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Congratulations to 
Aimee Robinson  7A. She is 
our first GOLD STAR  winner 
for this school year!!!! Below 
she receives her Gold Certifi-
cate from the Headteacher.

Fundraising for Borneo Trip
Endeavouring DHS students took part in a sponsored 
walk up Snowdon during the summer holidays raising 
approximately £100 each. Continued on page 7
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Total raised at Denbigh High School for Children in Need on Fri-
day 11th November was £668 see page 2 for more on this event.DHS
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It was a case of put your best paw forward when local talent came together in the school hall to 
Perform for Pudsey. The event, organised by 6th former Mark Hughes (Pictured below centre 
centre) and his team of helpers, raised over £600 for Children in Need.
The BBC was so impressed by what the pupils had planned that they came to film and were not 
disappointed. Bands, soloists, dancers, local independent musical theatre academy SHINE and a 
belly dancer with 
snakes made this a 
night to remember.
The hall was full to 
overflowing and, 
along with side stalls 
from local businesses, 
face painting and re-
freshments organised 
by Mrs Todd, Denbigh 
High School students 
certainly showed the 
rest of Wales that 
they know how to or-
ganise a major show-
case.
Extracts from the 
evening were broad-
cast on the main 
Children in Need 
programme on the Friday evening and again on the Best of Wales Children in Need on the Saturday 
night and in the words of one of the presenters of that programme – “How do you follow that?”.

Well… watch this space! Front page top & pictures above by Emma Simpson Year 12
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The school opened its doors to prospective pupils and parents on 6th October. The event was 
very well attended and those who visited were treated to an evening of activities which rep-
resented some of the work which takes place at Denbigh High School during the year. These 
included hands on activities, forensic challenges, fitness activities, performing arts experiences, 
taster sessions and one or two pirates!
This year also saw the introduction of a challenge where stickers had to be collected in order 
to gain a prize. Prizes were handed out to the winners at their primary schools by the Head-
teacher and members of the school community. Front page top & pictures above by Emma Simpson Year 12
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Denbigh High School 
B&Q’s IT ! As part of the AS 
Level Product Design course, year 12 
students have recently paid a visit to 
the B&Q Warehouse in Chester.  
Mr Darren Miller (lighting manager for B&Q) has 
set the students a design brief asking them to 
design and make a light which could be suitable 
for sale in B&Q.  As part of their research the 
students had to carefully analyse the existing 

products available in the store and ask
 the staff questions that might help in the 
design stages.  A really enjoyable day was had 
by all and the Product Designers have already 
started to create some fantastic design ideas!

“LEST WE FORGET”
The Headteacher, accompanied by two year 7 
pupils and two 6th formers observed a minute’s 
silence at the cenotaph in Crown Square, Den-
bigh, on Friday, November 11th. The school bell 
also sounded to mark the silence which was 
observed by all pupils, students and staff.
Two days later, Nel Ceiriog and Joe Turner 
were amongst those who laid a wreath at the 
cenotaph. The wreath, carrying our school 
badge, read – ‘Always in our hearts and our 
thoughts’.  
Thanks to Joe Barnett for his efforts selling 
poppies for the Royal British Legion.Thanks to 
him and every one who supported the appeal 
Denbigh High School has raised £351.79 for the 
cause. 

CYTUN COFFEE MORNINGS
6th form students have recently 
been busy serving coffee, cakes 
and biscuits at the Eirianfa Day 
Centre in Denbigh. During the 
past month, two coffee mornings 
were arranged by the chapels and 
churches of the town and our stu-
dents were there to lend a help-
ing hand and to chat to those who 
attended.
This is a new initiative and the 
school is very proud to have been 
asked to be part of this important 
event in the local community.

Theatre in Education Performance
Dangerous Mates was performed 
to year 11 students on 22nd Novem-
ber, as part of their PSE. The play high-
lighted the dangers of using a mobile 
phone while driving ! 

