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ROCKED BY QUEEN
See pictures page 8 and 9

For the second year 
running, a group of 
Denbigh High School 
pupils and staff were 
to travel an 800 mile 
round trip in order to 
celebrate St David’s 
Day in style at the 
Disney Resort Paris’ 
St David’s Day Festi-
val. The sense of excitement 
and anticipation had been 
(continued on page 4)S
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Year 12 – Welsh Bacc 
Group
The year 12 Welsh Bacc class 
have been learning Makaton 
Sign Language as part of the 
‘communication’ section of 
their course since the end of 
October.

They have been learning simple greet-
ings, animals & names this has enabled 
them to create a story which has been 
made into a book. The year 12 pupils 
have been to Ysgol Frongoch to read 
their books and to teach a group of year 
3 pupils some simple phrases in sign 
language as well as their names.

Peer Mentoring
A group of 21 year 10 pupils have successfully completed the 
Peer Mentoring Training with Mrs C Jones(Learning Coach) and 
have received their certificates and badges. 

They are now involved in mentoring a selection of year 7 pupils.
The year 10s will also be providing  drop in sessions every Wednesday lunch time for 
all year 7 pupils starting after Easter this will ensure that they all will  have the  op-
portunity to access someone to talk to and share any problems with.
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Congratulations to 
Daniel Munday, year 12, who 
has won a place on the an-
nual Euroscola trip to visit 
the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg.  6th form students 
with a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Lan-
guage were invited to submit an es-
say on the topic of enlargement of the 
EU and whether or not the EU should 
continue to enlarge. 
Daniel’s essay showed good insight 
into the topic and an awareness of 
both the benefits and the problems 
that the EU is currently faced with. 
Daniel will now travel with other suc-
cessful 6th form students from across 
Flintshire and Denbighshire on an all 
expenses paid trip to Strasbourg in 
early April. He will meet with young 
people from countries throughout the 
European Union and experience first 
hand the enormity of the European 
Parliament.
Well done to Daniel on his success and 
we are sure that he will be an exem-
plary ambassador for Denbigh High 
School.

Daniel is now the fourth Denbigh High 
Student who has found success in this 
competition. Gareth White, Jake 
Povah and Inah de la Cruz have 
all enjoyed this wonderful experience. 

Entry is only open to those who have 
studied a GCSE Modern Foreign Lan-
guage, so already the GCSE has pro-
vided these students with real oppor-
tunities!

Alice Edwards Came 
2nd in the 200m Individual Medley 
and came 3rd in the 100m Breast-
stroke. 

She was representing Denbighshire at 
the URDD National Swimming finals in 
Cardiff International Swimming Pool in 
January 2012. 
She will be taking part in the Welsh Na-
tionals in Swansea in April and we wish 
her the best of luck.

Our Good Luck  wishes  go to 
Sean-Isaac Parry who is currently 
competing in the qualifying rounds for 
the British Ice Skating Championships 
which take place later this year.

Items Wanted
We are looking for any unwanted 
small electrical items to utilise in the 
Food Technology/Catering department.
In addition, if you have any utensils, 
particularly saucepans that you could 
or would like to donate these would
be very gratefully received.
Mrs J. Danes
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continued from page 1.....high for weeks 
and the trippers had been giving daily 
updates as to how many weeks/days and 
hours there were before we left.
The bus set off at 7.15 PM on Thursday, 
March 8th, 2012. Thirty-six exuberant 
pupils and six intrepid members of staff 
arrived punctually so that we got off to a 
prompt start. The wheels of the bus went 
round and round for many, many miles 
(249 in all) before we got to Dover and 
the ferry crossing point. It was a weary 
group of travellers who awaited the ar-
rival of a fresh driver before we were 
loaded onto the ferry. Under strict in-
structions to stay close to staff and not to 
wander on deck, tired pupils slumbered 
their way across the English Channel on 
what must have been one of the calmest 
nights imaginable. Mobile phones up-
dated themselves, watches were wound 
forward, and as we rolled off the ferry, it 
was a misty and murky Calais that greet-
ed us at just before 6AM.
There was silence on the bus for sev-
eral hours as most of us caught up on 
much-needed sleep! The fuel stop just 
before we got to the outskirts of Paris 
woke us all up and gave us an opportu-
nity to practise our French as we ordered 
baguettes, croissants and much-needed 
coffee. Excitement levels grew as we got 
nearer and nearer to Paris with many 
year 9 pupils photographing the numer-
ous examples of graffiti as we went 
through the outskirts, stating that it was 
great research for their Art project!
By now, clear blue skies heralded our 
approach and it really was a case of Paris 
in springtime as we experienced warm 
sunshine once we got off the bus at the 
Eiffel Tower. The Eiffel Tower was a ma-
jestic and memorable sight that day and 
every single student made the most of 
the opportunity to view Paris from the 
top of the tower. It was a glorious morn-
ing and one that will live in their memo-

