
Highschool Matters
FOR DENBIGH HIGH

Special congratulations
to Findlay Jenkins
(left) who is the
Denbigh candidate
chosen to participate
for the Rotary Youth
Leadership Award. We
are extremely proud
that he is the fourth
consecutive DHS
student to successfully

progress through the interview stage and be
offered a place on the Leadership course
which takes place in August at Arthog.

Mr Derrick Jones the
Chair of Governors
at Denbigh High
School was delighted
to take time out of
his busy schedule to
visit the school to
congratulate some
of our extremely tal-
ented pupils.

Tabitha Jones (left) accepts
a trophy on behalf of her
fellow students who took part
in a mechanical engineering
competition at Kronaspan. Not
only did the team's problem
solving skills win them the
trophy but their solution to
the problem has now gone
into production with the

company.

More on Pages 2 and 3
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Congratulations to all our

CHAMPIONS !
Denbigh High School's
victorious Swimming
team (above) who won
the Flintshire and
Denbighshire Swimming
Gala at Connah's Quay.
Individual  winners at the
Denbighshire and
Flintshire swimming gala
are :-
Gold:
Alice Edwards
Stephen Lewis
Silver:
Alice Edwards
Luke Farley
Liam Hayes
Fay Fox Byrne
Nakita Dickerson,
Daniel Whitfield
Bronze:
Andy Underwood.

County Athletics Overall Champions, Middle Boys,
who achieved success at Deeside recently. Above : Andy
Clark, Danny Jones, Jake Jones, Ceiran Lucas,
Jeven Mitchell and Aiden Bell.

Conwy County Table-tennis Championship
Winners(above) Sam Mc Arthur, Connor
Brookes, Faye Evans and Josh Parry,  Pictured
here with Headteacher Alison Duncan and their
Winners Trophy.
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Athletics:
Year 7 and Year 8 Athletics
Competition took place recently at
Deeside Athletics Stadium. There
were some fantastic individual
performances. The Year 7 Boys
came 2nd overall, most notable was
Lloyd Hogg winning the 100m and
200m. In Year 8 Alice Edwards
won the 1,500 and came 2nd in the 800m. Corey Wynne, Ashley Andrews and
Sam Lyons also had some great performances. Year 7 girls came 7th overall, the
year 8 girls came 3rd and
year 8 boys  came 4th

overall.
The Team are shown top
right.

Cricket:
Denbigh High School
has reached the finals
in the U15 age group
and in the semi finals in
the U12 and U14.

 to Alice Edwards 8B
who has been com-
peting in an Interna-
tional Swimming
competition in Cardiff.

 She was the youngest
competitor in her age
group by 2 years and
managed to qualify for
every final, achieving
a PB (personal best) in
every race .

A group of Year 7 and 8
pupils were involved in
creating a children’s book
about the North Wales
Hospital in Denbigh.  The
pupils worked really well at
this, and thoroughly enjoyed
helping the author Polly
Snape.  They were thrilled
to see the book finally
published and being sold to
members of the public.
There is a copy in the school
library if anyone wishes to
take a look.
To give thanks to our pupils,
they were invited to a
production where primary
school children performed
an improvised play about
the hospital.
Our pupils found this
extremely worthwhile and
rewarding and they enjoyed
every minute of it.  From
this, they were asked by
the Wireless in Wales
Museum, to attend an
Exhibition held at the Town

Hall in Denbigh.  Here, they
learnt about the history of
the radio and how it has
developed through time.
The Civic Society members
who arranged the exhibition
were very happy that pupils
from Denbigh High School
were able to attend and that
they participated so well in
the event.  The Wireless in
Wales Team are now
looking forward to
developing their links with
the school and wish to
involve pupils in workshops
which they hope will be
engaging to children and
young people and relevant
to the national curriculum.
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A heartfelt thanks to all staff, students and pupils past and present who
contributed in any way to the success of a very special visit to the school
by children from Chernobyl. This was a most moving and fun filled day at
Denbigh High School and we are honoured to have been involved.There
are now 34 youngsters travelling back home, wearing our school
sweatshirt and taking with them unforgettable memories. Diolch o waelod
calon,  thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Miss G. Ceiriog

ЧОРНОБИЛЬ
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This newsletter is also available as a PDF file on The Denbigh High School Website at
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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Staff and pupils from Denbigh
High school met with Adrian
Hibbert from the
Denbighshire Countryside
Services volunteer group
to erect more bird boxes
made from recycled materials
built by pupils of the school.
This is a follow on from the
celebrations in May 2010 when
teachers from across Europe
visited the school and North
Wales  area as part of the
Comenius Project,  funded by
the EU. In this project pupils
have been working on health
and environmental isues.
Pictured here are 11-14 year
old pupils who form part of the
school's social skills project
and representaves of the
school's Eco Council. Pupils
have been working hard with
Mr Hibbert to transform the
woods by clearing away
rubbish, planting new trees,
erecting bird boxes and
building walls and fencing.
Year 8 pupils will again be
visiting the woods as part of
their PSE day in July where the
focus will be planting trees and
shrubs that will support
endangered insects such as
butterflies and bees.