   Ashley Jones 6th form student the B&Q warehouse
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Flying Success
On October 4th year 12 took 
part in an Engineering Chal-
lenge based in Deeside college.  
The students had to work as a team to solve 
a demanding engineering challenge in a short 
amount of time.  All of Denbigh High Schools 
AS Level Product Design students were very 

successful in the challenge. Jon Jo Hughes was 
awarded a voucher as a prize for his successful 
design.
Engineering Education Scheme Wales (EESW) 
is an Engineering Challenge designed to en-
courage more young people to go in to the 
work of Engineering, a team of between 3 and 
6 students can participate and they are linked 
up with a company which requires a real life 
problem to be solved

The Den-
bigh High 
School 
EESW 
Team is a 
team of 
six hand-

picked Year 12 Product Design Students. On 
October 20th the team went to the Airbus 
Factory in Broughton where we were talked to 
about Engineering, Sustainability and team-
building. We were then given a task by the 
organisers to encourage us to work as a team 
and to improve our communication skills. 
After the talks from the organisers we were 
then paired up with the company which we 
would be working with for the project the 
company we have been grouped with is RWE 
Npower Renewables. We were then introduced 
to our link engineers (our link to the company) 
and we were given our brief by one of the 
organisers from EESW.
Our brief set by the company is “Recent emer-
gency drills have highlighted the need to have 

a means of rescuing an unconscious casualty 
who may fall from the pontoon into the water, 
Design a system that can retrieve an uncon-
scious casualty by a single operative.
– Does not involve the operative being put 
at risk.
– Is able to safely lift the casualty onto 
the pontoon 1.5m above sea level.
– Can be either a fixed strategic location 
or portable to allow use from various locations 
around the pontoon.”
Following our meeting with the EESW Repre-
sentative we were given time to talk as a team 
about the Brief for the Project.
In the afternoon we were talked to about the 
workings of Airbus in Broughton and also what 
engineering jobs are available at the company.
Joe Turner Year 12

Congratulations on 
appointment of Head Boy, Cameron Daw-
son; Head Girl, Ceri Jones; Deputy Head 
Boy, Findley Jenkins and Deputy Head Girl, 
Inah Dela Cruz. The first duty on behalf of 
the school will be to take part in the Denbigh 
Community Carol Service which will be held at 
St Mary’s Church on December 21st.

Cameron Dawson Ceri Jones

TOP CHEMISTRY 
Pupils from Years 9, 10 and 11 attended the 
RSC “Top of the Bench” Chemistry competi-
tion in Bangor University on Wednesday, 
7th December. The team were 4th out of 7 
schools and the whole experience was truly 
worthwhile.
The team were :
Yr9: Osian Lucas Cory Wynne and re-
serve Sam Lyons; Yr10 Sumirat Kash-
wara and reserve Sam Harman; Yr 11 
Tabitha Cunliffe and reserve Brendan 
Roberts.
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Congratualtions to 
Chloe Jones, Cathe-
rine White and Olivia 
Shaw
all of 10B for complet-
ing there OCN in Dance 
Level 1. The girls com-
pleted a 3 day course 
with 5x60 and will 
now work with primary 
schools to teach after-
school dance lessons.

DANCE !

WE’RE GOING GREEN 
FOR CHRISTMAS

Pupils in STARS lessons have been studying 
recycling and, in an effort to keep Christmas 
green, have been collecting sweet papers, car-
rier bags and aluminium cans to make a Christ-
mas tree.  So many useful items are simply thrown 
away yet when they are put together can make a 
work of art.  Rubbish can look pretty and, along 
with help from Mrs Davies and Mrs Jones the pupils 
have built the tree using cans and a cardboard tube 
from the middle of a carpet.  Other pupils have 
created decorations using sweet paper wrappers, 
plastic bags and cardboard. The only problem they 
encountered was get-
ting the tree through 
the door as they made 
it too tall! Its there for 
all to see in SE.
Pupils who helped 
build the tree:
Edward Owen
William Edwards
Luca Bradley
Josh Naylor
Adam Roythorne
Carl Morris
Yr 10 
Maddyson Tibbets
Ashley jones
Adam Wheatley
Jess Whalley
Harry Pritchard

Debating Comepetition
Daniel Munday(above left) 
and Sumirat Keshwara
(above right) represented the 
school at the event in the li-
barary. They debated on the 
motion of whether we should 
have the “freedom of Speech”. 
The competition was tough 
and although they did not win 
the event, they did put up a 
very good fight. 