ries for ever, I’m sure.
We left Paris and made for the area of 
the hotel early in the afternoon. A visit 
to a nearby retail park enabled a quick 
MacDonald’s stop – yet another oppor-
tunity to practise our French – followed 
by a foray to the magical world of the 
French hypermarket. The hour that we 
spent there sped by as students and staff 
stocked up on souvenirs and snacks at a 
fraction of the Disney Park prices.
The hotel was a welcome sight for weary 
travellers. A couple of hours to unpack 
and unwind meant that we were re-
freshed for our three course evening 
meal at the hotel and a couple of free 
hours after the meal were spent play-
ing pool, playstation, cards or generally 
socialising. We all retired to our rooms 
at 10.00 PM, and not a sound was heard 
all night until the early morning mobile 
sounds heralded the dawn of our 
Disney Day.

After a tasty continental breakfast, during 
which one young man – who shall remain 
nameless – managed to consume 16 pain 
au chocolat, we made our way to the 
park. Excitement reached fever pitch as 
meeting point and times were explained, 

Madame 
McCauley and 
Mr Skeoch got 
in the French 
fun spirit !
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tickets were  doled out and the group 
made its way around the park. The skies 
were a little grey, but fortunately, rain did 
not make an appearance. Everyone en-
joyed their day and it was great that we 
were able to visit both parks this year, 
just about managing to make it back to 
Disneyland in time to see the St David’s 
Day parade. It was lovely to see Mickey 
and Minnie decked out in the Welsh 
costumes as they made their way around 
the park, accompanied by several Urdd 
national winners.
A last tour of the parks was made before 
we all met up again at 7.00 PM so that 
we could make our way to the Pizza de 
la Roma for our evening meal. The res-
taurant was decked out with Welsh flags 
and the welcome was as warm this year 
as it was last year. We could not dawdle, 
however, as we had decided to make our 
way back to the park to see the celebra-
tory fireworks at 10 PM. The lights of the 
Park made for a memorable sight, the 
fireworks lit up the night sky in a brilliant 
display of cascading colours – and then 
it was time to wend our weary way back 
to the bus, just one small group in the 
midst of thousands.
Sunday was a day of travel – and some-
how, a return journey always seems 
quicker. The first bout of bad weather 
only happened as we got onto the A55 
to be greeted by thick fog and driving 
rain. It did not matter, however, we were 
journeying home with enough memories 
to last a life-time.
And will we do it again? Yes we will! As 
soon as confirmation of cost is received, 
letters of invitation will go out and hope-
fully a new group of Denbigh High School 
students will experience the joys of the 
St David’s Day Festival in Paris.

Happy Pupils had a great time

Tomos Jones, Jordan Carter, Tobias Ralph, 
Lauren Davies, Alice Edward, Frazer Baker, 
Luke Cywinski, Osian Lucas, Kieran Davies.

