






















































Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
Health and Social Care 

 
 

 
Edexcel 

 
BTEC Level 2 First 

Certificate 

 
No Tiers; Grades will be Pass, Merit, Distinction or  Distinction* 

Course overview: 
 
Year 10: 
During Year 10 Students will complete four units of the seven units required to complete the course. Three will all be assessed through coursework which will be 
compared to the grading criteria and level determined. Then one will be an examination in the Summer Term, this will also be awarded Pass, Merit, Distinction or 
Distinction*. The students will receive feedback and be given time to ensure that their work is of a high standard in order to achieve the best level possible. 
 
Year 11:   
During Year 11 a further three units will be completed to gain their certificate in the Summer. Assessment will be through the same process as Year 10 so students 
will have become accustomed to this. Two units will be assessed internally and then one unit will be an Examination. Again the students will receive feedback and be 
given time to ensure that their work is of a high standard in order to achieve the best level possible. 
 

 

 
Unit 1: 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Human Lifespan Development 

 
Examination 

 
Dates:  

17/05/2017 
 

 
Number of 
questions 

 
Weighting 

 

Unit overview: 
 
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to gain the knowledge, understanding and practical skills they need to be able to explore human growth and 
development across life stages. They will also investigate factors that affect human growth and development and how they are interrelated. 
 

 
3 Credits 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Support through ensuring work is in on time so student can use time to act on the feedback given. 
• Read through work to help check for errors. 
• Ensure they carry out thorough revision for the summer exam. 
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Unit 2: 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Health and Social Care Values 

 
Controlled Assessment  

 
Dates: 

 

 
Number of 
questions 

 
Weighting 

 

Unit overview: 
 
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to gain knowledge and understanding to explore the care values that underpin current practice in Health and 
Social Care. They will investigate ways of empowering individuals who use Health and Social Care services. 
 

 
3 Credits 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Support through ensuring work is in on time so student can use time to act on the feedback given. 
• Read through work to help check for errors. 
• Encourage to read around the subject. 

 

 
Unit 3 : 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Effective Communication in Health and Social 
Care 

 
Controlled Assessment  

 
Dates: 

 

 
Number of 
questions 

 
Weighting 

 

Unit overview: 
 
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to gain the knowledge, understanding and skills to investigate different forms of communication. To 
investigate barriers to communication and how to communicate effectively in Health and Social Care.  
 

 
3 Credits 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Support through ensuring work is in on time so student can use time to act on the feedback given. 
• Read through work to help check for errors. 
• Encourage to read around the subject. 
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Unit 4 : 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Social Influences on Health and Wellbeing 

 
Controlled Assessment  

 
Dates: 

 

 
Number of 
questions 

 
Weighting 

 

Unit overview: 
 
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to gain the knowledge and understanding to explore the effects of socialisation on the health and wellbeing of 
individuals. To understand the influences that relationships have on the health and wellbeing of individuals and to investigate the effects of social 
factors on the health and wellbeing of individuals. 
 

 
3 Credits 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Support through ensuring work is in on time so student can use time to act on the feedback given. 
• Read through work to help check for errors. 
• Encourage to read around the subject. 

 

Revision Classes:    
 
There will be revision classes in the Summer Term in the lead up to the exam on the 18/05/2016. 
 
Moodle site:  
 
Currently being developed. 
 
Revision Guides available: 
 
Revision Guide available for Unit 1 Human Lifespan Development Exam and Unit 9 Healthy Living Exam: BTEC First in Health and Social Care Revision Guide 
ISBN: 9781446909812 (Approx £3.99) 
 
Work Book Available for Unit 1 Human Lifespan Development Exam and Unit 9 Healthy Living Exam: BTEC First in Health and Social Care Revision Workbook 
ISBN: 9781446909829 (Approx £3.99) 
 
Book: BTEC First Health and Social Care ISBN: 978-1-4469-0135-9  (Approx £20) 
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Resources / equipment required for course: 
 
Ring Binder folder to store their work in. 
 

Further subject specific information: 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: Miss Cassandra Boczek. 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
History 

    

 
WJEC 

 
GCSE 

 
No tiers – all pupils sit the same examination papers 

Course overview: 
Four Units have to be completed to qualify for an award in GCSE History: 
 
Year 10:  Unit 3: The Development of the USA, 1930-2000 
 
                 Unit 1: The History of Germany, 1919-1947 
                  
Year 11:  Unit 2: The History of Russia, 1905-1924 
                 Unit 4: Controlled Assessment – British History: (2017-18 = To what extent were the lives of women on the Home Front affected by WWI?) 
                                                                                                         (2017-18 = Were First World War generals like Haig incompetent leaders?) 
                  

 

 
Unit 1: 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

The History of Germany, 1919-47 

 
Examination 

1 x 1 hr 15 min exam paper  

 
Dates: 

June 2018 

 
Number of 
questions: 

10 

 
Weighting 

25% 

Unit overview: 
This is a Study in Depth Unit and it is divided into three sub-sections: 
Section A: The Rise of the Nazi Party and the Consolidation of Power, 1919-34 
Section B: Changing Life for the German People, 1933-39 
Section C: War and its Impact on Life in Germany, 1939-47 
 
Pupils will be required to answer questions from all three sections on the examination paper.  The examination paper tests specific historical skills: 
Section A – source analysis and evaluation skills 
Section B – recall of factual knowledge and historical understanding 
Section C – essay writing skills 
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How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Encourage your child to read through the course booklets which the Department gives out to each pupil.  They need to learn the factual content and also practice 

the exam style questions 
• Use the internet  eg: BBC Bitesize; Youtube clips 
• Buy the WJEC Revision Guide for GCSE History which contains revision notes, revision exercises and exam practice questions. It also gives you internet access to 

                  model answers and on-line quizzes 
• Test your child on the factual content 

 

 
Unit 2: 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

The History of Russia, 1905-1924 

 
Examination: 

1 x 1 hr 15 min exam paper 
 

 
Dates: 

       June 2018 

 
Number of 
questions: 

10 

 
Weighting: 

