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It’s and easy, convenient way
to receive school messages

A

s you are aware we have now implemented a
new communications system and we would like
to thank parents/carers for your patience while we
embed it into our every day school routine.
Moving forward, Parentmail will be our primary
method of communication with parents/carers and
for those who do not have an account, emails will
be sent so please keep an eye on your in-box for
messages.

We would encourage all parents/carers to register
for an account and highly recommend that you
download the school branded Parentmail App to your
mobile device. This will enable all communications to
be received via push notification in a similar manner
to receiving a text message and will save you the
need to check your emails for communications from
the school.
Please contact the office on ourschool@
denbighhighschool.co.uk for any help, or to receive a
registration link.

MFL IN CAREERS EVENT

A

group of year 9 recently
took part in a session
aimed at giving an insight
into the use of languages in
the world of work.
Olivier Durieux from the
Engineering department
of Glyndwr University and
Beth Dockerill from the
MFL department in Chester
University provided the
workshops.
Both speakers explained
how they have used and use
languages in their careers
and the opportunities it
has given them. The year
9 pupils had been given
a series of 6 questions to
prepare about themselves
which could be asked in an
interview situation. Having
prepared their answers
in French each individual
was then put on the spot
and sat face to face with
one of the providers who
asked them the questions.

Answering questions in a
more formal atmosphere
is challenging enough
and then place the extra
pressure of doing this
through French! On top
of that the pupils were
speaking to someone who
they didn’t know and who
didn’t know them. There
is no doubt that for many
of the pupils this was
something very much out
of their comfort zone yet
they all persevered and
took part in a positive way.
Whilst initially nervous many
pupils walked away feeling
justly proud of themselves.
A huge well done to the
pupils who took part and
a huge thanks to Olivier
and Beth as well as Martin
Webber and Lisa Arman
from Careers Wales who
helped to secure the two
speakers.

To register
contact the
school office for
more details

FRENCH TRANSITION
PROJECT WITH
YSGOL FRONGOCH
I worked with the year
5/6 teachers in Ysgol
Frongoch during the
first half term to run a
series of weekly French
lessons lasting 20-30
minutes. Going over to
Frongoch and delivering
the lessons there was a
new experience and one
which was really positive.
The year 5/6 pupils were
really enthusiastic and
took part in a variety
of activities which were
focused on learning some
basic vocabulary and
giving simple opinions.
We covered topics such
as myself, food, clothes,
likes and dislikes. The
main focus was oracy
so pupils used a range
of oracy games such
as battleships, le doigt
magique/fastest finger
first, cluedo and various
songs and games to help
them learn.
To celebrate their
success I went over with
Mrs Pierce and Mrs
Howlett to thank them
all for their hard work
and effort and to give
a certificate to each of
them.
It was such an enjoyable
experience and a great
opportunity to get to
meet the pupils who will
move up to Denbigh High
in the next few years. I
hope that it is a project
which we can do again
in the next school year
and involve other primary
schools as well.
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Creative writing at
							 Denbigh High!
Rotary competition success
Congratulations to Millie Jones in Year 9 who has
wont he intermediate category of the local round
of the Rotary Young Writers competition. Her short
story on the theme of “Connections” will go through
to the district round of the competition and, if successful there, Millie will progress to the National
Final with a chance to win a vocational experience
with a newspaper or publishing house. Well done
Millie!

500 Words is back!
This month has seen the launch of
Radio 2’s 500 words competition.
We have been really successful as
a school with our entries over the
last couple of years, with students
going through to the second round
for the past two years running. This

is a huge achievement considering
there are over 20,000 entries each
time!
We will again be supporting
students aged up to 13 to submit
stories by the deadline of 27
February so get writing!!!

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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A-LEVELRESULTS 2019
School Report’s Significant Increase in A Level Results
This summer, we celebrated
our A Level results which saw a
significant rise in the highest A*/A
grades for the second year in a
row.
The top A level or equivalent
grades have risen again, by
an impressive 27% with 59% of
students achieving at least one
A*/A, compared to 32% last year.
This is due to 39% of all entries
being A/A*.

