6.30pm 
in the school hall. Please contact Miss D 
Blake if you have any questions.

OLYMPIC TORCH Comes to 
Denbigh High School
This year proved to be very special for 
one of our ex-pupils as he was granted 
the privilege of carrying the Olympic 
torch through the streets of Rhyl in 
June as part of the Olympic celebra-
tions. Aled Canter who left Denbigh High 
two years ago to continue his education at 
Yale College, was chosen to be one of the 
8,000 people in Britiain to carry the flame. He 
was selected from over 300,000 applicants.  
This was a privilege indeed! Aled brought the 
torch into school and many pupils had the 
opportunity to pop into the SE department to 
see it close up. Below are Ashia Carcallas 
and Chris McBride with Aled. He explained 
that the torch has 8,000 small holes in it to 
represent the individuals who have carried it 
across Britain to the games in London. Well 
done Aled!

Triple Literacy Project : 
CILT Cymru filming
A number of Year 9 pupils were 
filmed recently by a professional 
camera man as part of a Triple Lit-
eracy Project funded by CILT Cymru.  
The Project involved the Welsh, French 
and English departments. Some of the 
pupils gave presentations that they had 
prepared on the topic of healthy living, 
some watched their recorded presentations 
back and self and peer assessed them and 
others took part in an interview about the 
project. The pupils represented the school 
to the highest possible standard in terms of 
their work and their behaviour. 
CILT Cymru funded the Triple Literacy Pro-
ject seeing it as the perfect way to enable 
pupils to achieve their target level whilst 
developing a range of transferable skills. 
The three departments worked together 
producing resources that had a common 
layout. The aim was to support pupils as 
they put a presentation together. This 
helped them to achieve their target level 
and also develop skills and confidence in 
tasks that they will have to do at GCSE. 
The short film will be shown on the CILT 
Cymru website and also at language teach-
er conferences across Wales allowing us to 
show off the talent that we have here and 
helping to put Denbigh High School on the 
map!

The pupils involved were:
Tomos Jones (9A), Megan Roberts 
(9A), Stephen Lewis (9B), Alice Ed-
wards (9B), Kate Jones (9B), Aimee 
Hughes (9C), Stephen Brazier (9E), 
Rafael Aclaro (9Y) and 
Thomas Roberts (9Y) 
Bon travail/Gwaith da/Well done!
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SE INDUCTION DAY
Our annual SE Induction day again 
proved a great hit with Year 6 pupils 
on the 27th June.  Pupils from five pri-
mary schools attended this event and a high-
light of the day was the afternoon visit of 
Jane from the Reptile and Raptor Sanctuary.  
This year instead of bringing tortoises and 
snakes, pupils got to meet Daisy the Harris 
hawk and Benny the owl..

For a clearer/larger view of the text and                pictures in this newsletter, please visit the 
school website and view the PDF copy                   at www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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Sky Sports Living For Sport 
Mentor Visit
Denbigh High Schools Sky Sports Living 
for Sports group were treated to a visit 
from former rugby league professional 
Mr Paul Broadbent. 
Paul shared his inspirational story of a boy 
who wasn’t naturally gifted and had to train 
hard to improve his game to compete with 
more talented players. Some pupils were lucky 
to have a practical rugby session with Paul 
during the day.

The renowned English Rugby star also came 
in one morning to do some work with the girls’ 
tag team and delivered Y9 assembly.

Only Girls Aloud
Girls from year 7, 8 and 9 took part in 
an ‘Only Girls Aloud’ P.E day on Thurs-
day the 31st of May. Activities were chosen 
by completing a questionnaire and the most 
popular activities were Dance, Gymnastics, 
Football, Trampolining, Fitness and Cricket.  
 

Pupils also got the opportunity to enter a 
design a new P.E kit competition. The winner 
Ashia Carcallas from 7A won a 5x60 hoodie, 
goody bag and Olympic 2012 Tickets. 

Congratulations
to Joe Turner for his success at 
the RYLA interviews Tuesday 22nd May 
2012 at the Brookhouse Mill.
He will now go to Arthog in August to enjoy a 
week’s adventure training as his prize for be-
ing the Denbigh Rotary Club Young Leader of 
the year.
Joe has been nominated and shortlisted for 
Hockey Wales Young Coach/Volunteer of the 
Year 2012 for coaching the Denbigh Men’s 
Hockey Club Junior Session on a Saturday 
Morning.He has 
been playing 
hockey for 9 years 
after being intro-
duced to the sport 
in Primary School. 
He has been play-
ing for Denbigh 
Men’s Hockey Club 
2nd Team for 3 
years including 
some appearances 
for the 1st team. 
He also became 
a qualified Sports 
Leader in Feb’ 2011 and began leading the 
junior hockey coaching session on a Satur-
day morning in August with the help of other 
members of the Club. Currently Joe is qualify-
ing to become a Level 1 umpire. 