DHS
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Fundraising for Borneo 
continued from page 1
We have also done many bag packing events 
in supermarkets such as Tesco, Morrisons 
Asda. We are really grateful for the generous 
donations from their customers. 
Another fundraising initiative that we do is re-
cycling used printer cartridges and old mobile 
phones where we can claim a small sum of 
money for each item sent away. 
We have been doing some individual 
fundraising events such as curry 
nights, band nights, raffles and we 
have taken up part time jobs.
Our most recent fundraising event 
is an advertising T-Shirt. We are 
contacting local business asking 
them if they would like to put their 
logo on our t-shirts. These t-shirts 
will be worn during fundraising 
events and in photographs in the 
local press. If you are interested in 
putting your logo on our t shirt or 
finding out more about our expedi-
tion please contact Miss Blake on 
dblake@denbighhighschool.co.uk

Canteen 
News
Well done Rhian and team 
on receiving an EXCELLENT 
report from the Enviromen-
tal Health inspectors on 13th 
October.

Bethan Roberts and Alison Hesford were 
selected to be part of a treat which celebrates 
“all that is good about Denbigh”. This 
is an event organised by the Denbigh Busi-
ness Group and was open to 6th form girls. 
The judges, local business people, were look-
ing for young people who would act as role 
models due to their commitment to their 
school community, the town of Denbigh and 
the wider community. Both Bethan and Alison 
are excellent ambassadors for our school and 
their treat on 3rd December(See advertising 
poster to left), which involved a day of chauffer 
driven pampering at Double Crown Hairdress-
ing Salon, Visage and Baroque, followed in 
the evening by a fashion show in which they 
starred along with other young people and 
adults who have made a contribution to the 
town, was well derserved. All those inter-
viewed by the panel also received vouchers 
which can be redeemed at local businesses. 
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Our new R&R policy is based on 
positively encouraging and rewarding excellent 
behaviour. As a result, we have re-introduced 
half termly treats which can be enjoyed by all 
those who have been nominated by their year 
team. 
Our first treat saw the next N-DUBZ, First Place 
take to the stage. First Place are three talented 
individuals from Bristol.  Singer, rapper and 
song-writer Yomi, Urban Music Award Winner, 
Frenzee and ex stage school student Allegra..
Allegra was not able to attend due to university 
commitments but this did not impact on the 
band’s performance and both pupils and staff 
had a day to remember with songs, quizzes, Q&A 
sessions and autograph signing. 

This half term treat was a concert by 5 piece 
band Half Way To New York.  Shown singing 
in the school hall (left).

On the 16th and 17th of November 
a selection of pupils(See below) 
from Year 8 went on a journey out 
of school to the Northop Hall to 
learn about the dangers of smoking. 
During our journey we learnt about what 

was in a cigarette and how smoking can be 
prevented.
The focus of the course was to reduce 
smoking amongst young people. We learnt 
how to encourage our peers from trying 
their first cigarette or for those who have 
already started, to help them work through 
the stages of smoking. 
During the two day adventure the fifteen 
Year 8 pupils had a great time learning 
about smoking in a fun way. Sam Roberts, 
one of the pupils who was in the group 
reported “It was very good, a very good 
experience with lots of facts to give. I learnt 
an awful lot. I learnt that there are fifteen 
poisons in one cigarette such as rat poison, 
bleach, chemicals from a battery and plas-
tic. I also learnt that if your parents smoke 
you are three times more likely to smoke 
yourself when you grow up”. 
As you can see, it is definitely been an 
information packed journey for the Year 8s. 
As part of the follow up, we have acted in 
an assembly for the whole of Year 8 and 
will also do the same for Years 7 and 9 after 
Christmas. 

THE DANGERS OF SMOKING
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“Are we there yet?”.
A phrase often heard during our 
Self Help Day but all who walked 
summed it up at the end as 
“Fantastic”. Despite occasional 
showers, spirits were high as 
pupils, students and staff set out 
to conquer the Clwydian Hills in 
aid of charity. A total of £2,073 
was raised. School Council reps will determine which charities they wish 
to support having consulted with their year groups. Thanks to all of you 
who walked and who supported the event in any way.