In addition, the school has
maintained its record level
from last year with 82% of
all grades achieved being
A* - C.

and Physics; and Jessica
Briody-Hughes who
achieved A* in Biology and
A grades in Chemistry and
History.

Amongst the stand
out achievers were
Katie Rowlands* with
Holly Roberts with A* in
Chemistry, Maths and
Further Maths, and A in
Physics; Joseph Fishwick
with three A* grades in
Maths, Further Maths

Other students achieving
the highest A* and A
grades at A level or
equivalent include Harry
Edwards, Kala Gowing,
Theo Halton, Isobel
Lloyd, Amy Martin, Katie
Rowlands, Ross Slater and
Alan Turner.

Dr Evans said “I am extremely
proud of the achievement of
our A-Level students. In many
instances, they have exceeded
our expectations. Due to their
success, students are going on
to study a plethora of courses
ranging from mathematics to
nursing, mental health and
teaching. Such results are a
culmination of the dedication,
hard work and perseverance
displayed by the students and
teachers who prepared them for
their exams. Our improved results
for the second year continue our
trend of improvement across the
school.”
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Sport in School

WINNERS

The big celebration is winning the Denbighshire “Sport
in School” Award. We were one of 3 schools shortlisted
(all from Denbigh) which we successfully won. We were
recognised for our huge commitment in providing our
young people at Denbigh High with an opportunity to
take part and excel in school sport.

Yr 7 & 8 Rugby Team

The boys competed in a county festival of rugby
during the Rugby World Cup 2019. They all had a great
day and competed really well against the opposition.
Watching the national team must have inspired them!
Results below
Denbigh 10 - 5 Glan Clywd; Denbigh 15 - 10 Emrys Ap
Iwan; Denbigh 0 - 20 Brynhyfryd; Denbigh 25 - 0 Rhyl

We won 3 out of 4, which is a brilliant achievement!
Our Yr7 rugby boys played DHS’ first rugby fixture
against Ysgol Glan Clwyd for many years in November.
It was fantastic to see so many parents supporting
and the boys really competing well against strong
opposition. Stand out performers were Oli Owen and
Tom Salisbury, who scored an amazing individual try.

Football

Our year 9 boys
football team
reached the 3rd
round of the Welsh
Cup, narrowly losing
to Ysgol Elfed.
Standout players
were Harry Payne,
Rio Slater, Harry
Martin and Lewis
Williams.

Cross Country

On Friday November 15th a large
number of pupils competed
in the county cross country
competition in Llangollen. It was
fantastic to see so many of our
pupils representing the school
in the event. Alecsander Cyra
being our standout performer,
finishing 5th. He will next represent
Denbighshire in the NE Wales
Championships in Mold, on the
16th January.

Urdd Swimming
Championships

A number of our pupils competed in the Urdd
Swimming Championships on November 19th. Ellie
Hughes (breaststroke) and Garth Owen-Smith
(butterfly, breaststroke) both winning their events
and will now have the opportunity to represent
Denbighshire in Cardiff on the 26th January in the
National event.
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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The end of last term saw a reward trip organised for a
group of boys who had not only demonstrated excellent
behaviour and huge participation in a variety of 5x60
clubs, but also showed a willingness to help run and
create sporting opportunities for other pupils through
sports leadership and volunteering. Due to their
excellent efforts throughout the term, we took the group
on a whole school day trip to Chillfactore indoor ski
centre in Manchester. The group participated in lessons
and drills which worked on their skiing techniques and
then afterwards were able to let loose in the ski park,
where activities such as doughnut slaloms and sledging
were available and thoroughly enjoyed. The day was a
complete success, with everyone wanting to go back
again!