Glan Llyn
A group of 42 pupils visited Glan Llyn, Bala for a week. Pupils took part in many excit-
ing activities including gorge walking, high ropes, 10 pin bowling, canoeing and climbing.  
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Actors Live Forever
Nel Ceiriog and Mark Ryan Hughes 
(both pictured below) performed “Who 
Wants to Live Forever” from the School 

production as part of the Eisteddfod celebra-
tions in Denbigh Town, and even made it 
onto the S4C news! Llongyfarchiadau iddyn 
nhw.

Prom for the Record
The year 11 Record of Achievement 
ceremony took place in the Town Hall 
and was a wonderful occasion which 

saw our year 11 pupils dressed to kill! 
This was followed by a rather impressive ar-
ray of stretch vehicles causing havoc in the 
Town Centre as the pupils were taken to their 
after party.

Baking Bread
Year 5 and 6 pupils have been in from Ysgol Frongoch as part of a transition pro-
ject in the Food Technology department. They have been designing and testing bread 
in their own school and then coming in to bake their designs in our kitchens! Both pupils and 
teachers have enjoyed this project immensely; as I am sure have the lucky parents who got to 
eat the end result!
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Outstanding 6th Form Art This years sixth formers have produced a 
memorable exhibition as part of their A level Fine Art course.The exhibition show 
cased their work and included the truly bizarre animations of Alex Davies in which he captures 
and tames an arm chair! Other students developed their work in a wide range of materials that 
included photography film sculpture and of course painting.
 Mellisa Aird (pictured left, sitting) has been offered a place in Goldsmiths London and as 
this is a premier Art college, the department feel very proud  both of her success and of all the 
other students who have busted a gut producing the exhibition. Some of the students (Beth 
Staveley, Alex Davies and Tabitha Jones) met Denbigh’s Mayor when he attended the 
event. The department would like to congratulate all the students whose work is displayed and 
would like to wish our A2 students the best of luck with their future studies.
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Musical Achievers
Jack Eagle (Pictured below right) was the winning vocalist of the Rotary Club Young Musician of 
the Year competition held in February. Daniel Latham (picture below left) represented the School 
at the area finals at Poulton Hall in Chester where he received a commendation from the judges 
for his vocal performance which was self accompanied on the piano.

High Achievers
High achievers from the School met the Mayor and Karen I Evans, Head of School Improvements 
and Inclusion at Denbighshire County Council for various National achievements in orienteering, 
design and scholarships.

From left: Karen Evans, Head of School Improvement; Ciaran Allen; Joe Turner; Ashley Jones; 
Elen Parry; Mayor Medwyn Williams; Simeon Molloy, Headteacher

Morgan Jumps Clear ! Morgan Carpenter of 8C competed at 
the Bolesworth Classic. 

This is an extract from page 38 of the 14th June issue of 
HORSE & HOUND magazine:  
“The going didn't worry Morgan Carpenter, who claimed £500 for 
the sole double clear on Merllyn's Maitrix.
Morgan has shown that a trip abroad to Moorsele (Belgium), has 
given him the confidence to jump clear rounds here. Morgan’s 
mother Amanda, specifically produced Maitrix for Morgan to take 
over two months ago.
“She’s like a big pony and easy to adjust. but it’s when she’s 
cheeky she’s awesome,” said Morgan,13, who dedicated this win to 
his paternal grandfather John. “It’s a family effort, but without him, 
I wouldnt be here; he takes me to all the  shows and gives me 200 
per cent support.”