GLAN LLYN
By Natalie McCall Year 7
The annual Year 7 trip with Blessed
Edward Jones took place at the start of
the term. It was a very worthwhile trip
with all students having the chance to try
new activities. Despite spending most of
the week trying to dry off from the Llyn
Tegid it was a great week.
In my time in Glan llyn I learnt new skills
and tried new activities. There is so
many activities you can take part in and
they were all fun. I made a lot of new
friends and the staff were really nice. In
Glan Llyn there is beautiful scenery and
the lake is wonderful. I had a brilliant

time here.
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Year 11 GCSE AppliedScience- Chester ZooOn Thursday the 17th of March 71Year 11 Applied Science pupilsvisited Chester Zoo as part oftheir GCSE coursework.Understanding how sciencecan be used in manydifferent workplaces andpositions is a vitalelement to the course.Pupils went

roundin small groupsinterviewing the zoostaff, discovering how they usescience in their jobs. Our pupils were
accompanied by 18 of our Year 12Applied Scientists, their help andsupport on this trip was excellent and

they certainly made our job a lot easier.
All students carried out

their
work maturely

and it
was

noted
by many ofthe zoo staff as to how politeand enthusiastic Denbigh Highstudents are. It was clearthat from all the smiles andlaughter that all of ourstudents and staffthoroughly enjoyed theday.

   C. Boczek
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Science
Gareth Farley
Elen Parry
Jenny Davidson

Maths
Alia Carcallas
Curtis Chadwick
Emma Davies

Geography
Josh Howarth
Luke Farley
Bryony Kemp

PE
Sioned Williams
Sam Nicholson

Drama
Holly Evans

Economics
Matthew Damrell

Business Studies
Matthew Payne
Simon Bond

English
Caitlin McLaughlin
Curtis Chadwick
Lauren Jones

Music
Cail Evans
Kyle Durno

D&T
Alia Caracas
Jess Rowlands (Food/Child.)
Alex Johnson (PD)
Cameron Dawson

Applied Business
Bethany Schofield

RE
Jacob Williams
Sammy Lewis
Louis Bollard

SE
Ffion Bennett
Lauren Jones

Art
Josh Dalallio
Erin Cwthray
Tabitha Jones

Performing Arts
Chelsea Pierce

History
Evan Parkes
Lauren Davies
Louis Bollard

Politics
Joe Lewis

MFL
Jake Jones
Tabitha Cunliffe

Travel and Tourism
Ciaran Young

Cymraeg
Dolcie Taylor
Samantha Lewis
Mathew Roberts

CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT
The following pupils were awarded £10 DHS Reward Card for the period

January – May 2011



9

SE Induction Day
On 29th June a group of Year 6
pupils from various feeder primary
schools visited the Supportive
Education Department for the day
as part of their transition
programme.  They were able to
participate in various activities
throughout the day and meet the

SE team who will support them next
year.  The pupils were able to find
their way around the school  using a
map and quiz. The highlight of the
day was the visit of Jane from the
Reptile and Raptor Society who
brought with her some ‘friends’ to
meet the pupils.  An enjoyable day
was had by all.

Year 10 STEM. Activity
Day at
 Glyndwr University –
Wrexham

Eighteen pupils from Denbigh
High took part in a STEM EVENT
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Maths)
 The day began with an interest-
ing  number of science experi-
ments looking into combustion
which proved to be  popular with
all the pupils.  Some of which
may  now  even consider science
as a career!

 Following this presentation the
pupils were split into groups
with pupils from other schools
and they all were given a
number of activities ranging
from forensic science to alterna-
tive power sources. The day con-
cluded with a presentation from
the multi-million pound company
'Cadburys' when all the pupils
(and staff!) received a free choc-
olate bar to enjoy at the end of
the session.
This was a very successful and
interesting day which gave all
the pupils a further insight into
careers where Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics play a large part.
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Year 5 pupils from Ysgol Frongoch sent a beautiful card to thank
us for hosting and activity day. The pupils enjoyed Art, Design and Technology
and Science lessons. It was pleasure to welcome them to Denbigh High School.