Shannon Roberts, Lucie Chinnery-Williams, 
Lauren Richardson, Charlene Poynter, Bethany 
Davies, Ffion Bennett

Lauren Dean, Sophie Wynne, Hannah Horden, 
Alice Edwards, Sophie Horden, Kate Jones, 
Lowri Davies, Jessikah Falshaw
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PLANT A TREE 
FOR THE JUBILEE!
During February the S.E depart-
ment secured a donation of 430 
trees of various varieties from the 
Woodland Trust. This is in honour 
of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. 
We have joined the millions of people 
across the U.K who will plant 6 million 
trees in total.
With HRH The Princess Royal as Patron, 
the Jubilee Woods project aims to cre-
ate hundreds of Jubilee Woods and 60 
special Diamond Woods, transforming 
the landscape in a generation and pro-
viding a lasting and meaningful tribute 
for many years to come.

We have donated and delivered trees 
to St. Kentigern Hospice, St. Asaph 
Cathedral, Glan Clwyd Hospital, St. 
Mary’s and St. Marcella’s Churches, 
Ysgol Frongoch, Happy Days Day Nurs-
ery in Rhyl, Brookhouse Mill, Ysgol Plas 
Brondyffryn, Ysgol Bodfari, Llanerch 
R.D.A, Ysgol Heulfre, North Clwyd Ani-
mal Rescue Trelogan and Denbighshire 
Countryside Services Upper Denbigh 
woods.
To find out more about the Woodland 
Trust visit jubileewoods.org.uk 
As part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubi-
lee celebrations pupils at Denbigh High 
have been busy planting trees provided 

by the Woodland Trust. They join thou-
sands of pupils across the UK who are 
involved in planting a total of 1 million 
trees throughout February/March. The 
Woodland Trust provided a total of 430 
trees for the school to plant around 
Denbighshire.  Included in the pack 
were two Royal Oak trees grown on the 
Queen’s estates. On 29th February Mr 
Medwyn Williams Mayor of Denbigh met 
with year 8 and 10 pupils and Mr Mol-
loy, Head teacher, to plant the oak trees 
in the school grounds as an ongoing 
reminder of the Queen’s reign.  

Special Needs pupils have already plant-
ed more than 50 trees in the Upper 
Denbigh Woods as part of their ongoing 
work in the community.  ‘We have plans 
to plant the trees in local parks, North 
Wales Animal Rescue Centre, Llanerch 
Riding Centre, Tweedmill, St Kentigerns, 
Glan Clwyd Cancer Centre, local church-
es and many more venues throughout 
March’, said Mrs Davies who is coordi-
nating the planting schedule. ‘We want 
to work with the local community in en-
hancing our surroundings and this is an 
excellent project to take on.’  Our sin-
cere thanks go to the Woodland Trust 
for providing all the trees that will be 
enjoyed by many members of the local 
community in the future.
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Denbigh High Comes to 
Animal Rescue
Following an article in the 
Standard newspaper highlight-
ing the plight of the North Clwyd 
Animal Rescue Centre at Trelo-
gan near Holywell, staff and pu-
pils at Denbigh High School have 
been on a fund raising cam-

paign. 
Despite the public being advised 
not to give kittens and puppies 
as Christmas presents many are 
ignoring this advice and, as a 
result, the rescue centre has been 
struggling to cope as scores of 
animals are now being dumped 
by their owners. The article 
touched the hearts of staff and 
pupils alike and an animal rescue 
campaign began in earnest. Pu-
pils have donated food, bedding, 
blankets and money to help with 
the ever-increasing abandoned 

pet population. On the 6th March, staff 
from the centre visited the school to 
accept a cheque for £100 and numer-
ous amounts of food and bedding. The 
money came mostly from spare change 
that Years 7 and 8 pupils had in their 
pockets after lunch.  This shows that 
no amount is too small.  Every penny 
raised will help the animals.

North Clwyd Animal Res-
cue visits Denbigh High.
Poppy the dog accompanied by 
Nicky and Owen from the North 
Clwyd Animal Rescue Cen-
tre visited Denbigh High on 
Tuesday 6th March to par-
ticipate in a year 7 assem-
bly.
 During February the S.E de-
partment had been busy collect-
ing donations of food, blankets 
and toys in aid of the centre. 
Years 7 and 8 had also been 
giving spare change which 
amounted to a substantial dona-
tion. The cheque and supplies 
were presented by the Mr Mol-
loy  during the assembly. The 

students were extremely interested in 
the work of the centre and the presen-
tation provoked an interesting question 
and answer session. Poppy was thor-
oughly well behaved throughout!