Police Helicopter
Year 7 pupils paid two visits to see the 
staff who work with the police heli-
copter in Rhuddlan.  This gave them the 
opportunity to learn about the valuable work 
done by the local police working in the skies 
who assist the residents of North Wales.  The 
first visit had to be cut short as the helicopter 
was called into service but at least the pupils 

were able to stand at a safe distance and 
watch it take off!  Pupils were disappointed 
that they didn’t get a ride!
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Former Denbigh High 
School Student is a Shining 
Example of Success
Rachael Tate was the headline on the Front  
Page of the Denbighshire Free Press June 
13th 2012. Here is a summary of the story:-
Law graduate Rachael is Miss Europe, a care 
worker for children with special needs, a CAB 
volunteer and a town councillor... she’s only 22
Rachael Tate is the North Wales girl who has 
it all. At just 22 years-old she has a law de-
gree, has been crowned a Miss Europe beauty 
queen, works full time with special needs 
children, finds time to volunteer with Denbigh 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau and now has been 
elected as the youngest ever member of Den-
bigh Town Council. In addition the Henllan girl 
helps with the Denbigh Food Bank Project, is 
on the Denbigh Fairtrade Committee and is a 
school governor at Ysgol Frongoch. 
“I have achieved a few things considering I’m 
only 22,” said Rachael. “Beauty pageants have 
given me a platform to expand my horizons 
in relation to the community work and charity 
work that I do. 
“From· that work I do through pageants I 
decided to channel my energy in a more 
focussed manner and felt Denbigh Town 
Council provides a way to effectively give back 
to my community. This is why I became a 
town councillor,” she added. Rachael attend-
ed Denbigh High School Sixth Form, be-
fore obtaining her law degree 
at Aberystwyth University and 
being crowned Miss Denbigh-
shire in 2009. 
She was crowned Miss Europe 
last year competing against 
73 other girls, to become only 
the second Welsh woman to 
win the title in the competi-
tion’s history. 
As the reigning Miss Europe, 
Rachael won an expensive prize from each 
country.

RSPB Conwy
Pupils who participated in the Social Skills les-
sons had a lovely day visiting the RSPB Nature 
Reserve in Conwy on the 25th of June.  The 
centre has always been a favourite of the 

pupils who, as well as learning about  birds, 
were able to practise their pond dipping skills 

to identify the local pond life.  A highlight of 
the day was donating 7 new bird boxes made 
by Technology students at school.  RSPB staff 
were very grateful for the kind donation as 
these will be well used by the feathered resi-
dents.

Pleasing Results in
Athletics 
The area years 7 + 8 athletics championships 
were held at Deeside Athletics Stadium on 
Thursday 28th June. 
The PE dept were particularly pleased with the 
performance of the year teams considering 
the little practise they were able to do with the 
poor weather this summer. The year 8 boys 
won their competition with good performances 
by all the team in their individual events. The 
year 7 boys came 2nd in their competition. 
The year 8 girls were 3rd and the year 7 girls 
4th. Well done to them all.

A RIDING WE WILL GO
On 27th June, 3 pupils had the privilege of 
participating in the North Wales RDA Dressage 
competition held at Llanfynydd Nr Mold.  Harry 
Pritchard (Below), Year 10, Rebecca Sumner 
and Chris Jones, both from Year 7 enjoyed 
their day in the Welsh countryside.  Both Re-
becca and Chris were awarded blue rosettes 
for taking part in the competition.  Harry did 
the school proud as he managed to pick up 
two rosettes for third place. All the pupils en-

joyed having the op-
portunity of displaying 
their riding skills.

HERE IS A LIBRARY FUN 
QUIZ FOR THE SUMMER 
HOLIDAYS, FOR ALL THE 
FAMILY. THE ANSWERS CAN 
BE OBTAINED FROM THE LI-
BRARY.

1. Who wrote the ‘Mortal Engines’ series of 
books?
2. What is the Dewey Decimal system num-
ber for the Olympic games?
3.What is the first book of The Bible ?
4. What do the initials R.N.L.I. stand for?
5. In what book does the character Horace 
Slughorn  appear?
6. What was the name of Alexander the 
Greats war horse?
7.  What famous soldier and Prime Minister 
lived in a house with the address:- Number 
One, London?
8.  Who wrote the ‘Horrid Henry’ books?
9.  Which rock star in nicknamed ‘The Boss’?
10. What is the name of the illustrator of the 
Roald Dahl books?
11. Where would you find the Islets of 
Langerhans?
12. In the Dewey Decimal System, what sub-
ject would you find with the number 133.1?
13. Which country do budgerigars originate 
from?
14. Which author wrote  the ‘Cirque Du 
Freak’ books?
15. Which is the longest river, the Nile or the 
Thames?
16. What do the initials C.V. stand for?
17. If Alpha is the first letter of the Greek 
alphabet, what is the last?
18. What colour are these shades of, Carnel-
ian, Maroon, Vermilion and Falu?
19. What does the Latin phrase ‘ad infinitum’ 
mean?
20. Who wrote ‘ Great Expectations’?
21. In which book and T.V series does the 
character, Tyrion Lannister appear?
22. Where is the ‘Ring of Fire’?
23. In which series of books does Aslan ap-
pear?
24. Oak, Ash and Elm are all varieties of….?
25. Who wrote the ‘Twilight’ series of books?