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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A young Denbigh High School
pupil has made her mark in an
international F1 competition in Abu
Dhabi. Fourteen-year-old Libby
Chapman is one of only 10 talented
youngsters from across the world
selected to join the Unilever Williams
Engineering Academy.
Libby was a member of the Denbigh
High School team which represented
Wales at the F1 in Schools Final held
in Abu Dhabi to coincide with the
final race in this year’s Grand Prix
Series won by Lewis Hamilton.The
team comprised of Libby, who was
the design engineer, and her 15-yearold Year 10 colleagues Tom Fishwick
(manufacturing engineer), Zara Addis
(resources manager) and Hollie Lloyd
(team manager).
Denbigh High School has had
considerable success in the
competition in the past and this
year’s team, which qualified by
winning the regional and Welsh finals,
picked up many useful hints from last
year’s entrants. Competition in the
world final was extremely keen, with
55 teams, and the Denbigh quartet,
under the company name Quantum,
was among the youngest.
All teams are required to
demonstrate design skills, team work,
marketing ability and financial nous,
and they had to produce a portfolio
to support their entry.
Most of the teams came from
independent schools but Quantum
had to raise £27,000 through grants,
sponsorship and fundraising
activities. “We worked at it every
single dinner break, after school and
during holidays, and one night we
were even in school until 11.30pm,”
said Libby .

we can improve,” said Hollie.
The technical input came from Tom,
who ensured their entry met all the
strict criteria.
“I’ve always been interested in
engineering and over the years I’ve
learned specific skills,” he said.
Libby caught the eye of the judges
after a series of written and practical
challenges set by
Williams engineers and the 300+
youngsters were whittled down to 10,
all of whom will be
mentored over the next 12 months.
She is waiting to hear the exact
details of the scheme, and still not
sure what career she will eventually
follow. “But this is a great chance
which will be great for my CV,” she
said.
Gareth Jones, Denbigh High’s head
of design and technology, who
accompanied the team to Abu Dhabi,
was proud of their achievements and
their professionalism. “The standard
of work from all the teams in the
competition was awe- inspiring,” he
said.
Denbigh High School’s Quantum
team of (left to right) Tom, Hollie,
Libby and Zara.
Please see the next page for the
congratulatory letter from the Welsh
Minister for Education.

Teams are allowed to compete only
twice in the world final and the
Quantum quartet are
already looking forward to qualifying
again next year. “We know now what
the judges are looking for and how
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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Careers Fair

Year 9 took part in a Careers Fair organised by Careers Wales. Students
were really excited to meet a range of reptiles as well as learn more a bout
carerrs from nursing to aircraft engineering and video game design to
firefighting. We also bumped in to Kieran Miller who left Denbigh High last
year to attend Wrexham Military Preparation School.

Delicious, Delightful Food
This is just a small selection of the delicious dinners and delightful
desserts rustled up by our keen chefs. Keep an eye on our Facebook page
for regular updates from our “masterchefs”!

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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VARIOUS 2COUNCIL
SCHOOL
D

enbigh High School –
Council report

Last year, the council was
not only responsible for
the new uniform but also
creating the new motto
“Believe Exceed”.
This year, we have two
committees on the school
council.
The pastoral council is
made up of 2 reps from
each year group. Our
main focus this year is
on helping students with
their mental health. In
October, for the Young
Minds “Hello Yellow”
mental health awareness
day, members of the
council wore something
yellow to get a discussion
started. Three members
of staff are going on
mental health training

and we are going to work
with them to improve
mental health first aid at
school. For December,
we have launched the
Young Minds mental
health advent calendar
in KS3 where there are
different activities each
registration to do as a
class to improve mental
wellbeing.
We also requested a
meeting with Mandy
from the canteen as
there were problems with
the queuing system at
lunch in particular. We
agreed a new system that
Mandy has put in place
at break and lunch which
has made a massive
difference.
Our other area of focus
this year, in line with the
Welsh Youth Parliament
aims, is to reduce single

