
1

Succeeding together - Progressing with Pride

Cyd-weithio - cydlwyddo - â balchder

Woodlands Regeneration
Project. Top Woods Upper
Denbigh.
The project began five years ago in
conjunction with Ysgol Plas Brondyffryn and
under the supervision of Countryside Services.
Unfortunately due to timetable restrictions
Brondyffryn had to cancel their participation. In
the beginning the work was undertaken by
students in the Social Skills group but this year
the year 11 S.T.A.R.S group began the hard
work on the next stage of development.
Students have cleared litter, chopped
branches and small trees, built animal habitats,
helped with dry stone walling, weaving hazel
fences, planted trees, mini-beast and wild
flower surveys and helped to paint the mural
on the garage walls. The students have been
very dedicated to the project and have
received lots of positive comments from the
community.

On May19th Denbigh High School took part in the
Welsh Football Association
league finals. The tournament is a
prestigious event with schools from throughout
Wales competing. The two teams involved had
previously won all of their matches in the
qualifying rounds that took place in Kinmel Bay.
In Newtown, despite fierce competition from some
excellent teams both DHS under 14s and under16
teams were successful in securing first place in
both categories. The teams were presented with
two trophies and certificates.
All the students involved had a thoroughly
enjoyable day and should be proud of their
sportsmanship and well deserved success.
The students are a genuine credit to Denbigh
High.
The teams were; Ashley Jones 8B, Adam
Wheatley 8E, Ross Davies 8E, Harry Pritchard
8A, Dani Campbell 7E, Jordan Jones 7A, Josh
Holloway-Holt 7A, Robert Parry 7Y, Nathan
Thomas 7E, Chelsea Griffiths 10B, Huw
Williams 10C, Tim
Suckley 10B and James
Doyle 10Y.

Maravilloso ! Georgia Hassall, 7C really raised the bar in
completing the Ideal Bedroom Competition. Come and see her work and
the other pupils’ designer rooms in F1. Be inspired !
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May 10th: a group of five
teachers, led by Miss Bolton,
made up of Miss Egelstaff,
Mrs Box, Miss Blake and Mr
Gareth Jones, welcomed
teachers from Spain, Portugal,
Greece and Sweden to
Denbigh High School on the
British stage of the Comenius
Project. This is a project which
fosters international links and
which is already feeding into
the organisation of our
curriculum. Miss Bolton had
arranged a fantastic sequence
of activities, all with an
ecological theme, and these
received much praise from our
visitors.

On 11th May DHS students
were able to showcase their
hard work in a presentation in
the woods, attended by the
Mayor of Denbigh
Mr.Graham
Each country of the Comenius
Group were presented with a
tree to plant on which wishes
were hung and a bird box for
each country was erected on a
tree of their choice. These

were made by students from the
technology department. The group ended
the afternoon with an enjoyable walk
along the woodland paths, seeing first
hand the hard work of the students.
Our thanks go to Adrian Hibbert and
Jim Kilpatrick from Countryside Services
for allowing us to join them in this project.

Where is the club?
Library

When is the club?
Every Friday on a Glas week @ 1:45 pm

Play games, show your stuff, have fun!

For more info come to the library and ask!

Goodbye & Good Luck
As the Summer term comes to a close we say
goodbye and good luck to:
Mr Alan Brown, teacher of D&T,who is retiring and
pursuing his main occupation as a Baptist pastor.
Miss Joy Burton, Administative Assistant, who has
been covering a vacancy in the school office over the
last few months.
Mr Martin Courtvriend, who will be replaced by the
new Subject Leader for Maths
Mrs Iona Foulkes, Teaching Assistant, who will be
working in the Health Service.
Mrs Nicole Meardon, who is taking up a post as an
RE teacher at Ysgol Rhiwabon.
Miss Lisa Thomas, who will be taking up the role of
head of Music at St Richard Gwyn Catholic High
School in Flint.
Mrs Dawn Watkin-Jones, who has replaced Mrs
Danes during her absence.
Welcome to Mrs Alison Roberts, who is
replacing Miss Eloise Davies during her maternity
leave.
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Congratulations to:
Andrew Underwood who was selected to represent Manchester U15s in an international ice

hockey tournament at Deeside.
Danny Jones who trains with the U14 team for Wrexham Football Club.
Sam Lewis who plays for the U13s North East Wales cricket team.
The Year 12 Product Design students who have worked on a project this year with Pagazzi

lighting. The company are so pleased with the students’ work that they have determined to
offer a prize.