Self Help Day 2011Self Help Day 2011
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The W.T. Williams Memorial 
Prize in History (worth £1000)
The family of Mr W.T. Williams, a former  
long-servingGovernor of this school, has set 
up a fund in his memory to award an annual 
prize to the student who has achieved the 
highest standard in the study of history. The 
prize of £1000 for 2011 has been awarded to 

Gareth White 
who achieved 
an A* grade in 
A level History 
in August 2011. 
Gareth was the 
first student in 
Denbigh High to 
achive the new 
award of A* in 
History. It was 
an outstanding 
achievement and 
Gareth is to be 
congratulated 

on his efforts. He has since   matriculated 
in Bangor University to Study Modern Lan-
guages with some History. We wish him every 
success in his studies. 
Gareth has also been awarded a £4500 schol-
arship by Bangor University. Gareth’s lecturer, 
Professor Irvine, says this is as a result of 

his achievement at A level and his success 
at gaining an A* in GCSE French in Year 
10 followed by a B in Yr 11 after only one 
year of study along with his overall excellent 
grades at GCSE level in all other subjects. 
Gareth now plans to travel around Europe in 
the summer focusing on Italy as he has just 
started to learn the language.

Big-time Acting
I know you will all be 
happy to hear that one 
of our ex students, 
Gareth Aled Williams 
(Llandyrnog) who gave 
such an inspirational 
speech at the Yr11 Prom last year has be-
come a member of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company. This is an amazing achievement for 
one so young and so well deserved. When-
ever Gareth comes back home he always 
contacts us to ask if he can come into school 
to do workshops with our pupils - showing 
how close he holds DHS in his heart. He was 
home over one weekend and popped in to 
teach 2 sessions with the 6th form on Tues-
day. He then left for London where he had an 
audition for the RSC on the Wednesday. He 
was offered a role in  the RSC’s production 
of “The Heart Of Robin Hood”  (www.rsc.org.
uk) and will also understudy lead male roles 
in other RSC productions. He rehearsed in 
London until Nov 12th, then moved to Strat-
ford Upon Avon until 
Jan 7th. 
Also, another ex stu-
dent, Oliver King is 
now appearing in the 
West End production of 
Wicked.

Great Score                       
Former Denbigh High School pupil 
Matthew Jones graduated on recent-
ly with a First Class Honours degree 
in Football Studies from Solent 
University in Southampton. He is 
only the 8th person to be awarded a first in 
the 8 years the course has been running and 
he is the only one of this year's course group 
to have a full time job in football as he is em-
ployed full time by Rhyl FC and one evening 
and two mornings a week with Wrexham FC

SUCCESS EXCESS of ex Denbigh High 
School pupils
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What Amazing 
Students from 
Real life hero Jacob Gallagher 
(who left Denbigh High School 
last year) saved a woman’s life 
by pulling her from a burning 
car seconds before it exploded 
into a fireball.
Brave Jacob, 19, of Caerwys, dragged the 
trapped driver of the car, which had crashed 
into a tree, to safety, when smoke started 
pouring from the bonnet.
Moments later the car burst into flames.
Jacob was driving along the A541 between 
Bodfari and Caerwys at around 8.20pm on 
Monday when he sprang into action.
“I spotted a car up ahead which had left the 
road and it was stuck under a fallen tree,” he 
said.
“I pulled my car over and ran over to see 
what had happened. There was a woman in 
the driver’s seat and she was squashed up 
against the window.”
Jacob called the emergency services and 
began talking to the driver to help keep her 
calm.
But he had to make a split-second decision 
when he noticed smoke coming from the bon-
net.
“All of a sudden there were flames and I knew 
I had to do something,” he said.
“I clambered over the tree, pulled the driver 
through the passenger door and dragged her 
away from the car.
“Then there was a loud boom and the car just 
seemed to explode. There were flames every-
where. It was too close for comfort.”
Paramedics, police and fire crews arrived soon 
after with firefighters wearing breathing ap-
paratus to extinguish the blaze.
Former Denbigh High School student Jacob, 
who is a ski and watersports instructor, add-
ed: “The driver was confused and shaken up 
but she wasn’t too badly hurt.
“I’ve had to carry out a lot of training includ-
ing first aid and mountain rescue as part of 
my job. I think that meant I was prepared and 
knew what to do.”