use plastics in school.
We are going to raise
awareness and funds all
year so that we can buy a
reusable bottle for every
student next September.
We will be meeting with
the head of the canteen
to look at them buying
bigger bottles and then
decanting the drink into
the reusable ones. We
have held assemblies for
all year groups where
Mrs Williams tipped out
two bin bags of cans and
bottles that she collected
in 40minutes from around
the school that were not
in the recycling!
We held a non-uniform
day at the end of half
term to raise money
towards school council
goals. We raised £466!
This money will be used
for the reusable bottles
and we have also bought
a cage and footballs for
each year group so that
they can play football at
lunch on the yard.
The teaching and
learning committee are
made up of students
who have been chosen
by curriculum leaders
to be ambassadors for
their subject. These
students will be working
on developing and
promoting positive
attitudes to learning,
particularly growth
mindset. So far, they
have come up with:

Ambitious
Determined
Confident
Motivated
Hardworking
Helpful
Resilient
Happy
Contributes
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These characteristics
were launched with
students in assembly
and are about to appear
on posters around the
school. We will meet
again in the new year to
look at how to develop
these characteristics
in students and how
to introduce ideas and
activities into lessons.
Some of the council also
gave feedback about
the new assessment
sheets. They felt they
were good because they
make it really clear what
the success criteria
are for all the tasks.
Students also liked
having the specific box
for practising spellings.
They also like it when
the teacher handwrites
in the EBI though as
it feels more personal.
We also took part in a
listening to learners’
activity at the start of
the year giving feedback
on the new presentation
expectations.
Next term, we are going
to set up a school
council surgery in the
library one lunch time
each week so that more
of the school community
can be directly involved
in plans. Students can
come directly to use with
any problems or issues
so that they know they
have a fellow student
who will listen to them.
Andrea and Tom from
Year 11 took part in the
Denbighshire Schools
Council Forum in
October where they
presented the work
we have done to high
schools from across the
county. We hosted the
event and the visiting
staff and students were
really impressed with
the focus of students in
lessons as they toured
the school, as well as how
great the new uniform
looks!

Charity Fundraising
In our first term, we have held
a number of fundraising events
in school, for Macmillan Cancer
Support, Save the Children, and
for the School Council fund to
buy reusable plastic bottles
for all members of the school
community.
The Macmillan Coffee morning
saw cakes made by students
from across KS3, with a European
Day of Languages theme. Cakes
were judged by members of the
6th Form,based on taste and
appearance. Friends and family
of our new Year 7 learners were
invited to the morning so that
they had a chance to visit the
school and see how their children
were settling in. The cakes were
then sold at break time and we
raised over £200!
Our next fundraising event was in
November. The School Council
organised an own clothes day
on the theme of “Wear Red” to
celebrate the Welsh Rugby team
making the semi finals of the
Rugby World Cup. Some of the
money raised has already been
spent on purchaing footballs
and a cage to keep them
in for the yard at lunch time
and the Concil are also going
to buy basketballs. The rest of
the money is going towards our
campaign to reduce single use
plastic consumption in school
by buying reusable bottles
for all members of the school
community.
Our final fundraising effort last
term, again spear-headed by the
School Council, was taking part
in Save the Children’s Christmas
Jumper Day. Students and staff
paid to wear their own jumpers
and also donated to make sure
that Mr Wilde had to wear the
ugliest jumper as designed by
Year 11.
Many thanks to every member
of staff and all the students who
joined in all the fun and helped
us raise so much money!
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk 13

C

elebration of achievement

O

n the last day of term, we held our
termly Celebration of Achievement
event - but with a difference this
year. Following on from the work of the
School Council: Teaching and Learning
Committee, we moved away from academic
subject awards to focus instead on the
qualities that they felt made an excellent
Denbigh High School student. These are
being: ambitious, determined, confident,
motivated, hard working, resilient, happy
and making a contribution.

S

taff across the school nominated
students in KS3, 4 and 5 for the
awards and each nominee received
a certificate to recognise their success
over the term. Additionally, the names
of all the nominees were placed into an
envelope and one lucky winner was drawn
to win a £10 prize for each category. If a
student had been nominated in a category
more than once then they were entered
more than once into the draw, therefore
increasing their chances of success.
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T

he audience was also treated to
singing and drumming performances
from our school choir and two Year 7
students who receive peripatetic drumming
lessons. It was a really festive end to a
great term!