Gareth White and Louis Ballard who won a Euroscola essay writing competition which enabled
them to go on a study trip to the European Parliament in Strasbourg.

The very many youngsters who gained Subject Awards during the two Celebrations of
Achievement held this year, in Autumn and in Spring:
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Sports relief day

Where is the club?
Library

When is the club?
Every Thursday @ 1:45pm

Write it, Bring it, Read it!

For more info come to the library and ask!

“Bunnies in
a bed !”
Ryan Parry
made an iced
and decorated
cake aimed at
young children
as part of his
GCSE Food
Technology
course. What a
fantastic design!

Sports Relief Day
On 19th March, staff and students

completed a mile course in
order to raise money for

Sports Relief.
Each participant
donated a
pound for each
mile they
completed
whether it was
a leisurely stroll
or quick jog. The
combined effort

helped raise
£485. Many
thanks to all those
who took part.

DHS Greenhouse
This year the greenhouse has been quite productive. There
has been opportunity for quite a few pupils to spend time in
the greenhouse learning new skills while practising
language such as social communication, speech and
language work, listening skills and following instructions.

They have also had to
practise working together.
We have grown a variety of
both flowering and
vegetable plants. A big
thank you to all those
parents who have supported
this project by donating old
plant pots and by buying
bedding plants. If anyone
has old bedding plant trays

or plant pots to spare, we would be very happy to receive
them. We hope to start earlier and produce more next year.

CRITICAL THINKING.
25 Year 8 pupils were involved in a 4 week Critical
Thinking Programme held in the School Library during
June. During the sessions, the pupils explored how to
think critically and creatively about their own and
others successes; adopt positive self-perceptions and
were encouraged to set personal goals. The Provider
was Peter Davies from the Reaching Wider Team.
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 Glan Llyn
At the beginning of July, 30 Year 7
pupils visited Glan Llyn for the annual
residential trip with Blessed Edward
Jones High School. Students enjoyed
a week of outdoor activities including
gorge walking, kayaking, raft building
and the heights of the high ropes
course!
Students made new friends and
enjoyed a brilliant, yet tiring week.

 Sports Day
The school held its annual sports day which again
involved the majority of pupils taking part in a full range
of athletic events, both track and field. We were very
fortunate with the weather and the pupils competed
with enthusiasm and determination. Congratulations to
Elwy who were the overall house winners. The
individual male and female winners for year 7 -10 were:
Year 7 – Corey Wynne and Alice Edwards
Year8 – McCorley Chamberlain and Eva Petrou
Year 9 – Ciaran Lucas and Leny Abanilla
Year 10 – Daniel Latham and Helen Blellock

Phoenix Project
The Phoenix Project is a Fire and Rescue initiative aimed at young people between the ages of 13 –
17. The aim of the project is to address issues within young people by challenging existing attitudes
and promoting independent thinking using fire service activities to develop personal attributes such
as working as a team, communication, trust, discipline, respect and exploring new physical and
mental limits.
Between the 14th and 18th June 2010, eleven year 9 pupils attended the project held at Denbigh Fire
Station. The pupils engaged in fire service activities such as hose running drills, fighting fires and
search and rescue. They also learned useful skills such as first aid, manual handling and risk
management. Throughout the week they were pushed in every way to draw out the best within
themselves, supported by a dedicated team of fire fighters specially trained to work safely with young
people. The timetable for the week was:
Monday – Kit Issue, ice breakers, squad drills, introduction to fire fighting equipment.
Tuesday – Fire fighting drills, manual handling, fire safety, fire extinguishers.
Wednesday – Combined fire drills, first aid, risk management, search and rescue, abseiling.
Thursday – Canadian Canoeing, Rock Climbing, Raft Building at Getwet Adventure Park , Bala.
Friday – Final drill practice, personal interviews, fire fighting display and certificate presentation by
the Deputy Chief Fire Officer Dawn Docx.