25% 
 

Unit overview:   
This is a Study in Depth Unit and it is divided into three sub-sections: 
Section A: The Causes and Impact of the Russian Revolutions of 1917 
Section B: The Causes and Impact of the Civil War, 1918-1921 
Section C: The Development of the Communist State, 1921-1924 
 
Pupils will be required to answer questions from all three sections on the examination paper.  The examination paper tests specific historical skills: 
Section A – source analysis and evaluation skills 
Section B – recall of factual knowledge and historical understanding 
Section C – essay writing skills 
 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Encourage your child to read through the course booklets which the Department gives out to each pupil. They need to learn the factual content and also practice 

the exam style questions 
• Use the internet eg: BBC Bitesize; Youtube clips 
• Buy the WJEC Revision Guide for GCSE History which contains revision notes, revision exercises and exam practice questions. It also gives you internet access to 

model answers and on-line quizzes 
• Test your child on the factual content 
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Unit 3 : 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

The Development of the USA, 1930-2000 

Examination 
1 x 1 hr 15 min exam paper 

[This will have been sat in June 2016 but can 
be re-taken in 2017] 

 
Dates: 

June 2017 

 
Number of 
questions: 

11 

 
Weighting 

25% 

Unit overview: 
This is an Outline Unit and it is divided into two sub-sections: 
Section A: Changing Attitudes to the Race Issue in the USA, 1930-2000 
Section B: The USA and the Wider World, 1930-2000 
 
Pupils will be required to answer questions from three sections on the examination paper.  The examination paper tests specific historical skills: 
Section A: recall of factual knowledge and historical understanding; use of sources to denote change/continuity  
Section B: recall of factual knowledge and historical understanding; use of sources to denote change/continuity 
Section C: essay writing skills 
 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Encourage your child to read through the course booklets which the Department gives out to each pupil. They need to learn the factual 
                 content and also practice the exam style questions 
• Use the internet  eg: BBC Bitesize; Youtube clips 
• Buy the WJEC Revision Guide for GCSE History which contains revision notes, revision exercises and exam practice questions. It also gives you internet access to 
                  model answers and on-line quizzes 
• Test your child on the factual content 

 

 
Unit 4 : 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

British History 

 
 Controlled Assessment  

(Two assignments completed in class) 

 
Dates: 

Oct/Dec in Yr 11 

 
Number of 
questions: 

2 

 
Weighting 

25% 
 

Unit overview: 
Pupils are required to complete two written assignments on aspects of British History: 
Assignment One: 800 word source evaluation essay based on: :  
                                2016-17 = To what extent were the lives of women on the Home Front affected by WWI? 
                                                                                                                 
Assignment Two: 1500 word source evaluation/historical interpretation essay based on: 
                                 2016-17 = Were First World War generals like Haig incompetent leaders? 
 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
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• Ensure that your child attends school regularly so that they do not miss any of the controlled assessment lessons – work can only be completed in the classroom  
• Encourage your child to undertake some background reading research prior to commencement of the tasks 

 
 

Revision Classes:    
• Revision classes will be offered during lunchtimes and afterschool in the spring term 
• Revision classes will also be offered during the Easter holidays/May half-term break 

 
Revision Guides available: 
 

       
 
My Revision Notes WJEC GCSE History by R. Paul Evans (Hodder Education, 2014).  ISBN: 978-1-4718-3034-1 
WJEC GCSE History: The USA 1910-1929 and Germany 1929-1947 by J. Wright, S. Waugh & R. Paul Evans (ed.), (Hodder Education, 2010)  ISBN: 978-1444112207 
WJEC GCSE History: The Development of the USA 1929-2000 by J. Wright, S.Waugh & R. Paul Evans (ed.), (Hodder Education, 2010)  ISBN: 978-1444112191 
WJEC GCSE History: Russia in Transition, 1905-1924 by J. Wright, S. Waugh & R. Paul Evans (ed.), (Hodder Education, 2013) ISBN:  9781444156294 
 
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/tch_wjec/  
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/adolf_hitler.htm  
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/  
 
Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: Dr. R Paul Evans 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:   

 
Information and 

Communications Technology 
    

 
OCR 

 
Cambridge National 

Certificate 

 
Level 2 

Course overview: 
 
Year 10: During the year the learners will study two units. Unit R001: Understanding computer systems and Unit R002: Using ICT to create business 
solutions. The first of these units is assessed by a written examination, the second unit via a series of tasks.  
 
Year 11:  On entering Year 11, the learners are expected to have developed a level of knowledge sufficient enough to enable them to specialise in a 
particular area of ICT. These specialisms are in interactive products (Unit R005) and spreadsheets (Unit R003). Both of these units are assessed through a 
series of tasks.  
 
Throughout the course, all of the IT solutions created are expected to be of a professional standard – a quality which real business would be happy to use. 
 

 

 
Unit R001 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Understanding computer systems 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment 

Written examination, 1 hour 

 
Dates: 

Summer 2015 

 
Weighting 

25% 
 

Unit overview: 
 
This unit will provide learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding required to use computer systems effectively. Learners will develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the systems they use both at home and at school and will explore how these same technologies are used by business 
organisations. 
This unit complements unit R002. In unit R001 learners will study the computer system on which applications software sits and consider the implications of 
working with data to create content, while in unit R002 they will work with ‘office’ applications software to edit and format/create content to meet specified 
business purposes. 
From personal computers to smartphones, computing devices are an essential feature of the modern world. Technology may be changing every day, but the 
knowledge and understanding of how to use computers effectively is the same regardless of the technology being used. Computers are powerful devices for 
the storage and manipulation of data, but how can they be used effectively and the important data they use be stored securely? 
On completion of this unit, learners will have gained the knowledge and understanding to use computers more effectively in a variety of different contexts 
including home, school and the workplace. Their regard for their own personal data security and for the security of the data of others will be increased and, 
overall, learners will be more informed users of computers making them more effective participators in business and social life. 
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How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
 

• Provide an area at home which learners can use to study quietly, without distractions. 
• Help plan a revision timetable for the written examination. 
• Ensure that that the pupils spend at least two hours per week, in the six weeks prior to the exam, preparing the Pre-Release.  
• An official revision guide for this unit is available: My Revision Notes OCR Cambridge Nationals in ICT Levels 1/2 Unit 1 Understanding Computer 

System, by Sonia Stuart and Brian Gillinder. This book is available both in paperback format and e-book.  
 