R

esponse to the new format from
parents and students alike was really
positive, as the event was much more
inclusive - every child has the potential
to earn a nomination, regardless of
academic ability and so the awards truly
celebrate the great range of talents that
are demonstrated daily by our wonderful
learners!

Make some NOISE!!!

Year 7 students were treated to a fantastic concert
by some of our peripatetic music teachers earlier
this year. In a fun and interactive session, students
listened to a live band using current chart hits to
inspire the next generation of musicians.
If any students are interested in learning an
instrument, please see Mrs L Williams (music) for
more information.

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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Year 11
With final GCSE examinations approaching, Year 11
are heading into the home straight with Prom and results day firmly in their sights. There are a number of
strategies that have been put in place to make sure
that all students are supported to achieve the best
results of which they are capable.

Revision sessions will run for students during lunch
times and after school. While we have tried to ensure
that revision is spread out as much as possible, there
will be days when more than one subject is on at the
same time due to there being more than five courses
offered at GCSE. Students should therefore look carefully at the revision timetable and discuss it with their
teachers to make sure they attend the sessions which
will most benefit their individual needs.

Year 11 Revision Sessions
Monday
Lunchtime

English

Maths (Int)

Product
Design
(Project Work)

Maths
(Found)

French
(speaking)
After school

Tuesday

1) Science
2) Product
Design
(Project Work)

Product
Design
(Project Work)
1) Product
Design
(Project Work
with HDN)

Wednesday

Thursday

Product
Design
(Project Work)

Science

P.E.

Product
Design
(Project Work)

1) Cymraeg

1) English

2) Product
Design
(Project Work)

2) Product
Design
(Project Work)

History

Independent Learning
In addition to revision sessions, we also subscribe
to an excellent resource called PiXL Independence.
When students log in to the site, they will find links to
booklets which they can use independently at home
to aid their revision. They contain a range of material
including quizzes and example papers.
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The log in details are:
Link: https://students.pixl.org.uk
PiXL School Number: 905591
Password: Indep107

Friday
Maths
(Higher)
Product
Design
(Project Work)

#BeLikeCliff
We are also running a campaign with Year 11 which is
a bit of fun but has a thoughtful message behind it.
In 1983, Cliff Young, a 61-year-old potato farmer won
the inaugural Westfield Sydney to Melbourne Ultramarathon, a distance of 544 miles.
Young ran at a slow, loping pace, and trailed the pack
by a large margin at the end of the first day.
While the other competitors stopped to sleep for six
hours, however, Young kept running. He ran continuously for five days, taking the lead during the first
night and eventually winning by ten hours.

No one told him to stop.
This attitude of determination, hard work, perseverance and ambition is so impressive but is also an attitude we
want to instil in our learners so that they are fully equipped for their GCSE exams. So we are asking our Year 11
learners on a daily basis – what have you done to #BeLikeCliff!

Save the date

The Year 11 Record of Achievement Ceremony and
Prom will take place on Friday 26 June.
More information will follow in due course.

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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Cymraeg

The Urdd Club is on every Wednesday lunchtime in C2 and on the Astro terf. Year 7 and 8 are
all welcome. Croeso i bawb!
Elfed Wyn Jones came
in to speak to our
pupils before Christmas
about the history of the
Welsh language and the
Tryweryn reservoir.

The theatre company Mewn
Cymeriad came in to do a
production on the history
of the Welsh language. Year
7 thoroughly enjoyed the
performance by the famous
Welsh actor Llion Williams
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Lego Regionals

Denbigh High School’s team Metropolis
competed in the North Wales regional finals of
the First Lego League.
The team have done exceptionally well,
putting their team work, programming and
robotics skills to the test against teams from 16
other secondary schools.

