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Who’d have thought it possible! What a way to celebrate St David’s Day! Travelling
508 miles all the way from Denbigh High School to celebrate our national day in the
Welsh Festival at Disneyland Resort, Paris! How wonderful to see our little nation’s

St. David in Disneyland

Congratulations to  Morgan Carpenter
in 7C  on his selection into the Welsh
Showjumping Team .

He has also recently qualified for the 138
showjumping final at Hickstead on his pony 'In The
Dark' beating 90 other competitors and acheiving
3 clear rounds  in the process.
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BORNEO TRIP
A group of pupils are embarking on an
expedition to the Asian island of Borneo
during the summer of 2012. The pupils
involved are Jamie Mitchell, Daniel Snaith,
Lowri Roberts, Erin Cawthray, Jake
Jones, Tabitha Cunliffe, Robert Elliot,
Jessica Shakes and Ruari Wood. We will
need to raise £3000 per person to fund the
expedition.

During the expedition we will be taking part
in volunteer projects on the island. We will
be working very closely with underprivileged
orphaned children. We will be helping out on
a deforestation project in a rainforest that has
been ravaged by logging and we will also
spend two days trekking up Mount Kinabalu.
So far the group have raised money through
bag packing and a ‘Build a Bear’ competition.
We are hoping to organise this year, a
‘Denbigh High’s Got Talent’, a Band night and
an information evening where local business
can come and watch our presentation about
our expedition, meet the pupils that will be
getting involved and make a donation if they
wish.

We will be contacting local business to see if
they would like their logo on our T-shirts that
we will be wearing in Borneo and during every
fundraising event. We suggest a donation for
each logo.

We are also collecting used printer and ink
cartridges and old mobile phones that we can
recycle and turn into funds for our expedition.
If you would like to donate any of these
objects please drop them off at the school
FAO Miss Blake or contact Miss Blake at the
school and she will arrange a collection. We
are always looking for new and exciting ways
to fundraise so if you have any suggestions
please get in contact.

If parents, carers or businesses would like
to make a donation we would be able to
mention you on our school website and in
newspaper publications that will be viewed
by many.

BTEC
PERFORMING ARTS

SHOWCASE
Year 12 students hosted a
performance evening at the
school as part of their BTEC
Performing Arts course. Friends
and family attended the
performance which featured
original works by the students
and which was inspired by War
poetry.
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Louie Bollard, Year 13, represented Denbighshire at the County Cross-Country competition.
He has now been selected to run for the North East Wales Team at the end of the month in the
National Finals in Brecon.
Rebecca Hall, Year 12, has represented Denbighshire at the School’s Under 18 Hockey
Tournament. Ben Edwards attended Welsh National Hockey trials.
Millie Gilbertson, Year 8, has had a trial for the North East Wales Girl’s Football Team.
The U-18 football team were knocked out in the 16 of the National Cup. They have played well
all season however; they struggled with the challenging conditions when playing against last
years Welsh Cup Winners.
Miss Blake took Year 7 and Year 8 pupils to Mold Alun School for a Hockey Tournament. It was
a very enjoyable day with the students representing school well.
Mr. Skeoch has managed the Year 8 County football team. The boys from Denbigh High School
that are in this team are as follows, Bongi Mashaba, Danni Campbell, Ashley Andrews and
Daniel Whitfield. There have also been boys selected to play for Denbighshire in Yr 7, Yr 9
and Yr 10. These are Daniel Lewis, Aaron Jones, Josh Griffiths, Kyle Morris, Sam Lewis,
Jack Wakeman, Rob Thomas, Ciaran Lucas, Jake Jones, Danny Jones and Jeven
Mitchell.

Denbigh High School will be hosting a Rugby 7’s Tournament before Easter for the County High
Schools. Age groups will be Yrs 7, 8, 9 & 10.
Jamie Williams Yr 11 has been playing for North Wales youth team in Rugby.
Josh Hayes, Louis Lloyd Jones and Josh Howarth have been playing rugby for North East
Wales.
Tom Eden, Liam Hayes and Aled Douglas have been representing North East Wales at U13
and U14 Rugby.
Sioned Williams has been playing for the North Wales girls rugby team, making excellent
progress.
Chloe Edwards has been making great strides in Table Tennis winning many tournaments this
year. Ciaran Lucas has had trials for the Welsh Cricket Team.
Alice Edwards and Stephen Lewis have been representing the county in swimming. Bethan
Roberts continues to represent the Welsh disability team.