Jacob’s heroic actions capped an eventful day 
as his older sister Pippa, 25, had given birth 
to a little girl at Glan Clwyd Hospital, Bodel-
wyddan earlier that day.
He said: “I was actually driving home from 
seeing my new niece Nancy-Jane in the hos-
pital when it all happened. It was quite a day 
and is not something I will forget in a hurry.”
His uncle, Scott Gallagher, 43, of Connah’s 
Quay, said he was “extremely proud” of his 
nephew.
“What he did is very admirable. As soon as I 
heard about what he had done I thought he 
deserved some recognition,” he said.
“You never know how you will react when you 
find yourself in that situation.
“Young people get a lot of criticism but Ja-
cob’s actions show they are not all bad.”
A spokesman for the North Wales Fire and 
Rescue Service said: “We were called with a 
report of a vehicle which had hit a tree and 
caught on fire. One crew attended and extin-
guished the fire using two hose reel jets and 
a dry foam extinguisher. The fuel tank had 
ruptured and we used environmental equip-
ment to make sure fuel did not enter the 
watercourse.”

Yet another of our ex students has 
enjoyed success this week. Rachel Tate, who 
was a 6th form student with us has won Miss 
European 2011. See picture below.
Rachael, who works as a families’ caseworker 
specialising in children with disabilities, will 
be keeping herself busy with a variety of ap-
pearances from photo shoots to promotions, 
articles to judging contests in the UK.

DHS
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Former Denbigh High School student, Miles 
Todd has been celebrating after successfully 
completing his qualification and being placed in 
the top three of his category at a national level, 
both within a matter of weeks of each other.
The twenty three year old from Rhuddlan, who 
is also Deputy Head Greenkeeper at Rhud-
dlan Golf Club, marked the completion of his 
NVQ level 3 in Sports Turf Management by 
qualifying for the final rounds of the prestigious 
British and International Golf Greenkeepers As-
sociation’ (BIGGA), Toro Student Greenkeeper 
of the Year Award 2011. Miles then finished 
in a very respectable joint second place in the 
competition final.

Carrying on the DHS ‘success of former 
students’ story  is, Aaron Williams, of Lla-
ndyrnog, who is enjoying a successful career as 
a session guitarist. His most recent TV appear-
ance was on the Alan Carr show playing with 
One Direction. He also got to meet Bear Grylls 
and Lee Evans which in his words “…was a 
plus”!

Year 7 Spelling Bee 
Cymraeg/French
Year 7 pupils are busy learning a list of 50 
words and the correct spellings in both Welsh 
and French! They are taking part in a competi-
tion organised by Routes into Languages. The 
competition is open to schools across Wales. 
There are various stages which 
see pupils progressing forward 
based on how many spellings 
they can do. But they don’t just 
have to spell the word – they 
have to use the respective 
French or Welsh alphabets! Yes, 
it is definitely a challenge but one that year 
7 pupils have taken on with real enthusiasm. 
To support them they can access resources 
on Moodle for both Cymraeg and French. This 
means that they can get family at home in-
volved too! As the preparation got under way, 
we have all realised that spelling isn’t easy but 
this challenge has given us a chance to try out 
different spelling strategies and see what works 
best for us.
Competition dates:
16.12.11 – Stage 1: Class competition: Two 
representatives from each class for French and 
two for Welsh will go forward to stage 2
10.02.12 – Stage 2: School

Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff, parents and pupils for making this 
such a fantastic term. I have been delighted with the progress we have made and the way in 
which the young people have responded to the learning challenges they have faced, both 
academically and in extracurricular activities.
A special note must go to Year 11 who have stepped up to the plate in terms of determination to 
do their best in their GCSE’s. They have attended after school revision sessions, lunch time revi-
sion sessions, sessions at half term and at weekends. Well done to all those who have taken part. 
Obviously it is vital that we maintain the effort right the way through the exams to ensure that 
each and every one of you gets the best possible results.
There have also been a myriad of exciting events throughout the term, many of which are in this 
newsletter already. They range from ‘Perform for Pudsey’ on TV and Rotary events to Chemistry 
competitions and national quizzes. The treats have gone down especially well!
We have had many visitors to the school, the immunisation team, P.C Chris, local business people 
as ‘Dragons’ and several prospective parents, all of whom have commented on how well behaved 
and polite your young people have been. I really feel that we are achieving our motto of 
‘succeeding together-progressing with pride’.
Have a fantastic Christmas break and I look forward to seeing you all refreshed 
and ready for another exciting term at our school. Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda!
    Simeon Molloy

Guitar Man

Green Man