26. What religion believes in ‘Nirvana’?
27. What were the kings of Ancient Egypt 
called?
28. What is the English name for Yr Wyddfa?
29. What is the opposite of Yin?
30. Which British football team is nicknamed 
‘The Red Devils’?
31. What are all these types of- Hammer-
head, Mako and Lemon?
32. Who wrote books about Artemis Fowl?
33. Who at this time, is the fastest man in 
the World?
34. Who wrote ‘Emma’?
35. The winner of the Man Booker Prize, Wolf 
Hall, was written by whom?
36. At which battle in the War of the Roses, 
was Richard III killed?
37. What day is celebrated as Shakespeare’s 
birthday?
38. In what year was the State of Israel cre-
ated?
40. What is the second book in the trilogy 
‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins?
41. Who discovered Penicillin?

42. Where is the Ashmolean Museum?
43. Who is Wallace’s companion?
44. What was the first name of Colin Dexter’s 
character, Morse?
45. In what county is Alton Towers?
46. Which element’s name  is derived from 
the Greek ‘Helios’?
47. Where are Aston Martin cars made?
48. What are Suffolk, Lleyn and Clun breeds 
of?
49. In 2011,how many branches of McDon-
alds were there in China?
50. J.R.R. Tolkien wrote the ‘Lord of the 
Rings’ trilogy, what does the initials J.R.R. 
stand for? 
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Headteacher’s Message

Dear Parent/Carer,

Following our recent successful Estyn school 
inspection, it gives me great pleasure to share 
with you a snapshot of the key findings. These 
findings demonstrate our commitment to our 
school vision of “Succeeding together - pro-
gressing with pride, for Excellence in Learning” 
and we can now celebrate what we are doing 
well and work together to improve the areas 
for development identified in the report.

The Governing Body is delighted that Estyn 
has recognised the improvements the school is 
already making:

“The school has made a significant number of 
improvements in a relatively short period of 
time. Since taking up his post in September 
2011, the Headteacher has provided inspira-
tional and dynamic leadership. He provides 
a specific and well-understood vision for the 
school, with a focus on improving standards in 
English and mathematics in particular. There 
is a clear sense of direction and the Head-
teacher communicates this enthusiastically to 
staff, parents and pupils. Staff have consider-
able confidence and trust in the ability of the 
Headteacher, supported well by the leadership 
team, to bring about change.“

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf 
of the Governors, to thank the huge num-
ber of parents who took the time to respond 
to the Parents’ Questionnaire, and provide 
valuable feedback for the Inspectors and the 
School.

Responses to the questionnaire indicated that 
parents feel that “...the school is well run,” 
that “...there is a good range of activities,” feel 
“...comfortable to discuss their child’s educa-
tion and wellbeing”, and that their “...child is 
making good progress. Many parents believe 
that the school helps their children to become 
more mature and prepares their children well 
for moving on to the next school or college 
and work.”

The purpose of our vision is to promote excel-
lence in learning and, as illustrated in the ex-
tract below, teaching and learning are praised:
 
“In the majority of lessons, teaching helps 
pupils to progress well in gaining new knowl-
edge, understanding and skills. In these les-
sons, teachers communicate successfully the 
specific learning outcomes, relate the activities 
to key ideas and the overall sequence of les-
sons, and give pupils opportunities to reflect 
on what they have achieved. Instructions and 
explanations are clear and well judged. Tasks 
are presented well, often making good use of 
information and communication technology, 
and there is effective use of a wide range of 
learning materials. Activities designed to meet 
the objectives are appropriate and often make 
pupils think deeply about their work. In these 
lessons, teachers have suitable expectations of 
what pupils should achieve and lessons pro-
ceed at a good pace, with well-timed activities. 
In a few of these lessons, teaching is particu-
larly effective with especially high expectations 
of pupils, and includes very challenging and 
searching questions and tasks.”

“...Pupils show outstanding skills in reflect-
ing on how to improve their own and others’ 
work. This is of an exceptional quality, as they 
are adept at using clear criteria in their evalu-
ations.”

“The school is making good progress in im-
proving its Welsh language provision.”