We are delighted that they won an award for
core values. Mr G Jones said “team metropolis
deserve this recognition for their outstanding
commitment and innovation in this STEM
project. There has been lots to learn along the
way and it has been great fun! ”

www.denbighhighschool.co.uk
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H E A D T E A C H E R ’ S
The front cover of this newsletter shows our new
intake of Year 7 pupils looking resplendent in their
school uniform on their first day in Denbigh High last
September. Our new uniform was intended to be
phased in over two years but the pupils have really
bought into it and a large percentage selected to
wear the new uniform by choice. The change in style
has been popular and the school has received many
complimentary comments from the community at large,
praising how smart our pupils look and how they now
carry themselves with a sense of pride. It has certainly
helped to provide the school with a more positive ethos
and for this I am grateful to all parents/carers who
have supported us with this improvement initiative, for
without your willing cooperation we would not have had
the success we have had. For this I wish to express my
sincere thanks and appreciation.
In an effort to develop ever closer links with parents we
launched Parentmail last term and currently have over
81% of parents signed up to this app. Our intention
is to reduce paper wastage by sending out all letters,
newsletters and other information via app rather than
printing paper copies, many of which fail to reach their
intended destination. Parentmail also allows you the
opportunity to book your own appointments to each
Parents’ Evening and to control what times you wish to
arrive in school. If you have not yet signed up please
contact Mrs Lisa Allington in the school office. We also
make extensive use of email and we are able to contact
86% of parents through this medium. Again, if you are
not signed up please supply us with your email address.
In December Estyn, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for
Schools in Wales, carried out the third of its monitoring
visits. On this occasion they focused their attention on
two areas, namely standards and teaching and learning.
They concluded that the school now has the correct
policies and procedures in place to drive up standards
and while this process is being embedded it will be
necessary to keep the school in special measures. The
evaluative language used by Estyn in their feedback
provided clear proof that in their opinion standards in
teaching and learning were improving. They felt that
overall pupils were more engaged in their learning,
showed respect to their peers and applied appropriate
knowledge to the tasks at hand. They felt that behaviour
across the school was good, enabling pupils to actively
participate in the learning process. Estyn will return
towards the end of this term.
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M E S S A G E

As this newsletter highlights, the pupils of Denbigh
High have continued to engage in a full range of extracurricular activities. Congratulations are due to the PE
Department who won the ‘Sport in Schools’ award in
recognition for the wide range of opportunities afforded
to our pupils through lunch, after school and various
team sporting events which they offer our pupils, run
by both the Department and our 5x60 colleagues.
The Welsh Department has been active with its Urdd
Club and we are currently preparing to participate in
both musical and Welsh learner activities in the Urdd
Eistedfodd which is being held in Denbigh in May. The
school is hosting the regional heats in March. Success
has been achieved by Team Quantum who competed in
the F1 World Championship in Abu Dhaui. At the end of
term we held our Celebration of Achievement in which
pupils in each Key Stage were nominated for awards
for demonstrating characteristics of an excellent DHS
student and they included such categories as ambition,
determination, resilience and motivation. You may
well have viewed the photographs of the well deserved
winners which we shared on our social media platforms.
At the end of term the school wished Mr Andy Skeoch,
Assistant Head responsible for behaviour, attendance
and pupil wellbeing, every success as he left to take up
a new post and we thanked him for his commitment to
the school over many years. His work will now be taken
on by Mrs Kellie Wynne-Jones who will look after pupil
wellbeing and inclusion, Mr George Ryan who will look
after attendance and Mrs Linda Evans who will support
the development of teaching and learning. Mr Wilde,
Deputy Head, will now have overall charge of behaviour.
In mid-January we said goodbye to Mrs Julie Mackie
who retired as one of our cleaners. She had completed
38 years of dedicated service and the school wished her
every happiness in her retirement. Thanks were also
given to Mrs Debbie Williams, teaching assistant, who
left to take up a new post.
This coming term will be another busy time for the
school and its pupils and we wish our KS4 and KS5
pupils every success as they prepare for their external
examinations which will start in May.
Kind regards,
Dr Paul Evans
Headteacher