4

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD

Pupils in year 11 and year 12 are preparing for their Final Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition.
They have been working hard with Mr. S Jones in Science to plan their route and to prepare
for the expedition in North Wales. They have been working with Miss Blake over the past year
on the three other elements for the Duke of Edinburgh Award. These include taking part in a
physical activity, volunteering and learning a new skill. The pupils currently involved are Aleo
Yakas, Ben Cooke, Finley Jenkins, Rachel Damrell, Rachael Mac Donald, Caitlin Owen
and Alison Hesford. If you are in Year 9 or above and are interested in getting involved,
come speak to Miss Blake in PE.

CONGRATULATIONS TO Dr. PAUL EVANS.

Dr Evans is the moving force behind two text books which cover the whole of the
GCSE History course studied by DHS pupils and which he has edited.

 was published last July and has
already sold 7,000 copies throughout the UK.

 will be published on Friday March
25th and is sure to go on to similar success.
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Transition
The PE Department have organised a
primary transition event for year 5 and
year 6 pupils in the local feeder schools.
A massive thank you to Gareth John,
PESS Officer, Bethan Griffiths, 5 x
60 Officer and all the providers for their
hard work and help during the event. The
PE Department are also hoping to hold
another event in the summer term and
in the future, to go into our feeder
primary schools to teach PE lessons and
to work with their teachers.

First say to yourself what you would
be;

and then do what you have to do.
Epictetus

Senior Learning Coach Mrs Rogers

This is a busy time for many students in
DHS as they are in the process of preparing
for their forthcoming exams. I know and
understand that this can be a hectic and
sometimes stressful time of year and it is
important to ensure that students can
access the learning coach for help if
necessary.

The learning coaches have been working
with many year 11 students to support
them in their revision plans since
September and will continue to do so right
up to the exams period in May.

So how can we help?

We have developed a range of revision
information, up to date techniques and
strategies which can help you improve your
own learning and performance. Learning
Coaches can be found in Ystafell Enlli. You
can drop in at break or lunchtime for an
informal chat.

“Success is the sum of small efforts,
repeated day in and day out”.

Robert Collier

FRIENDS OF DENBIGH HIGH
SCHOOL LONDON THEATRE VISIT

A wonderful time was had recently on
the FoDH London trip which took place
during half term. This is an annual visit
which gives members of our school
community, their families and friends of
Denbigh High School the opportunity to
spend two days together enjoying the
sights and sounds of the English capital.

This year, the visit included a
performance of the Queen musical, We
Will Rock You, at the Dominion Theatre,
a flight on the London Eye, a Madame
Tussauds visit, a tour of London and
shopping at Covent Garden.

Plans are already under way for a similar
visit during October half term. Contact
Miss G.Ceiriog for further details.
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ULTRA GIRLS

perform  for  Denbigh High School

 On 10th February Two talented
youngsters joined girlband The Ultra
Girls as they performed live in the school
hall for Year 8 pupils at the beginning of
February.

Chloe Pierce & Callum Molyneux joined the girls, who will be supporting
Kylie Minogue later this year, on stage for
an impromptu dance-off during their
concert. The girls performed their debut
single Girls will be Girls and other tracks
before taking part in a Q&A session and
posing for photographs and autographs.

ULTRA GIRLS
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From the Library
The last term has been very busy in the Library. The Chess
Club continues to attract new members and meets most
lunch times. The Collectors Club and The Readers and
Writers Club meet alternative Fridays. Both Clubs have
welcomed new members in the last term.

On Wednesday 9th February we welcomed Mr. Ted Watson
from the RNLI to give our lunchtime talk which about 40
pupils attended. Mr.Watson showed us a short film about
the work of the RNLI and he also showed us the equipment
necessary for a Lifeboat volunteer and gave us a quick
history of the local lifeboat service. Everybody agreed that
lunchtime went quickly and we hope that Mr. Watson will visit us
again soon.

The Library has also undergone a partial makeover. We were lucky
to obtain some nearly new shelving from Denbigh County Council,
and these have now been installed in the Library, much improving
the look and functionality of the Library.
Some of the members of the Readers and Writers Club, would like
to share reviews of their favorite books:-
Jack Evans 8E. Jurassic Park by Michael Crighton. ‘An amazing read!’
Carl Morris 7A. The Harry Potter Books by
J.K.Rowling. ‘This is so Good!.
Stephanie Parys. 10B. The Hunger
Games by Susan Collins.
‘Best book I Have EVER read!’.
Stephen Brazier 8E.
Harry Potter  and
the Deathly Hallows by
J.K. Rowling.   ‘An
Amazing
 Adventure’.

We are pleased to
announce the launch of our SPY

programme. Sixth Formers Protecting
You offers a support service to younger pupils

who may be vulnerable or in need of advice.