We recognise that there are areas for improve-
ment, indeed the School’s own self-evaluation 
report clearly identified that although previous 
results showed an upward trend, performance 
was well below that of similar schools. Estyn 
agreed with our self-evaluation. The School 

Football Festival
On the 20th June SE pupils participat-
ed in the North Wales Football Festival 
held at Kimnel Bay.  

This has always been a great day out and is 
the culmination of weeks of training for the 
team who play every Wednesday lunchtime 
in school.  Five matches were played and we 
won four. A great day was had by all.

Dancing and Drumming
Since May, our pupils from Year 7, 9 and 
10 have been rehearsing for the last stage 
development of the Denbighshire Cultural 
Olympiad – Cauldrons and Furnaces perfor-
mance.  

The Year 7 pupils have been involved with a 
dancing and drumming routine which they 

performed at the Rhyl Pavilion, whilst the 
Year 9 and 10 pupils have been involved in 
all day workshops, devising their own scripts 
to perform at Denbigh Castle alongside 
Ysgol Frongoch’s puppetry performance.  On 
Sunday 8th July, all pupils performed to the 
general public at Denbigh Castle.  Everyone 
included worked extremely well towards a 
very successful performance.  Many thanks 
to all staff and parents/carers for their con-
tinued support.

Pupils get creative in 
Geography!
Pupils in Years 7 and 9 have been getting 
creative with their home learning tasks. A 
number of pupils put in a fantastic effort 

producing their own 3D maps of Italy and 
models of volcanoes. They make a fantastic 
addition to the displays in each classroom. 
Well done to all who submitted such fantastic 
work - a selection of which can be seen in 
the photo. We look forward to seeing such a 
high standard of work next term!

The Eisteddfod 
Proclamation Ceremony 
took place on Saturday 23rd June 2012 and 
the school was made available to the organ-
isers for the week prior for storage of the 
Gorsedd gowns etc. A letter of thanks has 
since been received thanking Denbigh High 
School for the part that it played in the cer-
emony.
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cannot change the past, but it is clear that it is 
changing the future, “...the Headteacher has 
tackled underperformance robustly, challenged 
perceptions and created an ethos of account-
ability among leaders. The school has intro-
duced clear systems that focus strongly on the 
areas that need to improve most.” 

We are confident that the significant improve-
ments that we have made this year will deliver 
improved outcomes this very summer. Indeed, 
the report states that “The new leadership 
team has only been in place for a short time, 
there has already been significant progress in 
improving behaviour, strengthening the quality 
of teaching and learning…”

Under the recognised inspirational leadership 
of the Headteacher, the Governors and staff 
have already begun to rigorously address the 
recommendations made by Estyn. Our main 
focus is improving standards at Key Stage 4. 
The School is committed to working with all 
members of the learning community: Gover-
nors, staff, pupils, parents and carers, to create 
an aspirational learning environment in which 
all students strive for and achieve excellence.

As we all know, the people within any com
munity can only perform well when there is a 
positive atmosphere and we are pleased that 
Estyn recognise this in their report:

“The school has a calm, purposeful and posi-
tive ethos. The school’s vision of ‘Succeeding 
together -progressing with pride, for Excel-
lence in Learning’ is successfully promoted and 
is evident in the culture of the school. It is an 
inclusive community that promotes equality of 
opportunity and appreciates diversity. Pupils 
with disabilities are able to access all areas of 
the school and are integrated very well into the 
life of the school. Equality and diversity matters 
are dealt with effectively through personal and 
social education provision.”

“Most pupils behave well in classes and around 
the school. They are considerate and courte-
ous, and relate well to each other. Behaviour 
has improved significantly over the school year, 
with a sharp reduction in instances of inappro-
priate behaviour. Pupils’ attitudes to the school 
and their learning are positive.”

“The school provides a safe and caring environ-
ment that effectively supports pupils’ wellbeing 
and personal development. A valuable range of 
learning experiences promotes pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development well.”

As Governors, we are glad that Estyn recog-
nises that “Governors are enthusiastic and 
supportive of the Headteacher and his vision 
for the school.”  We realise that the school has 
made progress, but also realise that continuous 
improvement is the key to success and we will 
be rigorous in our role of ensuring that this is 
at the forefront of our work. 

This positive Estyn report and future improve-
ments would not be possible without the con-
tinued hard work and support of staff, pupils, 
parents and carers. The Governors would like 
to thank all members of the School community 
for their tremendous and continuing efforts.

Have a fantastic and safe summer.

Yours sincerely

Simeon Molloy