Ms Ceiriog and Mrs Kelly would like
to thank the Denbigh High School
SPY's:-
Gareth White

Robyn Owen
Sean Clark
Joe Barnett
Inah De La Cruz
Emma Roberts
Ceri Jones
Gemma Rogers
for all their hard work over the past
twelve months.
This is the first year the SPY project
has been running and they have done
a great job in helping to set up this
new scheme, as a result, we can now

go on to develop the project and carry
it forward into next year. Their
contribution to all SPY events has been
both enthusiastic and well organized.
The SPY lends a sympathetic ear to
pupils who approach them regarding
various issues and is able to advise
them which staff would be best placed
to help or advise them.
We hope this has been a worthwhile
experience for them and that they
have learnt new skills which they will
be able to draw upon later in life.
 We wish them all the best of luck for
the future.
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In June two groups of SE pupils were
able to visit Ruthin Gaol. This gave the
pupils the experience of life in a British
prison in years gone by. Some were
able to dress up in costumes, experi-
ence the dark cell and understand the
hardship and misery of life in the last
century.
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The pupils are hard at work
fundraising for the expedition to
Borneo in the summer of 2012.
They will be taking part in a
sponsored walk up Snowdon on

Wednesday 20th July. They have
also been selling ice creams and

taking on part time jobs. We are
recycling used printer cartridges
and old mobile phones. If anyone
would like to donate any of these
to the Borneo Expedition group
please get in touch with Miss
Blake.

On 22nd June SE pupils were involved
in community work in the upper
Denbigh Woods again.  Under the
supervision of Mr Adrian Hibbert from
the Denbighshire Countryside Services
the pupils learned how to make eco-
friendly fences
using Hazel
branches.  Pupils
were able to chop
and strip the
branches, shape
the upright posts
and weave the
fencing.

 Borneo:
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We say goodbye and wish good luck to the following staff:

Miss Janet Bolton, Head of Modern Foreign Languages, who is
moving on to a school in Chester after 9 years at DHS. Miss Bolton
has completely transformd the MFL department, making it into an
area of consistently good results. She is an outstanding teacher
and an excellent group tutor- firm but fair.

Mrs Jenny Danes who leaves DHS after 16 years. Mrs Danes is
a  briliant teacher, achieving year on year, extraordinary results at
GCSE. She is also a teacher who really cares, regularly taking the
trouble to contact parents when she has any concerns, and always
setting high standards.

Miss Claire Lewis (Maths) who, after a year at DHS is moving
to take up a post at Rhosnesni High School is Wrexham.

Miss Ceri Parry, Key Stage 3 Manager, who is taking early
retirement after 34 years of extraordinary service to the school.
Miss Parry will be remembered for her no nonsense approach to
young people, her keen concern for their welfare, her firmness as
regards right and wrong and her fantastic sense of humour!

7 pupils have just completed their
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh last
weekend. Thanks to Mr S Jones
and Mrs B Tyson for their help.
Congratulations to them and we
wish them the best of luck in their Silver
Award. Miss Blake meets with the new
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh group every
Friday at lunch time. If any pupils who
are 14 or over and are interested in

getting involved in the Duke of
Edinburgh come see Miss Blake.
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On behalf of the pupils of
Denbigh High School, we would
like to take this opportunity of
wishing Miss Duncan well on
her retirement. As a headteacher,
she has been firm but fair. She
has always celebrated our
achievements and has always
wanted us to achieve our full
potential.

The School Council is grateful
for all the support she has given
us. She has acted on suggestions
made to her on behalf of the
pupils of the school and has
consulted with us on important
matters related to our learning.

There were times when we
disagreed with some of the rules
that she made but she has
always been prepared to listen.
We know from her words and
actions that she is extremely
proud of the young people of
Denbigh High school and she
knows us all by name.

All the best Miss Duncan. We
hope that you will continue to
follow our progress and that we
will continue to make you proud.