 
Unit 
R002 

 

 
Unit Title: 

Using ICT to create business 
solutions 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment  

Centre assessed task  

 
Dates: 

Autumn/Spring term 

 
Weighting 

25% 

Unit overview: 
This unit will enable learners to develop ICT skills that would equip them to operate effectively in a business environment. This unit complements unit R001. 
In unit R001 learners will study the computer system on which applications software sits and consider the implications of working with data to create 
content, while in this unit they will work with ‘office’ applications software to edit and format/create content to meet specified business purposes. 
Learners will use a wide range of applications that are commonly used in the workplace, schools, and in further and higher education. They will learn how to 
select the most appropriate software to complete tasks to meet specified business requirements in a variety of contexts. They will learn how to use software 
tools to handle data and communicate information for a range of business purposes, and how to apply formatting to enhance those documents to suit their 
purpose and intended audience. This type of skill is very valuable as it can be transferred from one software application to another. So if the learner is able 
to secure these skills through this unit they will be prepared to use a range of software applications effectively. They will learn to work with a variety of file 
types and to integrate/import files of different types into other documents. They will develop techniques to search for, select and store information in a 
variety of contexts. They will learn how to select the tools and techniques to communicate information and solve problems.  
 
On completion of this unit learners will have extended their capability in the use of applications software. 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 

• Ensure that home learning tasks are completed. 
• Arrange access to the Internet, whether this be at home or local library, so that pupils are able to access Moodle.  
 

 

Moodle site:  
The ICT course is available to learners on Moodle, as we are developing it: http://dhs.d-wdl.net  or Google “Denbigh High School Moodle”.  
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
Denbigh High School Moodle 
Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

Mr S Molloy 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
Mathematics 

    

 
WJEC 

 
GCSE Numeracy  

GCSE Mathematics 

Higher Tier: A* - C 
Intermediate Tier B - E 
Foundation Tier: D - G 

 
The course covers the following areas of mathematics: 

1. Using and applying mathematics – The use of knowledge, skills and understanding in practical tasks, in real life problems and investigations. 
2. Number – The understanding and use of number, including estimation and approximation, interpreting results and checking for accuracy.  
3. Algebra – The use of symbols and graphs in expressing relationships.  
4. Geometry and Measure – The properties of 2D and 3D shapes and use of measurement, location and transformation.  
5. Probability and Statistics – The collection, use and interpretation of data and the understanding of probability. 

 
Course 

 
 

 
GCSE Numeracy 

Examination  
 Foundation Tier:  

Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes written Non-
calculator  

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes written calculator 
 

Intermediate and higher: 
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes written Non-

calculator 
Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes written calculator 

 

 
Dates:  

Thursday 25th May 
2017 

Thursday 8th June 
2017 

 
Thursday 25th May 

2017 
Thursday 8th June 

2017 

 
Weighting 
   50% 
 
 
   50% 

Course  GCSE Mathematics  Examination  
 Foundation Tier:  

Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes written Non-
calculator  

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes written calculator 
 

Intermediate and higher: 
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes written Non-

calculator 

Dates  
 

June 2018 
 

 
 

50% 
 

50% 
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Revision Classes:    
Will start after the year 11 November exams 

Revision Guides available from the school: 
CGP GCSE Mathematics Revision Guide 
CGP GCSE Mathematics Workbook 

Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
www.MyMaths.co.uk 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 
http://www.waldomaths.com/ 
Resources / equipment required for course: 
 

Scientific Calculator 
Geometry Set 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: Miss Nicola Jones 
 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes written calculator 
 

 
All pupils in year 10 will take two qualifications in Mathematics, these will be GCSE Numeracy and GCSE Mathematics. GCSE Numeracy will 
focus on the Mathematics that the pupils will need in their everyday lives, in the world of work, and in other general curriculum areas. Most 
questions will be given in a context in the Numeracy exam. GCSE Mathematics will extend to aspects of mathematics needed for progression 
to scientific, technical or further mathematical study. Year 10 will take paper 1 and 2 of Mathematics-Numeracy in June 2017 and then will 
take the two Mathematics papers at the end of year 11. There will also be the opportunity for them to re-sit the Numeracy paper in 
November if they need to improve their grade. Pupils are given a topic list at the beginning of every topic and will have an assessment every 
half term. Year 10 pupils are given an hour of Maths Home learning every week and this will often include practise exam questions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How  can parents/ carers help at home? 

• Students will need to provide their own calculator and geometry set for both lessons and the examinations. 
• All students are expected to complete all pieces of home learning, as this builds on the skills and techniques learnt in the classroom. 
• Pupils will regularly be given exam questions during lessons and these need to be completed if they don’t have time to finish them in class 
• Topic lists will be stuck in their books at the beginning of each revision topic and they will be evaluating their understanding at the end of each topic. 

You can help the pupils to work through their areas of weakness on Mymaths. 
• Students will be issued with Individual Learning Plans and should use these in conjunction with revision guides, MyMaths and revision classes to 

target areas for improvement. 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
Music 

    

 
WJEC 

 
GCSE 

Unit 1 - Performing (Controlled assessment) 
Unit 2 - Composing (Controlled assessment) 
Unit 3 - Appraising (External assessment) 
 

Course overview: 
 
GCSE music requires pupils, through performing, composing and appraising, to develop aural perception and musical knowledge and 
understanding of:  
 the use of musical elements, devices, tonalities and structures 

• the use of resources, conventions, processes, music technology and relevant notations including staff notation 

• the contextual influences that affect the way music is created, performed and heard, including the effect of different intentions, uses, 
venues, occasions, available resources and the cultural environment.  

 

 

 

 

                               
UNIT 1 

Performing Assessment:  
Video recording of performance 

Dates: 
February/March (Year 11) 

Weighting 
 35%  
(84 marks) 

 
Unit overview:  
 
Two contrasting performances. One solo and one as a member of an ensemble, OR two as a member of an ensemble 

• Total performance time must be between 4-6 minutes  
• One piece should connect with an Area of Study at Unit 3  
• Teacher assessed and externally moderated in February/March of Year 11 
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UNIT 3 Appraising Assessment: 
External  

Dates: 
May/June (Year 11) 

Weighting: 
30% 
(72 marks) 

Written Examination (30%):  
1½ hour listening / written examination based on unprepared musical extracts under each of the Areas of Study and an evaluation of a 
performance/composition undertaken during the course.  
 