SPY members are not counsellors but they are
trained in peer support work and have access

to a wide range of resources which could
provide professional support and

guidance for our young people. The
SPY team can be identified by their
brightly coloured badges. They are on
hand throughout the school day
every day of the week and will man
the SPY base at  E3  on  Mondays
and Wednesdays. For Further
information contact Mrs S

Kelly or Miss G Ceiriog.
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EVITA

February 7th-11th 2011

December 17th 2010
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We are very grateful for having the fantastic opportunity to take part in this EESW
challenge. During the project we as a team learned about engineering and it
helped us widen our horizons on the potential career route we could take after we
finish our A levels. We experienced 3 days in Coleg Menai, Bangor where we were
able to further our knowledge in engineering and become better team workers and
it also helped us complete the necessary tasks for our project. As a team we are
all looking forward to the finals in Llandudno on the 4th of April. We would like to
take this time to thank everybody involved in the EESW project, from our Subject
teacher Mr Gareth Jones to the EESW coordinator John Hughes and everyone else
from the Engineers
at the college,
Wayne Carrow our
link engineer and
Prestatyn High for
sharing transport to
and from the
college. Thank you
very much.

Tabitha Jones
Liam Rowlands
Nathan Shakes
Jade Reed Williams
Cameron Dawson
Tom Wynne

Important Dates
·   Interviews for the new Headteacher will take place on March 29th and 30th.

·   The school will close to pupils on Thursday April 14th and will reopen on
Wednesday May 4th. There will be staff training days on April 15th and May 3rd.

·   We will be holding Grade Improvement Classes during the Easter holidays,
both for A/S students and GCSE pupils –  mainly Year 11 pupils but also those in
Year 10 who will be taking an exam in the Summer term. More details will be sent
out before the end of term.
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On the 16th of March, we as year 13 Applied
Science students attended a meeting with Mr
Rob Jones, Senior Property
Manager of Denbighshire
County Council,
his   main
r o l e

being
resp onsible for
t h e e n e r g y
consu mption of 250 buildings
a c r o s s Denbighshire. As a final part of
our coursework we have been given the task to
attempt to reduce the school’s energy
consumption by making both staff and pupils
aware of the unnecessary wastage of energy
from electrical appliances throughout the school
building. During the meeting we discussed the
current cost of the school’s energy consumption,
and the potential savings of reducing energy
consumption by putting simple measures into
place. We found the meeting extremely
beneficial, and the information we were able to
gather from this meeting will have a profound
effect on the quality of our coursework. On
behalf of the year 13 students of Applied
Science we would like to thank Mr Rob Jones
for his time and contribution to helping us
broaden our knowledge of the school’s energy
consumption.

 Lowri Jackson & Jodie Martin 13Aled

NRGNRG Book Project
Year 7 and 8 pupils have been involved in a book
project with author Polly Snape.  For the past 8
weeks pupils gathered information on the North
Wales Hospital   in order to create a children’s
book about this historical Denbigh Landmark.
The official launch took place during a ceremony
at the school on March 18th and it was very
pleasing to welcome friends . The launch was
attended by a number of guests including friends
of Denbigh High School and former employees of
the North Wales Hospital.
The pupils are to be congratulated on creating
such an excellent book which will be of interest
to young and old alike.  A copy will be held at both
the school library and in the town library with
further copies available for purchase through
the school office.

“I and 11 other pupils from years 7+ 8 have been
creating a book all about the North Wales
Hospital. We have been working alongside Polly
Snape. Polly is a well-known author and has done
many projects such as this before. I really like
working with Polly. One member of the group said
“I really enjoy working on the book and Polly is a
really big help. I am so glad I got picked to write
the book. It is so much fun!”
The book will hopefully be published by May and
we are hoping that we can have a copy each.”
Dani Campbell 8E

“A group of Year 7 and Year 8 pupils have been
writing a book to remember and to tell people
about the North Wales Hospital.
The book is about facts and memories from
people who have worked, visited or know
someone who had something to do with the
hospital.
Polly Snape who is an author has helped us with
the book and has spent the last eight weeks
working on the project.
I thought it was fun and interesting but it was
hard finding out all the information we needed.”
Noah Bembow Wyke 7C
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 On the 20th January 2011 a group of year 11 students from Denbigh High went to Prifysgol
Glyndŵr at Northop for the day to experience an entrepreneurial style activity.

On arriving at the campus we were lead to a large room and split into groups, each of which
sat at an individual table holding a folder of information and a briefing of the task we would be
completing. Our aim was to design a chocolate bar, along with packaging and various forms of
advertisements to go with it, and a presentation on the outcome.