Page 8

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk

SEE MORE GREAT PICTURES AND THE PROGRAMME ON THE DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL WEBSITE
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SEE MORE GREAT PICTURES AND THE PROGRAMME ON THE DENBIGH HIGH SCHOOL WEBSITE
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Readathon can support others 
and develop pupils’ own love 
of and skills in reading.
This year we are asking year 7 and 8 
pupils to be involved with the well es-
tablished and popular Readathon. This 
is a sponsored read, to help three very 
worthwhile charities:
• Readwell which provides books 
and storytellers to children in hospital;
•  CLIC Sargent which provides vital 
support to children and young people 
with cancer and their families;
• Roald Dahl’s Marvellous Children’s 
Charity which helps seriously ill and 
disabled children.
Following the assembly, pupils in years 
7 and 8 have been given a sponsorship 
form, a book marker, and a £1 token 
towards the cost of a book should they 
wish to purchase one.
We hope that through taking part in 
the Readathon, pupils will not only gain 
great satisfaction from helping other 
children with life - threatening condi-
tions, but also benefit from reading and 

enjoying the books that they have cho-
sen. 
Denbigh High School library has a wide 
selection of books to suit every inter-
est, and is open to pupils before school, 
break time and lunch time.  I am al-
ways available to give advice and sup-
port each pupil in their search for the 
right book.
continued on next page

We Started‘Readathon’ 
in March, to coincide 
with World Book Day, 
1st March. This is a spon-
sored read undertaken by 
years 7 and 8, with the 

proceeds being shared between the Roald Dahl Trust, 
which provides books in hospitals  for  young patients 
and CLIC Sergent, which is a charity which supports  
young people with cancer, as many of you know, I 
have  had personal experience of  this wonderful char-
ity and  the marvellous  work they do. If  you  have 
keen readers in your tutor groups who are  not years 
7 and 8, but would  like to take part, please ask them 
to come to the library where I can supply them with 
both the Readathon forms and also a £1 book token. 

The  main drive  behind the Readathon is to drive  forward pupils literacy. There 
have been two assemblies with a representive from CLIC Sergent who came to give  
a small talk and show a very short DVD. It was free to anybody.  
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I have taken the opportunity to attach 
a recommended reading list and identi-
fied which books are currently available 
in the school library for pupils to bor-
row.

To support the Readathon, the English 
Department will be launching the year 
7 Reading Record which encourages 
and supports reading during the re-
mainder of the year and summer holi-
days.  Each book that is read counts 
towards the award of one of three 
Reading Certificates:

  5 Books  - Bronze Award
10 Books  - Silver Award
15 Books  - Gold Award 

SUGGESTED READING LIST 
FOR ‘READATHON’

David Almond    The Savage
Ros Asquith          Ace Ghost Buster series
Chris Bradford       The way of the Warrior
John Boyne   The Boy in the Striped 
    Pyjamas
Michael Carroll        The New Heroes Series
Eoin  Colfer            Artemis Fowl Series
Roald Dahl            All Books
Alan Gibbons         Total Football Series
Paul Jennings        Unreal Series
C S Lewis               The Narnia Chronicles
Karen McCombie     All Books
Andy McNab           Boy Soldier Series
Michael Morpurgo   All Books
Robert Muchamore  Cherub Series
Jenny oldfield         The Wilde Family Series
J K Rowling           Harry Potter Series
Chris Ryan            Wildfire Series
Darren Shan          Bec Series
Lemony Snicket      All Books
R L Stine               Goosebumps Series
Jackie Wilson        All books

Also a wide selection of both non fiction and 
fiction books available.