Assessed externally in May/June  

 

Revision Guides available: 
WJEC/Eduqas GCSE Music (Jan Richards) – Illuminare publishing 
 
 
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/ 
 
Instrumental lessons: 
Additional instrumental lessons will be provided for the students once a week during the school day with peripatetic instrumental teachers (rotating 
timetable). It is vitally important that the pupils attend these lessons and rehearse at home regularly. 
 
 
Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: Mrs E Williams 
 

 
UNIT 2 

 

 
Composition  

Assessment:  
Coursework portfolio (recording and 
score/lead sheet) 

Dates: 
April/May (Year 11) 

Weighting 
35% 
 (84 marks) 

Unit overview: 
Two contrasting compositions.  
 

• Total playing time of both compositions must be between 3-6 minutes 
• One composition will be in response to a brief set by the WJEC in September of Year 11 
• An evaluation of the piece composed in response to the brief 
• Teacher assessed and externally moderated in April/May 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
Performing Arts 

    

 
Pearson (Edexcel) 

 
BTEC Level 2 

No tiers. Grades of Pass, Merit and Distinction and Distinction* 
at Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE grades A*-C) available to all 
candidates.  
Level 1 Pass (GCSE grades D-G) can be awarded to candidates 
not achieving Level 2. 

Course overview:     BTEC LEVEL 1/LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING) 
 
Year 10:  
One mandatory unit: 

• Unit 3 Acting Skills (double unit) 
Year 11:   
Two mandatory units: 

• Unit 1 Individual Showcase 
• Unit 2 Preparation, Performance and Production 

 
The course qualification is equivalent to one GCSE. 
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Unit: 
1 

 

Unit Title: 
Individual Showcase 

 

Assessment: 
Controlled assessment 
Performance on video 

Dates: 
Complete by 

April 2017 

Number of 
assignments: 

2 

Weighting 
30 GLH 

Understand the skills required to progress into employment or training in your chosen area: 
• APPLICATION SKILLS: letter writing, assessing your own skills, writing about yourself 
• Either ACTING: Voice and movement 
• or DANCE or MUSIC: Dance, singing or musical skills 
• or TECHNICAL or DESIGN: Technical (sound, lighting) or design (costume, make-up, set, props)  

 
Choose one scenario set by the examination board for an application: 

• Write a letter of application for the chosen employment or training opportunity 
• Make a short presentation of your skills – e.g. a performance for an audition or setting up technical equipment 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Support pupils with homework and research tasks on roles and skills in the performing arts. 
• Check pupils’ planners for homework tasks as they are set. 

  

Unit: 3 
 
 

Unit Title: 
Acting Skills 

Assessment: 
Folder of work 
Performances 

Dates: 
Complete by 

April 2017 

Number of 
assignments: 

2 

Weighting 
60 GLH 

Learners will: 
• Take part in a series of acting workshops 
• Keep a record of progress, including identifying strengths, areas to develop and targets to improve 
• Working with a small group to prepare and perform an extract from a script 

 
Acting workshop activities will include: 

• use and control of voice, e.g. articulation, projection, breath control, learning lines 
• use and control of movement, e.g. balance, coordination, movement memory, spatial awareness 
• using acting skills, e.g. blocking and stage directions, interpreting and developing a character, receiving and giving constructive and positive 

feedback, using exploratory dramatic techniques 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Encourage your child to develop their skills in drama, dance or music and to build up their confidence and self-esteem. 
• Encourage pupils to learn lines, dance routines, lyrics and music to create a successful performance. 
• Ensure that pupils are completing their log book. 
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Unit: 
2 

Unit Title: 
Preparation, Performance and Production 

Assessment: 
Folder of work 
Performances 

Dates: 
Complete by 

February 2017 

Number of 
assignments: 

1 

Weighting 
30 GLH 

 
Unit overview: 
 

• As a member of a company, create your own piece of theatre based on your research and learning  
• Take part in the preparations for a live performance of “Hairspray” 
• Demonstrate performance or production skills and techniques 
• Keep a log of your work 

 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
• Encourage your child to develop their skills in drama, dance or music and to build up their confidence and self-esteem. 
• Encourage pupils to learn lines, dance routines, lyrics and music to create a successful performance. 
• Ensure that pupils are completing their log book. 

 

Revision Classes:    
From October there will be some after-school classes to help pupils complete units and develop their knowledge. 
 
Moodle site:  
Information for Year 10 pupils will be available on Moodle later this term. 
 
Revision Guides available: 
There is no revision guide for this course. The BTEC Level 2 Performing Arts book was issued at the beginning of Year 10. This gives a guide to what is expected from 
BTEC students. 
 
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
The BTEC website includes the specifications for this course - http://www.edexcel.com/btec 
 
Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
Mrs E Williams 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
Physical Education 

    

 
WJEC 

 
GCSE 

 
Unit 1 Written Exam 

Unit 2 Practical Controlled assessment 
Course overview: 
Module 1 – Health, Training and Fitness (components of fitness, testing, training methods, health, fitness diet & nutrition) 
Module 2 – Psychology of Sport and Physical Activity (skill, ability, information processing, stages of learning, training sessions, practice types, goal setting, motivation, 
skill continuum, guidance) 
Module 3 – Socio-Cultural issues in Sport (sport funding, participation, national lottery, government, sports councils) 
Module 4 – Exercise & Physiology (skeletal system, cardio vascular system, respiratory system) 
Module 5 – Movement Analysis (sports technology, muscle contractions, lever system, axes of movement) 

 

 
Unit 1: 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Written Exam 

 
Examination 

 

 
Dates: 

Summer 2017 
 

 
2 hour paper 

 