The following  pupils successfully
completed the course: Tommy
Montgomery, Kieran Bell, Billy
MacFarlane, Liam Suckley, Nicola
Freestone, Abbie Hughes and
Paige Parry. The whole group
participated in a passing out parade
on the final Friday, where they put

on an impressive display of the many new skills they had learned. They were proudly observed by
their parents and Mr Owen and Miss Ceiriog .  The Fire Service were very pleased with our
youngsters and have recommended three for a leadership course.
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Many thanks to Techniquest who
visited us for the day in early July.
They brought along their inflatable
dome in order to give Years 7, 9 and
10 a visual treat as they took them on
journeys through Cells, Atoms and the
Universe respectively.

Electric Mountain.
Year 9 Set 6 visited Electric Mountain
in Llanberis in the Snowdonia
National Park on 8th July. An
enjoyable, informative time was had
by all.

Denbigh Flood Risk
Management Workshop
In their Geography lessons, Year 8
students have been learning about the
scheme being developed to protect
Denbigh from flooding. Engineers from
Martin Wright Associates ran workshops
for the students in which they took part in
a ‘Millionnaire’ style quiz to assess their
understanding of flood risk and then
completed a decision making exercise
about which strategies were best for
Denbigh. This supported their study of
flooding earlier in the year. We hope to
repeat the workshops with next year’s
Year 8 in September.

Year 7 Master Measurers!
In July four Year 7 pupils went on a walk around
school with trundle wheels! Their task was to
measure the distances between various points so
that in September these are displayed for everyone
to see- and to know how far they have to go to get to
their next lesson! With the help of Miss Montgomery
and Miss McCauley they set off in pairs measuring
distances such as the Sports Hall to Reception, the
Library to Science Department and the Staff Room to
the Quiet Room. They also started to estimate the

distances in order to earn the glory and respect from
the others! Their hard work will be clear when the
new posters are displayed at the beginning of the
school .Pictured are Kieran Edwards 7Y, Chloe
Thomas 7A, Chloe Parry 7A, and Robert Parry 7Y.

Comenius Project: Health and Environment
Long for Protection

WE NEED YOUR HELP

Going out around Denbighshire over the
summer holidays? Why not take a few pictures
of the local landscape and send them in for the
Comenius Photography Project? Take loads of
photos over the holidays and then e-mail them

directly to us at:

dhscomeniusphotos@hotmail.co.uk

The best ones will be placed in a Calendar
which will be produced during the first half
term. Please add your name, tutor group,

where the photo was taken and who took the
photo on the email.

Good luck, and enjoy your holidays

Gareth White, Year 13

Comenius Calendar Project Co-ordinator
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Work Experience
Year 10 students recently completed a week long
Work Experience in various professions. It was a
valuable week giving students an insight into the
working world and the understanding of a particular
job or trade. The students spent a successful week
developing new skills and improving key skills and
making strides in their own personal and social
developement. The week would not have been
possible without the time and effort of the
companies who kindly accommodate the students
and our thanks go to them.

July 9th: Many staff (teachers and non-
teachers, thus making this into a real whole
school community event) accompanied about
250 pupils to Alton Towers. Everyone had a
wonderful time and Miss Ceiriog feels that this
is the best Alton Towers trip she has ever
been on.

Peer Mentors
24 Year 10 received Peer Mentoring Training during
the Autumn Term  and succeeded in being
appointed as Peer mentors for Year 7 pupils. The
programme of support offered during the year
supported the settling in and development process
of Year 7 pupils.

Feedback from the year 7 pupils included comments
such as:-

∙   I really enjoyed the sessions with my
mentor.