College Taster Days
On Thursday 8th of March the S.E 
department organised a visit to a 
land based careers taster day at 
Northop College for Year 10 and 
11 students. They were able to sam-
ple workshops in horticulture, small ani-
mal care, equine studies and floristry. 
All the students found it interesting and 
enjoyable and it gave them an insight 
into college life. 
Those participating in the floristry work-
shop created their own arrangements 
along with designing flower corsages 
both of which they were able to take 
home. 

The students were given “goody bags” 
along with college t-shirts and college 
course information packs. 

Congratulations 
to Lydia Carter 
7A(pictured left) 
receiving her Gold 
Star from the Head 
Teacher and Con-
gratulations to 

Tom Roythorne also from 7A, who 
recieved a Gold Star this Term. 
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Sky Sports Living Tag 
Rugby Project
Girls from year 7, 8 and 9 have 
been having a go at some Tag 
Rugby sessions in their P.E 
lessons. The sessions proved popu-
lar and in conjunction with Sky Sports 
Living and 5x60 a Girls Tag Rugby after 
school club was formed. 20 pupils have 
been participating in Tag Rugby ses-
sions after school on a Wednesday and 
played their first fixtures against Ysgol 
y Grango and Penly from Wrexham. 
The project was accepted by Sky Sports 
Living and the 20 pupils will receive an 
Athlete visit from Rugby League super-
star Paul Broadbent in May.
 

Sports 
Relief
On Friday 
the 23rd of 
March pupils 
ran, hopped, 
skipped and jumped 
1, 2, 3 or 4 miles during their 
P.E lesson. Pupils fundraised £975 for 
the charity and Isaac Lamberton  from 
7B recieved a 5x60 hoodie for fund-
raising  £165 . There was also a  very 

exciting Teachers Vs 6th Form Sports 
Relief basketball match at lunchtime in 
the sports hall that helped raise funds. 

The Olympics Are Coming
With less than 200 days to go 
until London 2012, 5x60 has 
arranged some county compe-
titions wich will take place in 
May.
Thursday 3rd May - BMX and Road 
Bike at Marsh Track in Rhyl
Wednesday 9th May - Canoe Sprint 
and Slalom at the Warf in Llangollen

Wednesday 16th May - 
Badminton, Squash and 
Tennis at Prestatyn Leisure 
Centre
Wednesday 23rd May 
- Girls Football, Boys 
Hockey and Goal Ball 
at St. Asaph Leisure 
Centre.

Your 5x60 officer 
will be around 
soon with de-
tails on how 
you can rep-
resent your 
school at 
an event. 

RUGBY Opposite page a copy of 
the Letter Tomos Eden recieved to 
be selected to play rugby for The Pro-
vincial North East Wales Team against 
Carmarthen Schools, on 15th March 
2012. 
Well done Tom !

Rampworx

23 pupils f
rom Denbigh High School enjoyed 

a 5x60 trip
 to Rampworx s

kate park in
 Liv

er-

pool on Monday t
he 19th. 
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YEAR 11 DE-STRESS
On March 8th as part of the 
schools Health and Wellbeing 
Day, our year 11 students took 
part in a stress management 
session with a difference. The 

session was run by Pol Wong (Shaolin 
name Shi Yong Jie) a Welsh Shaolin 
Monk. Pol has been training in martial 
arts since the age of 10 and trained 
for many years at the Shaolin Temple, 
China. Pol Wong has had a glitter-
ing career in martial arts. He has won 
many international tournaments and 
championships in many countries and 
across disciplines, including Kung fu, 
kickboxing and weapons. In 2002 Wong 
retired from competition as undefeated 
W.U.M.A. Welsh kickboxing champion 
and European freestyle middleweight 
champion after becoming ordained as a 
33rd generation Shaolin monk. He did 
make a brief comeback in 2005 when 
he won the European open kickboxing 
championships in Prague. Pol believes 
that 'True martial arts are not about 
competition or sport but about self de-

velopment. I have enjoyed a successful 
career in competition but to me it has 
always about learning and testing my 
Kung fu'.  