Each group came up with a name for their product and based their designs upon that. A large
and varying amount of items were available to aid us in creating our prototype product. The
groups progressed at different rates for a few hours, and after a short break each was given a
time period in which to present their ideas to local entrepreneurs, who then also asked questions
on the group's pitch.

The entrepreneurs then took some time to consider each groups' ideas and products. Then they
returned and informed us of the positive aspects of each group's individual performance, before
finally announcing the winning group. This group recieved a prize of some vouchers and
everyone else recieved a free mug as a runners up prize.

Everyone who went on the trip enjoyed it immensely and greatly appreciated the chance to
experience a small piece of the entrepreneur world. It helped to inspire and teach people
about advertising, team work and much more. Also, it gave everyone a chance to explore the
campus and see if it is a place they themselves would like to attend in the near future.
Overall, an experience which was well worth doing.

 Gabriella Williams 11 Aled

Reaching Higher Reaching Wider

visit to

 Prifysgol Glyndŵr
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St David in Disneyland Continued from page 1
 identity being celebrated so many miles away and to realize that our culture and traditions
mean so much more than we could ever have known.

We travelled by coach to our destination, leaving Denbigh High  School at 7.00 PM on
Thursday, March 3rd, 2011. Sixty of us clambered aboard the 61 seater bus which had come
all the way from Cardiff to pick us up. The excitment was palpable as we set off, full of hope
and expectation. We got to Dover at around 1:00 AM relieved to be early for our ferry. One
pupil may well have been slightly taken aback by its size not having realised that buses aplenty
could drive aboard. A slightly choppy crossing meant that we were content to sit around for
the 80 minute crossing and also meant that we  were relieved to get to Calais at 5.00 AM
French time. Back onto the bus we went – and most of us slept soundly until we got to Paris!

We must have been a bright spectacle as we got off the
bus by the majestic Eiffel Tower, dressed in our specially
designed hoodies in either green, red or white – the
colours of Wales! Fifty-five of our party made their way
up the tower and enjoyed spectacular and memorable
views of the city. The other six – five students and one
member of staff – were content to remain at its base,
gazing up at its lofty height, simply drinking in the
atmosphere.

We walked down the Champs Elysees for our lunch, drawn on by the iconic Arc de Triomphe.
One of our party remarked as he walked, “It’s a real eye-opener, Miss!” and in so many ways,
it was. Not only did we have the hustle and bustle of one of the busiest streets in the world
with all its consumer-driven frenzy, we also had the less pleasant spectacle of beggars fishing
in bins for left-overs thrown away by the wealthy tourists. It was a stark and moving contrast
and one that will live in our memories. Our hotel was a welcome sight later that afternoon.
Pupils had already chosen room-mates and were swiftly allocated their rooms. Pleased
remarks greeted the sight of these rooms which
were comfortably equipped with en-suite facilities.
Having been given a couple of hours much needed
rest-time, however, we were soon on the move
again – this time to the Pizza de la Roma restaurant
for a three course evening meal. Having eaten our
fill, we were back by 10 PM and ready for a good
night’s sleep in readiness for our day at Disneyland.

The weather next day was fabulous! Bright blue skies and a golden sun greeted us and
students were lulled into thinking that light clothing was the order of the day. The cunning
sun masked cold temperatures, however and stern teachers soon sent them back to their
rooms for warmer clothes!
Continued on next page
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Without doubt, the visit to Disneyland was the highlight for most of the party – staff and
students alike! The glorious weather lent a magical aspect to our first sight of it and students
were keen to explore in small freindship groups , staff having ensured that they knew where
to find us throughout the day should they need to. It was busy at the park and a good park
strategy was a must to make the most of the opportunities on offer but having said that,
there was much to be gained from simply observing the world as it went by (which is what
the on duty members of staff did!).
There will be as many highlights to the visit as there were visitors and no doubt each would
choose a different experience. Seeing Mickey and Minnie Mouse dressed in Welsh costume,
escorting the National Urdd winners around the park in a daffodil festooned car was my
personal favourite.

Like all good days, it came to an end and
it was a tired group that wended its weary
way back to the bus. We returned to the
welcoming Pizza de la Roma and loved the
fact that they had strung up Welsh
Dragon bunting for us and ensured that
Tom Jones was crooning away about the
“green, green grass of home” in the
background. The appreciative words and
the beaming smiles of the students as
they gave all accompanying staff a token
of their appreciation meant more to us all
than they could ever realise – and we
thank them for their thoughtfulness. I
know that we were all touched by their unexpected act of generosity – and it made up for
being sleep-deprived!