 
Weighting 

50% 

Unit overview: 
The examination is a two hour paper.  
Learners will be assessed through a range of short and extended questions.  
The questions will be based on audio-visual stimuli and other sources. The modules covered will be examined in any part of the paper. The more challenging questions will 
be weighted more heavily and require the ability to explain key aspects with detail and analyse sources of information.  
How can parents/carers help at home? 
For each topic covered learners are given exam style questions on a weekly basis. It is essential that all home learning is complete in order to develop exam technique.   
A CD will be provided to all learners which contains all the unit content for the subject in a PowerPoint format. It would be beneficial if they can look over this as often as 
possible to reinforce what they learn in class. 
Modules and information will be available on moodle for all learners to access. 
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Unit 2: 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Practical Controlled Assessment 

 
Controlled Assessment  

 
Dates: 

March 2017 

 
100 marks 
available 

 
Weighting 

50% 

Unit overview: 
The practical assessment requires learners to complete 4 elements of assessment. They must take part as a performer in one individual sport, one team sport and one 
other sport of their choice. Linked to the main sport learners must complete a personal fitness programme.  
Each sport is worth a maximum of 28 marks and the personal fitness programme worth 16 marks.  
How can parents/carers help at home? 
Ensure that learners are organised with appropriate kit for all lessons including Core PE lessons which will support their GCSE lessons. 
Encourage learners to be active in their own time and take part in their chosen sport. 
If the learner is performing, officiating or completing a training log they must keep a diary of when they take part in the activity.  
Any off site activities/sports e.g. skiing, horse riding, dance etc. are required by the WJEC exam board to provide supporting video evidence by the beginning of March for 
their practical assessment.  
 

 

Revision Classes:  
Lunchtime sessions will be available to support learners with completing their personal fitness programme. After the practical assessment general revision classes will be 
held after school on a day that suits most learners. These classes will be particularly important in the time closer to exams and especially for learners who are on the C/D 
borderline.  
There will be the opportunity for learners to take part in additional practical sessions that take place on the extra-curricular time table and representing school for 
various teams in competitions.  
Moodle site:  
www.denbighhighschool.co.uk 
Revision Guides available: 
CD provided with power point presentations 
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
www.teachpe.com 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/ 
www.wjec.co.uk 
Further subject specific information: 
 

If parents require any further information please contact any member of the PE 
department. 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

Mr A Skeoch 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

Product Design 
 
    

AQA GCSE  Single tiered assessment covering grades A*–G to cater for 
students of all abilities. 

Course overview: 
A practical approach that encourages students to design and make products with creativity and originality in a variety of practical activities, using a range 
of materials and techniques. Packaging, labelling and instructions are also encouraged as part of the complete design proposal, while marketing tools, such 
as advertising and points of sale, can be used to supplement the making experience and help create products which can be evaluated for their commercial 
viability. 
Year 10: 
 
In year 10 pupils will develop the necessary skills through the completion of project based work and home learning tasks.  Further information about the 
projects is available through Moodle. 
 
Three of the first projects are detailed below: 
 
Graphics Project: 
This project is designed as an introduction to the Product Design course. Pupils will develop graphical skills that they will implement in both the assessed 
examination and coursework components of the syllabus. Over this 10 week introduction project the pupils will become familiar with the working practices 
and systems within D&T. 
 
Bird House Project: 

 In this project pupils will make a birdhouse from sustainable materials. They will work through a set of practical tasks to learn how to use tools and 
equipment safely. 
 
Pupils will depend on the skills that you develop in this project when you start your coursework. Most of the designing has been done for the candidates to 
allow them to focus mainly on practical skills.  
Pupils will be given a set of materials to use in this project and it is your responsibility to look after them. They will only get one set and must try not to 
make any mistakes and take care in every stage. 
Learners will be following a set of 2D and 3D drawings and will have to look at them carefully to check the dimensions of each part. 
Through completing this project they will learn many useful skills, have fun and hopefully have a quality product to take home with you at the end. 
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Camera Project 
This project is designed to develop a technical understanding of key issues within Product Design. This project covers evaluation, product evolution, 
ergonomics, anthropometrics, scales of production, corporate identity, modelling strategies, analysis and designing. CAD CAM skills are a main focus within 
this project. No real camera gets manufactured however a Styrofoam full size model is manufactured. 
 
Year 11:   
Pupils will spend the majority of lesson time preparing for and completing the two externally assessed unit detailed on the next page.  
 

 

 
Unit 1: 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 

Unit 1: Written Paper (45551) 

 
Written Paper 
(examination) 

 
Dates: 

Summer Yr 11 
 

 
Weighting     

40% 

Unit overview: 
 
Written paper. 

40% of the total marks 
120 marks : 2 hours 

One paper with two sections: 

Section A : 30 marks 
A design question based on context supplied before the exam 

Section B : 90 marks 
Covers all aspects of the specification content, taught trough theory lessons and home learning tasks. 

Candidates must answer all questions.  

How can parents/carers help at home? 
 

• Pupils will need a revision guide available from school for £4. 
• Pupils will need to consistently complete the home learning tasks set.  These are all based on the written paper and designed to improve 

performance in the examination.  Spare home learning task sheets are available in school and on Moodle. 
• All pupils will be given a preliminary research topic set by the examination board in February.  A significant amount of marks will be based on 

question associated to the preliminary material.  Therefore it is essential that pupils complete the tasks set by the school in relation to the topic and 
conduct their own revision/research into this area. 
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Unit 2: 

 

Unit Title: 
Unit 2: Design and Making  Practice 

(45552) 

 
Controlled Assessment  

 
Dates: 

 

 
Number of 
questions 

 
Weighting 

60% 

Controlled Task:  
60% of the total marks 90 marks 

A single design-and-make activity selected from a choice of set tasks, consisting of the development of a made outcome and a concise design folder and/or 
appropriate ICT evidence. These tasks are reviewed every two years. 

The design folder should consist of approximately 20 pages of A3 paper, equivalent A4 paper, or the ICT equivalent.  It is expected that students should 
spend approximately 45 hours on this activity. 

As part of the evidence submitted, students should include photographs of the finished products as well as photographs at various stages of the process. 
Pupils have been given a guidebook for this unit. 
 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 

• Encourage pupils to attend the DT club at lunchtimes (these are on every day per week), or after school on Thursdays. 
• Assist pupils in sourcing specific materials required to make individual designs. 