Pol, using his many years of experi-
ence, spent time discussing his lifestyle 
and history with our students. Then 
he took them through a specially con-

structed session, consisting of breath-
ing techniques and fluid movements 
taken from a combination of different 
martial arts. This was to give our stu-
dents an alternative method for dealing 
with upcoming exam stress that they 
can carry out in their own time. 

Both students and staff clearly en-
joyed the day and gained much from 
not just his skills but also an insight into 
his life style. 
Anyone who would like further informa-
tion can contact Miss C Boczek.
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RECYCLE YOUR OLD 
PLANT POTS - PLEASE!
The Supportive Education 
Department has once again 
been busy sowing seeds in the 
greenhouse. Soon we will need 
to pot up the seedlings and 
this uses a lot of plant pots 
and bedding trays. Please would 
you check in your sheds and perhaps 
grandparents sheds too. Any old plant 

pots would be useful, particularly the 
smaller ones and also any bedding plant 
trays or seed trays. Also any excess 
seeds you do not plan to use may be 
useful to us. With our own aim to recy-
cle we will also be making some paper 
pots. All our plant labels are made from 
recycling margarine tubs or similar.
Research has shown that young peo-
ple who grow plants and do garden-
ing generally connect better with other 
areas of education and interests.  There 
is also the added bonus of raising much 
needed funds as we sell the plants later. 
We need your support to make this ef-
fective. 

We have sown a variety of summer 
flowers, vegetable seeds and herbs. 
They will be on sale when they are 
ready to plant out. We have small pots 
of lettuce and rocket salad ready for 
sale, either to plant out later or to use 
as ‘cut and come again’, just ask in S.E.
So please, don’t throw away your old 
plant pots and bedding trays, send 
them in to school.
Thank you for your support.
Joyce Bowen
S.E.

The Library
The library has been very busy 
this term with the launch of 
the ‘Reading Challenge’ and 
especially the ‘READATHON’. 
We have continued to add to the stock 
of books available in the Library, and 
can boost a really good selection of 
both Fiction and Non Fiction books.
The Chess and Game Club meet every 
lunch time and welcome new members.
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Professsional Footballer 
at Denbigh High School 
Our 6th Form BTEC Sport class 
had the great pleasure of be-
ing in the presence of a former 

Liverpool, Wrexham and Welsh
international, Lee Jones (pic-
tured in red). He was accompanied 
by Brett Jones (in black top LHS) who 
is currently working with Wrexham F.C. 
in the local community and we held a 

question and answer session which 
gave us a valuable insight into the life 
of a former professional footballer. 
It was also a great benefit to our 
course which currently involves study-
ing sports injuries and who better to 
question than someone who has bro-
ken their leg twice! We would like to 
thank Lee and Brett for their fantastic 
co-operation and giving their valuable 
time to come and see us. 

27th March 2012
Dear Parents & Carers,

Another busy and exciting term draws 
to a close. We have had events from 
the School Production to the Paris Trip 
to PSE days with Shaolin monks and 
visits from professional footballers, Ani-
mal Rescue, the Mayor of Denbigh and 
the Rotary Club. All this has taken place 
amongst a myriad of other extra-curric-
ular activities ranging from Rampworx to 
dry slope skiing to Sky Sports tag rugby.

There are some events coming up, a 
very exciting one for our Year 11s is the 
Easter Revision Sessions (I look forward 
to seeing you all there) and the History 
trip to Berlin and Kracow (have a won-
derful and enriching trip). We also have 
our next Inspection taking place on 30th 
April ’12 with a parents meeting with the 
Lead Inspector on that evening. 

Our motto is ‘Succeeding Together - 
Progressing with Pride’ and I want to 
show the Inspectors that we are suc-
ceeding together, that we are proud of 
our school and that we are all working 
together to ensure excellence in learn-
ing. You only have to look at the won-
derful achievements in this newsletter to 
recognise that we should be optimistic 
about the future.

Have a fantastic Easter, be safe and 
come back refreshed and ready for the 
term ahead.

Yours sincerely

S Molloy