It was a sad little group that packed up to leave the hotel on Sunday morning, ready to be
driven and sailed over 500 miles back home to Wales. Memories of our special weekend in
France will live with us forever more, however, and I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the students and staff for the privilege of being able to share this special time with
them.

And would we do it again? Well yes we would! We are planning Paris the Sequel for 2012
and letters are available for interested students. If anyone has not already received their
letter then please will they see Mrs S. Jones, Head of the Welsh Department, in C3 so that
their application for next year’s trip can be considered. A £125 voucher towards the cost of
one student’s holiday has been made available to us by the company. This will be awarded
to the winner of a competition that will be announced by the Welsh Department, in
conjunction with the MFL department. The prize is not transferable and will have to be used
by the winner to reduce the cost of the 2012 trip to Paris. It is a generous gesture by Schools
into Europe and we are very grateful.



14

Pupils, Students and Staff joined in a non-uniform fundraising  day in aid of
comic relief. Thanks to all who contributed and especially to SPY Team and staff
who took part in the Soak The Teacher Competition, pupils who took part in
the sponsored silence and to Mark Ryan Hughes of year 11 who made and
sold cupcakes.
This is our second major fundraising event this Term and our non-uniform
St.Davids Day event raised over £500 towards the work of the Prince’s Trust in
Wales.
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Having a ‘Spring Clean?
Please help us collect a tonne of

clothing with the Bag2School
scheme.

Please bring all bags
       during the week of

       Wednesday 25th May
We collect clothing, shoes, belts, handbags, bed-

ding and curtains –
WE CANNOT ACCEPT dirty or wet clothes, single

shoes,
off cuts of materials, carpets, duvets or pillows.

Hope you can help us raise vital funds
for the school.

We will be collecting in school over
the month of May.

VISIT TO
THE

 NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY

 FOR WALES

The A Level Government and Politics class went to the National Assembly for Wales
on February 10th 2011. In the Ty Hywel conference building, we were welcomed
by Lord Dafydd Ellis-Thomas, the current Presiding Officer in the Welsh Assembly.
We were then given further information about the March 13th referendum, and we
were given the chance to debate and discuss the importance of voting with
representatives from different parties. After lunch, we were grouped with other
students from all over Wales to go to different rooms and meet representatives
from four political parties. They talked to us about their referendum manisfestos
and later on we cast our vote as to which party was the most persuasive. Our last
session consisted of a talk from Prof Roger Scully of Aberystwyt University and
later, a question and answer session in which Denbigh High School pupils took part.
After our sessions in Ty Hywel, we visited the Welsh National Assembly chamber
and we witnessed Assembly Members debate and discuss issues concerning
education. Overall, I think that it was a great experience because it gave us the
chance to voice our thoughts and opinions and tell Welsh AMs and party
representatives the issues that concern us as students.
Inah de la Cruz 12 Y.
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The Supportive
E d u c a t i o n
Department has once again been busy
sowing seeds in the greenhouse. Soon

we will need to pot up
the seedlings and as
usual we are short of
plant pots and bedding
trays. Please would
you check in your
sheds and perhaps
grandparents’ sheds

too. Any old plant pots would be useful,
particularly the smaller ones and also
any bedding plant trays. With our own
aim to recycle we will also be making
some paper pots.

Research has shown that young people
who grow plants and do gardening
generally connect better with other
areas of education and interests.  There
is also the added bonus of raising much
needed funds as we sell the plants later.
We need your support to make this
effective.

We have sown a variety of summer
flowers, vegetable seeds and herbs.
They will be on sale when they are ready
to plant out.

So please, don’t throw away your old
plant pots and bedding trays, send them
in to school.
Thank you for your support.

Joyce Bowen
S.E.

RECYCLE
YOUR OLD PLANT POTS

- PLEASE!

RECYCLE
YOUR OLD PLANT POTS

- PLEASE!
I came from St Brigid’s to do my Art
A level and was then chosen to
participate in the “Raising the Bar”
experience. I gave in all of my GCSE
Art work and wrote a personal
statement, which were given to a
panel. They accepted me and
around 14 other Art students from
Denbighshire schools. We have
worked with a light designer,
ceramicist, print artist and a
silversmith so far. The scheme is
based in Ruthin but we have
worked in Manchester Metropolitan
University as well. The scheme has
helped me to develop new skills,
which I wouldn’t have experienced
otherwise. I have also enjoyed
working with professional artists
and watching them work.

I would recommend the scheme to
anyone if they had the opportunity,
as you get to meet many people
and learn a lot of Art skills.
Melissa Aird.

Thanks to All for their
valuable contributions to this
Spring Newsletter. Please
keep all relevant material for
the next newsletter.