∙   I found it reassuring to have an older pupil to
confide in and to ask for advice.

∙   I would like to be a Peer Mentor when I am
Year 10.

From the Year 10 Mentors.
∙   I helped my mentee with personal

statements and with use of the planner.
∙   It has been so rewarding and pleasurable to

help someone new to the school.
∙   My mentee has become more organized

with homework and has gained confidence.
∙   I have found a new friend.

List of pupils involved in the Peer Mentoring scheme
Year 10 Mentors
James Alcock, Helen Blellock, Kieran Bonar,
Hannah Burns, Nel Ceiriog, Elliot Davies, Edward
Ditchfield, Tom England, Cassie Evans, Chloe
Evans, Rachel Evans, Natasha Horne, Mark
Hughes, Lance Jackson, Ashley Jones, Ryan
Jones, Emily Mellor, Daniel Munday, Caitlin Owen,
Bethan Roberts, Jessica Rowbotham, George
Shaw, Emma Simpson, Joe Turner

Year 7 Mentees
Luke Ashton, Andrew Barrett, Adam Blaine-Jones,
Alex Coxon, Connor Crilly, Josh Dallolio, Tom
Donavon, Kieran Edwards, Gareth Farley, Joshua
Holloway-Holt, Samantha Jones, Stephen Lewis,
Bongi Mashaba, Lewis Owen, Ffion Parry, Jordan
Phillips, Chloe Pierce, Ryan Roberts, Thomas
Roberts, Jack Sheridan, Chloe Thomas, Tom
Turner, Chloe Turner-Crooks, Jamie Williams-
Rogers.
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Other Events

March 9th: we held an evening for Y10 pupils and their parents on Understanding Examination &
Revision Strategies

March 11th: Y12 attended the annual Roadsafety Roadshow at Coleg Llysfasi.This can be a very
unsettling experience for young drivers as it explains to them in graphic detail the absolute
need for carefull driving, and the awful consequences if things go wrong.

March 24th: a group of Italian students visited the Modern Languages department for the day.
March 26th- 30th: the Geography and History departments organised a fantastically successful

visit to New York.
May 14th: The Year 11 Prom, held in Denbigh Town Hall, was as ever a resounding success. The

Prom choir was made up of the whole of the year group. There were so many of them,
there was hardly room for them on the stage.  A large crowd gathered to see the young
people depart a fleet of stretch limos.

June 14th: the Welsh department took Year 8 pupils on a walking tour of Denbigh.
June 24th: over a five  day period we welcomed into school groups of Year 4 and 5 pupils who

undertook a series of exciting activities in various parts of the school.
July 7th: it gave us great pleasure to welcome into school the Year 6 pupils who will be joining us

in September. The parents had the opportunity that evening of a useful information session
with their child’s Group Tutor.

July 8th:  Year 10 visit to Llangollen
On Thursday 8th July forty five Year 10 pupils visited the Llangollen International Musical
Eisteddfod. Accompanied by Miss Ceiriog, Mrs Durno and Mr Brown, the pupils
experienced the colour and diversity of Youth Day. The events around the eisteddfod field
were diverse, ranging from beat boxing and street dancing, Turkish belly dancing to an
Indian circus (which was amazing). Some of the girls were keen to show their prowess in
the street dancing workshops, while at least one of the boys was witnessed in the belly
dancing workshop! In the pavilion youth choirs and dance troupes from around the world
performed in various competitions. The visit was to enable pupils to experience cultural
issues, a component of the new Welsh Baccalaureate qualification.

July 12th: Year 10 pupils, together with Mr Brown took part in the Denbigh community litter pick,
cleaning up areas in lower Denbigh, at the back of the school.

Next September:
September 1st and 2nd will be Staff Training Days.
School opens to the following year groups on September 3rd: Years 7,10, 12 & 13. The remaining

groups will be on study leave.

School opens to all pupils on September 6th.

Alison Duncan, Headteacher.

This newsletter is available on our website : www.denbighhighschool.co.uk.

It is also available in Welsh and Full Colour(chargeable) on request.