 
 

Revision Classes:    
Every lunchtime, with access to computers and the opportunity to do practical work.  Thursday after school until 5pm. 
 
Moodle site:  
Details of projects, spare home learning tasks and links to useful websites. 
Revision Guides available: 
From school for £4.  We use the Longsdale/Collins Product Design revision guides.   
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
www.technologystudent.com 

Resources / equipment required for course: 
Revision guide. 
A3 folder (for design work) 
A4 folder (for revision and home learning tasks) 
Some specific materials/resources may be required depending upon the 
candidates own designs. 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
Mr G W Jones 
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      September, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

Religious Studies 
    

WJEC GCSE 4 units covered in YR 10 with Examination 
4 units covered in YR 11 with examination 

Course overview: 
Year 10:  4 units. Religion and life’s issues 
Year 11:  4 units. Religion and human experience. 

 

Religion and 
life’s issues 

YR 10 

 
Unit Title: 

 

 
Examination  

WJEC 

Dates: 
May  2015 

Number of 
units. 

4 

Weighting 
50% 

24 marks per unit 
Unit overview:  
For each topic of the specification questions will be set requiring candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the beliefs, practices, 
values and traditions of:  

either (i) Christianity and one other principal religion  
or (ii) a Christian tradition within the broader context of Christianity. 
 

Topics covered include— Relationships, Is it fair, Looking for meaning, Our world. 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home?  
 
Encourage students to research topics at home, use Moodle and GCSE bite size 

 

Unit 1: 
 

Unit Title: 
Relationships 

  
 

Number of 
questions:   5 

Weighting 
24 markS 

Unit overview:  
Love and commitment, sexual relationships, contraception, marriage, divorce, same sex relationships.  These topics are studied considering the views of 
Christianity and Islam. 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home?  
Encourage students to research topics at home, use Moodle and GCSE bite size. 
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Unit 2: Unit Title: 
Is it fair 

  
 

Number of 
questions:   5 

Weighting 
24 marks 

Unit overview:  
Is equality possible, how does the media influence attitudes, how do religions respond to injustice in the world, the work of Christian aid and Islamic relief. 
These topics are studied considering the views of Christianity and Islam. 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home?  
Encourage students to research topics at home, use Moodle and GCSE bite size. 

 

Unit 3 : 
 

Unit Title: 
Looking for meaning 

 
 

 
 

Number of 
questions: 5 

Weighting 
24 marks 

Unit overview :  
How do people respond to God, what do religious believers, believe about life after death, funeral services. These topics are studied considering the views 
of Christianity and Islam. 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home?  
Encourage students to research topics at home, use Moodle and GCSE bite size 

 

Unit 4 : 
 

Unit Title: 
Our world 

 
 

 
 

Number of 
questions: 5 

Weighting 
24 marks 

Unit overview:   
Creation stories, the meaning or humanity, stewardship, how do religious believers care for animals? These topics are studied considering the views of 
Christianity and Islam. 

 
 

How can parents/carers help at home? 
Encourage students to research topics at home, use Moodle and GCSE bite size 

 

Revision Classes:   After school on Thursday Revision Guides available: on request. 
 

Moodle site: Denbigh High School 
 
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: Re on line, GCSE bite size 
 
Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

Mrs KA Woodcock.  
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Denbigh High School 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -      October, 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
Year 10: Year 1 of Science 

(Double Award) 
    

 
WJEC 

 
GCSE A* - G 

 
Higher and Foundation (Each of the six units can be F or H 

and students can have a mixed entry) 

Course overview: 
Year 10 Sets 1, 2 and 3 follow this two year course. 
  
Science (Double Award) comprises of six units; Biology 1, Chemistry 1, and Physics 1 in year 10 and Biology 2, Chemistry 2, and Physics 2 in year 
11. 
There is a practical assessment, worth 10%, which will take place in the first half of the spring term of year 11. 
All exams will be sat in the summer exam series only. 
Each of the six examined units are worth 15% each of the total, with the practical assessment making up the final 10%. 
 

 

 
Yr. 10 Unit 1: 

 

 
Unit Title: 
Biology 1 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment  

Both 

 
Exam. Date    

Summer 
2017 

 
Number of 
questions 
About 8 

 
Weighting 

15% 

Unit overview 
This unit looks at:      1. Cells and movement across membranes 
                               2. Respiration and the respiratory system in humans 
                               3. Digestion and the digestive system in humans 
                               4. Circulatory system in humans 
                               5. Plants and photosynthesis 
                               6. Ecosystems and human impact on the environment 
Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 
• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 
• Ensure they actively engage in improving their numeracy skills in order to successfully complete the exam questions centred around application of 

number. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 
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• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 
written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 

 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 

 

 
Yr. 10 Unit 2: 

 
Unit Title: 

Chemistry 1 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment  

Both 

 
Exam Date:  

Summer 
2017 

Number of 
questions 
About 8 

 
Weighting 

15% 

Unit overview 
This unit looks at:    1. The nature of substances and chemical reactions 
                              2. Atomic structure and the Periodic Table 
                              3. Water 
                              4. The ever-changing Earth 
                              5. Rate of chemical change                          
Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 
• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 
• Ensure they actively engage in improving their numeracy skills in order to successfully complete the exam questions centred around application of 

number. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 
• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 

 
Yr 10 Unit 3 : 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 
Physics 1 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment  

Both 

 
Exam. Date: 

Summer 
2017 

 
Number of 
questions 
About 8 

 
Weighting 

15% 

Unit overview 
This unit looks at:         1. Electric circuits 
                                  2. Generating electricity 
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                                  3. Making use of energy 
                                  4. Domestic electricity 
                                  5. Features of waves                               
 
Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 
• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 
• Ensure they actively engage in improving their numeracy skills in order to successfully complete the exam questions centred around application of 

number. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 
• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 
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Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 
 

Year 11: Year 2 of Science 
(Double Award) 

    

 
WJEC 

 
GCSE A* - G 

 
Higher and Foundation (Each of the six units can be F or H 

and students can have a mixed entry) 

Course overview:  
 
Science (Double Award) comprises of six units; Biology 1, Chemistry 1, and Physics 1 in year 10 and Biology 2, Chemistry 2, and Physics 2 in year 
11. 
There is a practical assessment, worth 10%, which will take place in the first half of the spring term of year 11. 
All exams will be sat in the summer exam series only. 
Each of the six examined units are worth 15% each of the total, with the practical assessment making up the final 10%. 
 