We wish Miss Duncan all the
best on her retirement from
Denbigh High School. She has
worked hard to transform the
school and to take it into the

21st century. She has been
dedicated to upholding the
school motto of Succeeding
Together – Progressing with
Pride and has given both staff
and pupils opportunities to
develop and to achieve their
full potential.
Miss Duncan has always put
our school first and has had to
steer it  through some
challenging times. She truly
believes in the young people
and staff of Denbigh High
School, she is proud of their
successes and we are grateful
to her for her hard work and
dedication over the past seven
years.
All the best Miss Duncan
and happy gardening!
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This is very much a decision which has
been taken out of our hands. It is as a
result of our collaboration at Sixth Form
level with five other institutions in the
Dyffryn Clwyd Consortium. DHS was out
of synch with the timings of the other
schools. Because of the school transport
requirements of ferrying Year 12 and
Year 13 students to and from the other
institutions and the timings of the buses
involved, we have had to alter the end
of the school day by 10 minutes. I
apologise to parents for any
inconvenience and for the late
notification but must emphasise that this
is a decision which has become

necessary because of our required
collaboration with other institutions.

Moving on…

This is the last newsletter I will write as
Headteacher of Denbigh High School. A
new tradition in all sorts of ways, will
start on September 1st with the arrival of
Mr Simeon Molloy as the new
Headteacher. I am very pleased at his
appointment and send him my best
wishes for the future.

Continued on back page

Examination results: the school will be open to students and pupils on the
following days and at the following times:
· A/S and A2 results: August 18th from 9.00 onwards.
· GCSE results: August 25th from 9.30 onwards.

The school will be open on Monday September 5th to pupils/ students in
Years 7, 10 12 & 13.
The school will be open to all pupils/students in all year groups on
Tuesday September 6th.

Changes to the timing of the school day
As from the start of the Autumn term the end of the school day will change. We
will close 10 minutes later at 3.35.

The start of the school day remains the same, with pupils expected in
school at 8.50 and registration starting at 9.00.

a.m. registration:   9.00-9.15
Lesson 1:     9.15-10.15
Lesson 2:     10.15-11.15
Break:      11.15-11.30
Lesson 3:     11.30-12.30
Lunch:      12.30- 1. 25
p.m. registration:   1.25- 1.35.
Lesson 4:     1.35-2.35
Lesson 5:     2.35- 3.35
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The last seven years have presented
many challenges and many more lie
ahead in a world where the speed of
change seems to accelerate from year to
year. Young people will be faced with
situations which will seem strange and
unfamiliar to their parents: jobs which
have not yet been invented, new skills,
new approaches, new qualifications which
are not yet known, pressures and
opportunities which are not yet real but
which will emerge.
It is vitally important that young people
acquire the skills and qualifications which
will enable them to take on the world and
to carve out a meaningful place for
themselves in a life which they must
create for themselves, because no-one
else can do it for them.
Education has an invaluable part to play
in this. People in the impoverished areas
of the developing world, cry out for
education because they know the
difference it will make to their lives. It will
equip them to lead a life that otherwise
would be beyond them.
The same is true for our young people.
An education in which they reach out
towards success (and success will have
different meanings for different people)
will open doors and windows of
opportunity for them.
Denbigh High School will need to
continue to pursue the process of
modernization which has been started, so
that it can rise to all the challenges which
lie ahead.
I have every confidence it will meet these
challenges with success because the raw
material is so good. By this, I mean the
young people of Denbigh High School
who will always remain in my mind and
my memory, truly wonderful: full of
energy and life, full of humour, full of
talent, always entertaining, always easy
to talk to, always essentially sound. This

came across very strongly in the last few
weeks when, along with Mrs Wingfield
and also Mr Rosser, Adviser for English, I
was able to have a lengthy discussion
with a group of pupils from year 10 and
then from Year 9 , about their
experiences of learning at DHS. Their
comments were astute, observant, frank,
mature, funny and absolutely true. For
we adults, it was a rewarding experience
and we were left full of admiration and
respect for these young people.
I will also have many good memories of
all the colleagues I have had the privilege
to work with, together with an excellent
Governing Body and the many supportive
and involved parents I have encountered
over the years. Also, all the Open Days
with their fun activities, Transition Days
when young people from the primary
schools come in to work with us, the
annual walk along the Clwydian Hills,
Sports Days- always superbly organized
by the PE department, the marvellous
School Shows, the extravaganza of the
Year 11 Prom, the outrageous fun and
humour of the Sixth Form Ball, and
countless other events and activities.
Now it is time for me to move on towards
the next phase of
my life and for
Denbigh High
School to move
onwards and
upwards to the
heights of success
that it can and will
attain.
I wish everybody
all good luck and
good fortune.

Goodbye and thank you.