 

 
Yr. 11 Unit 4: 

 

 
Unit Title: 
Biology 2 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment  

Both 

 
Exam. Date    

Summer 
2018 

 
Number of 
questions 
About 8 

 
Weighting 

15% 

Unit overview 
This unit looks at:     1. Classification and biodiversity 
                               2. Cell division and stem cells 
                               3. DNA and inheritance 
                               4. Variation and evolution 
                               5. Response and regulation 
                               6. Disease, defence and treatment 
 
Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 
• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 
• Complete all online home learning tasks on time and to the best of their ability. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 
• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 
Promote the attendance of after school science revision clubs as early as possible. 
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Yr. 11 Unit 

5: 

 
Unit Title: 

Chemistry 2 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment  

Both 

 
Exam Date:  

Summer 
2018 

Number of 
questions 
About 8 

 
Weighting 

15% 

Unit overview 
This unit looks at:  1. Bonding, structure and properties 
                            2. Acids, bases and salts 
                            3. Metals and their extraction 
                            4. Chemical reactions and energy 
                            5. Crude oil, fuels and carbon compounds                             
 
Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 
• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 
• Complete all online home learning tasks on time and to the best of their ability. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 

• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 
written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
 

How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 
Promote the attendance of after school science revision clubs as early as possible. 
 

 
Yr 11 Unit 6 : 

 
 

 
Unit Title: 
Physics 2 

 
Examination or Controlled Assessment  

Both 

 
Exam. Date: 

Summer 
2018 

 
Number of 
questions 
About 8 

 
Weighting 

15% 

Unit overview 
This unit looks at:        1. Distance, speed and acceleration 
                                  2. Newton's laws 
                                  3. Work and energy 
                                  4. Stars and planets 
                                  5. Types of radiation 
                                  6. Half-life 
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Candidates should: 

• Ensure that they take part in, and make the most of, all classroom learning experiences. 
• Be able to link the knowledge and understanding to experiments and investigations carried out in the lessons. 
• Complete all online home learning tasks on time and to the best of their ability. 
• Revise thoroughly for tests and the examination. 
• Ensure they pay careful attention to honing their literacy skills during learning activities. This is to ensure they are well practiced in producing well 

written, high level answers for all questions, especially any involving marks for Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
Be aware of what the teachers expect of the candidates as described above. 
Encourage pupils to make use of Moodle and Kerboodle for online home learning, revision and widening their knowledge base. 
Promote the attendance of after school science revision clubs as early as possible. 

 
 

Yr 11 Unit 7 : 
 
 

 
Unit Title: 

(Double Award) Practical Assessment 

 
Date: 

Spring 2018 
 
 

 
Weighting 

10% 

Unit overview 
This assessment gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to work scientifically. This will include experimental skills and 
strategies and skills in analysis and evaluation. 
 
The practical assessment is untiered and will take place in the first half of the spring term (January – February). It is recommended that this should be 
in the final year of study (i.e. year 11). 
 
Each year, WJEC will provide three tasks based on the content of GCSE Science (Double Award). This will include one task from each of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. Learners are only required to submit two tasks so centres can select which two they wish to use with their learners. 

• The tasks will be externally marked by WJEC and will change on an annual basis. 
 

 
 
 
NB All information was correct at the time of editing in preparation for the parents information evening but is subject to change without 
prior notice, although appropriate correspondence will be organised in order to update parents and carers of any changes. 
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Ysgol Uwchradd Dinbych 
Parents/Carers Information Evening   -     September 2016 

 
Subject:        Examination Board:  Level of Award:  Tiers:  (Examination Units) 

 
TGAU Welsh Second 

Language 
    

WJEC WJEC Higher Tier: A*-D 
Foundation Tier: C-G 
(No tiers for Controlled Assessment Units) 

Course overview:  
The course provides experiences which give all students the opportunity to reach their full potential in Welsh in line with their needs and abilities. The aim 
is to develop a positive attitude towards Wales, the Welsh language and Welsh cultures. The course also promotes effective use of Welsh. Units 1 and 2 
are assessed in Year 10. Unit 3 (speaking) will be assessed in April 2018 and Unit 4 (written) will be assessed in May 2018 There will be an opportunity to 
resit Unit 2 for students who did not achieve their target grade at the end of Year 9.  
 

 

 
Units 1 and 4 

 

 
Reading and Writing Examination 

 

 
Examination  
May 9, 2017 

Number of 
questions 

4 

Weighting 
25% 

Unit overview: 
UNIT 1/3 – Four questions – 2 to test reading skills and 2 to test writing skills. The exams will each last one hour. Unit 1 topics are all from Context A. Unit 3 
and 4 topics will be from Context B. Unit 1 will be examined on May 9th, 2017 and Unit 4 in 2018. Unit 3 – the speaking exam – will also be examined in 
2018. Unit 1 is an external examination and attendance is compulsory. 
 
How can parents/carers help at home? 
 
GCSE Second Language students will benefit from purchasing the Collins Revision WJEC GCSE Welsh Second Language Essentials book by Jo Knell. 
Encourage students to revise using the GCSE Bitsesize 2nd Language site (Context A) 
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Revision Classes:   Available on request and by prior arrangement. 
 
Revision Guides available: 
Collins Revision WJEC GCSE Welsh Second Language Essentials book by Jo Knell. 
 
Some useful Websites for revision throughout the course: 
 
GCSE Bitesize Second Language Welsh. 
GCSE Bitesize Applied Welsh. 
 

 

Curriculum Leader to contact for further information: 
 

Mrs S.O. Jones 

 

 
Unit 2: 

 

 
Controlled Assessment: Oral tasks 

 
Controlled 

Assessment  

Dates: 
 

Number of 
questions 

2 

 
Weighting 

25% 
Some students will be required to resit Unit 2: 
Controlled Assessment. Topic details will be released a month in advance. Students should have already prepared a 5 minute talk on a specific topic (from 
Context supplied by the WJEC – Wales; Leisure; World of Work; Science and Technology; Citizenship) in Year 10. Every student will need to have been 
recorded giving this presentation. A second part of the assessment will involve a discussion in pairs or threes (which again will need to be recorded). This 
discussion will be based upon a topic chosen by the teacher from a choice of 4 given by the WJEC. The discussion should last between 6 and 8 minutes 
depending on the size of the group. 
 
Each task will be subject to a two week preparation period. Students are expected to work independently with the teacher offering support and acting as 
more of a mentor.  
 
For the recording of the oral work, students are allowed one side of A4 with key words; statistics and quotations (no more than 30 words). 
 
 
How  can parents/ carers help at home? 
 

• Ensure that students realise the importance of setting aside plenty of time to thoroughly master the work.  
• Check their recording times and ensure that they are present in school on this day to be recorded. 
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This notice has been produced on behalf of: 

 
AQA, CCEA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC 

 
Information for candidates – GCSE controlled assessments 

 
This document tells you about some things that you must and must not do when you are 
completing your work. 
 
When you submit any work for marking, you will be asked to sign an authentication 
statement confirming that you have read and followed these regulations. 
 
If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher or lecturer. 
 
Controlled assessment will provide you with an opportunity to do some independent research into a 
topic.  The research you do may involve looking for information in published sources such as textbooks, 
encyclopedias, journals, TV, radio and on the internet. 
 
Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your assignment is a 
good way to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a subject.  You must take care how 
you use this material though - you cannot copy it and claim it as your own work. 
 

The regulations state that: 

“the work which you submit for assessment must be your own”; 

“you must not copy from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from you”. 

 
If you use the same wording as a published source, you must place quotation marks around the 
passage and state where it came from.  This is called “referencing”.  You must make sure that you give 
detailed references for everything in your work which is not in your own words.  A reference from a 
printed book or journal should show the name of the author, the year of publication and the page 
number, for example: (Morrison, 2000, pg.29). 
 
For material taken from the internet, your reference should show the date when the material was 
downloaded and must show the precise web page, not the search engine used to locate it.  This can be 
copied from the address line.  For example: 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/history/49766.shtml), downloaded 5 February 2017. 
 
You may be required to include a bibliography at the end of your work.  Your teacher or lecturer will 
tell you whether a bibliography is necessary.  Where required, your bibliography must list the full 
details of publications you have used in your research, even where these are not directly referred to, 
for example: Morrison, A. (2000) ‘Mary, Queen of Scots’, London: Weston Press. 
 
 

If you copy the words or ideas of others and don’t show your sources in references 
and a bibliography, this will be considered as cheating. 
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Preparing your work – good practice 
 
If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher 
who will then record the nature of the assistance given to you. 
 
If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example undertaking field research, you must 
each write up your own account of the assignment.  Even if the data you have is the same, the 
description of how that data was obtained and the conclusions you draw from it should be in your own 
words. 
 
You must meet the deadlines that your teacher gives you.  Remember - your teachers are there to 
guide you.  Although they cannot give you direct assistance, they can help you to sort out any 
problems before it is too late. 
 
Take care of your work and keep it safe.  Don’t leave it lying around where your classmates can find it.  
You must always keep your work secure and confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it 
with your classmates.  If it is stored on the computer network, keep your password secure.  Collect all 
copies from the printer and destroy those you don’t need. 
 
Don’t be tempted to use essays from on-line essay banks — this is cheating.  Electronic tools used by 
awarding bodies can detect this sort of copying. 
 
You must not write inappropriate, offensive or obscene material. 
 
 
Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your 
own.  It is a form of cheating which is taken very seriously.  
 
Don’t think you won’t be caught; there are many ways to detect plagiarism. 

 Markers can spot changes in the style of writing and use of language. 

 Markers are highly experienced subject specialists who are very familiar with work on the topic 
concerned — they may have read the source you are using (or even marked the essay you have 
copied from!). 

 Internet search engines and specialised computer software can be used to match phrases or pieces 
of text with original sources and to detect changes in the grammar and style of writing or 
punctuation. 

 
 
Penalties for breaking the regulations 
 
If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the 
following penalties will be applied: 

 the piece of work will be awarded zero marks;  

 you will be disqualified from that unit for the examination series in question; 

 you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series; 

 you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time. 
 
Your awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate.  
 
 
REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK 
 
©2016 
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AQA City & Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson WJEC 
 

Information for candidates 
Guidelines when referring to examinations/assessments through the 

Internet 
 

This document has been written to help you.  Please read it carefully. 
 
We all like to share our experiences when taking examinations.  However, it is important to consider 
what you say.  Your comments may lead to an investigation for malpractice and result in the 
application of a penalty. 
 
Awarding bodies monitor social media and websites.  They do not wish to see candidates jeopardise 
their marks or grades as there are significant consequences for anyone caught breaching the rules for 
examinations, controlled assessment or coursework. 
 
The rules are set by the Joint Council for QualificationsCIC (JCQCIC) on behalf of all the awarding 
bodies and can be found at: http://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice 
 
Examples of statements or activities that will lead to a malpractice investigation include: 
 

• copying or allowing work to be copied – i.e. posting written work on social networking sites 
prior to an examination/assessment; 

• collusion: working collaboratively with other candidates beyond what is permitted; 
• allowing others to help produce your work or helping others with theirs; 
• being in possession of confidential material in advance of the examination; 
• exchanging, obtaining, receiving or passing on information by any means of communication 

(even if just attempting to); 
• passing on rumours of exam content from another candidate. 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  Other instances of candidate malpractice may be considered 
by an awarding body. 
 
If you are found guilty of breaching any of these rules you could find yourself facing: 
 

• a warning; 
• the loss of marks for a section, component or unit; 
• disqualification from a unit, all units or qualifications; or 
• a ban from sitting exams for a set period of time. 

 
You must familiarise yourself with the rules: 
http://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents 
 
Take care to avoid possible malpractice and the application of a penalty. 
 
JCQcic 2014 
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